
Ephesians	1:7-10	…	there	is	a	Redeemer	

	

We’re	back	again	this	evening	at	chapter	one	of	Paul’s	

letter	to	the	church	at	Ephesus.		Hey,	what	a	

wonderful	chapter	it	is	–	it’s	a	panorama	of	the	

purpose	of	God	in	salvation,	it’s	an	A	to	Z	of	

redemption.		This	is	God’s	big	picture!	

You	read	the	chapter	through	at	a	single	sitting	–	it’ll	

take	you	5	minutes,	you’ve	gotta	be	really	impressed,	

especially	when	you	come	to	verse	3	and	you	keep	

going	all	the	way	down	to	verse	14	–	in	the	original	it	

was	just	one	long	sentence.		By	the	time	you	come	to	

the	end	of	it,	you’re	out	of	breath,	you’re	gasping,	but	

you	feel	good.		Sure	you	do.		You	feel	far	better	for	

having	read	it.		Why?			

In	our	study	this	morning,	we	discovered	that	we	have	

been	blessed	in	so	many	ways	-	we	have	been	chosen	

in	Christ,	we	have	a	real	sense	of	purpose	in	life,	we	

have	been	adopted	into	the	global	family	of	God,	we	

are	the	recipients	of	his	grace	and	peace.		In	fact,	he	

has	lavished	these	upon	us	and	he	has	enjoyed	every	

minute	doing	it.		We	are	accepted	so	we	have	a	

genuine	sense	of	belonging.		Yes,	all	of	that	and	more	

is	what	he	has	done	for	us.			

We	should	take	our	hats	off	to	him	and	give	him	three	

cheers.		Yes,	from	your	point	of	view,	God	should	rise	

in	the	popularity	stakes,	he	should	be	number	one	in	

your	top	ten	list	of	people	to	be	admired.			

Let	me	ask	you	a	simple	question:	who	else	could	

have	done	all	this	for	you?		I	know	the	answer	–	no	

one!		You	stand	back	and	look	at	your	life	and	you	can	

say	with	the	Psalmist:	this	is	the	Lord’s	doing	and	it	is	

marvellous	in	our	eyes.			

And	the	end	is	not	yet.		Look	at	verses	7	to	10.		But	

before	we	get	there,	let’s	go	back	for	a	moment	and	

let	me	give	you	a	snapshot	of	Ephesus	itself,	a	

thumbnail	sketch	of	the	ancient	city,	a	kind	of	picture	

postcard	impression.	

I	suppose	in	some	ways	the	city	of	Ephesus	was	quite	

unique	in	the	New	Testament.		It	wasn’t	a	religious	

Mecca	like	Jerusalem,	it	wasn’t	a	cultural	capital	like	

Athens,	it	wasn’t	a	political	centre	like	Rome.		It	was,	

rather,	a	Christian	centre.			

O	yes,	for	the	pagan,	it	was	a	focal	point	for	heathen	

activities,	its	famous	temple	of	Diana	was	hailed	as	

one	of	the	seven	wonders	of	the	world,	that	was	a	

source	of	terrible	moral	and	spiritual	pollution,	you	

name	it,	it	happened	there.		People	were	snared	by	

Satan	with	the	lure	of	sex	and	an	unhealthy	interest	in	

superstition.			

But,	you	know,	in	quite	a	remarkable	way,	Ephesus	is	

known	around	the	world	today	…	not	because	of	the	

temple	that	attracted	thousands	to	its	courts,	not	

because	of	its	trade	even	though	it	was	known	as	the	

bank	of	Asia,	but	because	of	the	truth	that	was	taught	

there	–	Ephesus	is	known	to	all	who	know	the	Bible.	

Paul	spent	a	number	of	years	there.		In	fact,	after	a	

spell	of	three	years	he	moved	on.		You	can	read	his	

moving	farewell	message	in	Acts	20.		Mark	also	

preached	there	from	time	to	time.		And	the	apostle	

John	certainly	spent	some	time	there.		Actually	it	was	

from	there	that	he	was	exiled	to	the	Isle	of	Patmos	

and	then	he	wrote	the	Revelation.			

Rumour	has	it	that	Timothy	was	martyred	at	Ephesus	

because	he	stood	up	for	what	was	right	and	opposed	

the	sin	in	the	community	in	the	name	of	religion.		That	

puts	the	letter	in	its	setting.			

Read	it	through	from	start	to	finish	and	what	

impresses	us	most	is	Paul’s	emphasis	on	love.		He	told	

us	about	our	blessings,	he	talked	about	our	behaviour,	



and	he	warned	us	about	our	battles,	but	it	is	our	

Beloved,	our	Saviour,	the	Lord	Jesus,	who	dominates	

it	all.			

Paul	was	saying	to	the	church	there	and	to	you	and	

me	today,	take	a	new	look	at	the	Lord,	take	another	

look	at	Jesus,	fall	in	love	with	him	again.		What	do	I	

mean?	

Aren’t	they	the	opening	two	words	in	verse	7?		‘In	

him’	–	that’s	the	key	phrase,	the	focus	is	on	him,	the	

spotlight	is	on	the	Lord.		He	is	the	centre	of	attention,	

and	rightly	so.		Well,	what	has	he	done	for	us?			

We	have	seen	in	verses	3	to	6	what	the	Father	has	

done	for	he	planned	the	church,	what	about	the	Son?		

He	is	the	one	who	paid	the	price	for	the	church.		

There’s	redemption	in	verse	7,	there’s	revelation	in	

verses	8	and	9,	and	there’s	royalty	in	verse	10.	

Look	at	the	first	of	those	three	Rs	–	the	R	of	

redemption.		We	read	‘in	him	we	have	redemption’	–	

that	means,	he	is	the	person	involved.		We’re	talking	

here	about	the	work	of	the	cross,	the	finished	work	of	

Calvary.		He	is	our	Redeemer.			

I	love	the	story	as	it	unfolds	in	the	life	of	Ruth?		It	was	

when	she	was	there,	in	the	midst	of	alien	corn	that	

she	was	redeemed	by	Boaz	for	he	was	known	as	a	

kinsman-redeemer.		What	was	so	special	about	his	

role?			

First,	he	had	to	be	qualified	in	that	he	had	to	be	

regarded	as	a	near	kinsman.		Second,	he	had	to	be	

able.		And,	third,	he	had	to	be	willing.		Jesus	was	a	

combination	of	all	three!		That’s	why	we	sometimes	

sing:	‘There	is	a	Redeemer,	Jesus,	God’s	own	Son,	

precious	Lamb	of	God,	Messiah,	holy	One.’	

Our	praise	today	is	‘unto	him	who	loves	us	and	has	

freed	us	from	our	sins	by	his	blood’	–	that’s	Revelation	

1:7.		We	join	with	those	around	the	throne	in	heaven	

and	sing	unto	him:	‘you	are	worthy	because	you	were	

slain	and	with	your	blood	you	purchased	men	for	God	

from	every	tribe	and	language	and	people	and	nation’	

–	Revelation	5:9.			

We	share	in	an	anthem	with	angel	voices	when	we	

say:	‘worthy	is	the	lamb	who	was	slain’	–	you	find	that	

in	Revelation	5:12.		We	stand	beside	that	great	

multitude	that	no	one	could	count	and	we	cry	in	a	

loud	voice:	‘salvation	belongs	to	our	God	who	sits	on	

the	throne	and	to	the	lamb’	–	that’s	in	Revelation	7:9-

10.			

O	yes,	the	hymn	writer	was	right	when	he	declared:	

‘praise	him,	praise	him,	Jesus	our	blessed	redeemer.’	

What’s	the	price	involved?		Go	back	to	verse	7	for	the	

only	possible	answer	–	it	was	‘through	his	blood.’		The	

big	fisherman,	Peter,	could	say	in	his	first	letter	that	

we	are	redeemed	with	the	precious	blood	of	Christ.		To	

all	the	people	of	God,	he	was	absolutely	right.			

The	Greek	word	means	‘ransomed’.		It’s	the	word	that	

was	used	to	refer	to	the	payment	made	to	free	a	

slave,	or	a	hostage	or	a	prisoner	of	war.		It	could	be	

used	to	describe	the	experience	of	a	man	who	has	

been	set	free	from	the	death	penalty.			

Then	you	go	back	to	the	Bible	and	discover	in	the	Old	

Testament	there	were	two	means	of	redemption.		

One	was	by	power	and	the	other	was	by	purchase.		

The	book	of	Exodus	illustrates	the	first	for	that	was	

how	God	delivered	his	people	from	their	bondage	and	

slavery	in	the	land	of	Egypt.		He	redeemed	them	by	

power	in	that	he	brought	them	out.			

As	I	mentioned	earlier,	the	story	of	Ruth	illustrates	the	

second.		That	was	redemption	by	purchase.		Boaz	

simply	said:	‘I	have	bought	all.’		We	don’t	know	how	

much	he	paid,	but	we	know	he	paid	enough,	so	it	is	

with	Jesus.		It’s	beyond	our	grasp	for	redemption	is	a	

costly	business.		He	bought	them	out.			



For	Jesus,	it	meant	a	laying	aside	of	his	glory,	it	meant	

dying	on	a	cross	of	shame,	it	meant	experiencing	the	

pain	of	rejection	by	his	Father.		It	was	for	him	a	trip	

down	into	hell	itself.		He	was	subject	to	the	torment	

of	the	wrath	of	God.		And	he	did	it	all,	and	he	shed	his	

blood,	that	was	the	price.			

Well	may	we	sing,	with	thankfulness,	from	the	bottom	

of	our	hearts:	‘redeemed	how	I	love	to	proclaim	it,	

redeemed	by	the	blood	of	the	lamb,	redeemed	

through	his	infinite	mercy,	his	child	and	forever	I	am.’	

We	have	looked	at	the	person	and	the	price,	what	

about	the	pardon?		We	experience,	says	Paul,	‘the	

forgiveness	of	sins.’		I	came	across	a	lovely	saying	

recently,	it	was	something	like	this:	I’m	not	perfect,	

but	I	am	forgiven!			

What	a	great	blessing	it	is	to	know	that	we	can	be	

forgiven.		That’s	what	the	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	all	

about.		It’s	something	that	is	free,	it	is	full	and	it	is	felt.			

The	word	that	Paul	uses	here	for	sin	means	‘a	falling	

by	the	wayside’	–	it’s	a	stepping	aside	from	the	path	

that	we	should	be	taking.		You	see,	when	God	forgives	

us,	he	puts	us	back	on	the	right	track!			

In	one	of	his	other	prison	epistles,	Paul	uses	the	Greek	

word	which	means	‘missing	the	mark’	(Colossians	

1:14).		This	is	the	more	common	New	Testament	word	

to	describe	our	failure	to	conform	to	God’s	will.		Once	

we	‘miss	the	mark’	or	‘step	aside’	from	the	best	that	

God	expects	from	us	then	we	have	become	sinners.		

When	we	go	further	back	into	the	pages	of	the	Old	

Testament	we	can	understand	the	ethos	of	sin	in	a	

fuller	way.		Essentially,	it	is	rebellion	against	God.		

That	is	why	the	Bible	can	say,	‘all	have	sinned	and	fall	

short	of	the	glory	of	God.’				

This	rebelliousness	is	the	root	of	sin.		Roots	that	are	

alive	will	grow,	they	will	blossom,	flower	and	bear	

fruit.		Sin	is	exactly	the	same.		The	Bible	can	say	that	

we	are	all	sinners	because	as	part	of	our	fallen	nature,	

we	are	born	in	a	state	of	rebellion	against	God.			

Then,	of	course,	the	root	of	this	weed	grows,	it	

flowers	and	bears	fruit.		That	is	what	makes	Paul’s	

comments	here	so	priceless	for	he	says	that	because	

of	the	death	of	Christ	we	can	have	forgiveness!	

Forgiveness	is	a	fascinating	word.		To	understand	it,	

we	really	need	to	go	back	again	to	the	Old	Testament	

for	there	it	has	a	special	meaning.		It	referred	to	the	

regular	remission	of	debts	that	happened	every	

seventh	year	and	in	the	year	of	jubilee.			

Or	again,	every	slave	in	a	Hebrew	household	would	

serve	for	six	years	and	then	be	freed	in	the	seventh	

year.		Another	illustration	…	at	the	end	of	a	seven	year	

period	every	creditor	would	have	to	release	all	his	

debtors.		The	money	could	no	longer	be	exacted	from	

them,	the	slate	is	wiped	clean.			

That’s	the	same	word	Paul	uses	here	for	forgiveness.		

It	means	remission.		So	…	the	death	of	Christ	has	

cancelled,	has	released,	has	liberated,	has	discharged	

us	from	any	spiritual	obligation	resulting	from	our	sin.		

Augustine	stated	it	succinctly	when	he	said:	‘Christ	

bought	the	church	foul	that	he	might	make	it	fair.’	

How	has	it	been	given	to	us?		Well	you	can	find	the	

answer	to	that	at	the	end	of	verse	7	and	at	the	

beginning	of	verse	8.		‘Riches’	speak	of	wealth	and	

abundance;	‘grace’	tells	us	that	it	is	all	undeserved	

and	unmerited;	‘lavished’	suggests	that	we	are	

generously	showered	with	forgiveness	in	an	

unrestrained	way.		There’s	a	picture	of	forgiveness	

that	we	need	to	rediscover	today.		You	can	read	all	

about	it	in	the	book	of	Leviticus.		On	the	most	solemn	

day	in	the	Jewish	calendar,	the	Day	of	Atonement,	

sometimes	called	Yom	Kippur,	a	goat	was	sacrificed	to	

take	away	the	people’s	sins.			



The	sins	were	then	symbolically	transferred	to	a	

second	goat	which	was	dispatched	into	the	

wilderness,	never	to	be	seen	again.		It	was	called	the	

scapegoat.		As	the	solitary	animal	disappeared	into	

the	distance,	this	was	a	graphic	picture	for	the	people	

that	their	sins	were	carried	away	and	gone	for	ever.	

The	same	truth	is	reflected	in	the	New	Testament,	in	

John	1:29,	when	John	the	Baptist	points	to	Jesus	and	

says:	‘Look,	the	Lamb	of	God,	who	takes	away	the	sin	

of	the	world.’			

The	tense	here	is	the	present	continuous	-	it	speaks	of	

our	sins	being	lifted	up	and	carried	away.		The	death	

of	Christ	acts	today	and	it	will	still	be	active	tomorrow	

in	the	life	of	the	believer.		For	you	and	me	who	love	

the	Lord	Jesus,	our	sin	has	been,	our	sin	is	being,	and	

our	sin	will	continue	to	be	dealt	with	until	we	finally	

get	to	heaven.			

Yes,	we	could	think	of	the	unclean	nature	of	our	sins,	

of	the	uncompromising	nastiness	of	our	sins,	of	the	

uncountable	number	of	our	sins	–	but	the	wonderful	

fact	is,	they’re	all	gone,	they’re	forever	under	the	

blood	of	Jesus,	they	have	been	removed	as	far	as	the	

east	is	from	the	west,	they’re	behind	his	back,	they’re	

buried	in	the	depths	of	the	sea,	they’re	blotted	out	–	

that	all	spells	forgiveness.			

When	Satan	comes	along,	as	he	does,	and	reminds	us	

of	our	past,	we	should	remind	him	of	his	future!		For	

we	have	been	forgiven!			

Ah,	dear	friend,	we	thank	God	that	he	is	rich	in	grace.		

What	a	horror	it	would	be	if	God	had	revealed	himself	

to	be	a	God	of	infinite	power,	a	God	of	infallible	

wisdom,	a	God	of	inflexible	holiness,	and	also	a	God	

devoid	of	compassion	and	sympathy	for	lost	sinners,	

like	you	and	me.			

There	are	no	second	class	Christians,	no	deprived	

citizens	of	God’s	kingdom	or	children	in	his	family.		

Every	sin	of	every	believer	is	forgiven	forever.		God	

knows	how	we	were,	he	knows	how	we	now	live,	and	

he	knows	how	we	will	live	the	rest	of	our	lives.		He	

sees	everything	about	us	in	stark	naked	reality.			

Yet	he	says	to	you	and	me	this	Monday	evening:	‘I	am	

satisfied	with	you	because	I	am	satisfied	with	my	Son,	

to	whom	you	belong.		When	I	look	at	you,	I	see	him,	

and	I	am	well	pleased.’		That’s	what	it	means	to	be	‘in	

Christ’	–	we	have	forgiveness.			

Because	God	accepts	us	as	he	accepts	his	own	Son,	we	

should	accept	ourselves	in	the	same	way.		We	should	

accept	ourselves	as	forgiven	and	as	righteous	for	that	

is	what	God	himself	declares	us	to	be.			

If	we	think	otherwise,	that	is	not	a	sign	of	humility,	it’s	

a	sign	of	arrogance	–	any	other	attitude	undermines	

the	redemption	price	paid	for	us	by	the	Lord	Jesus.		

When	we	question	the	reality	of	our	forgiveness	and	

have	lingering	doubts	about	our	relationship	with	

Jesus,	we	are	then	pouring	cold	water	on	the	work	of	

Christ	on	our	behalf	at	Calvary.			

If	we	matter	to	God,	we	certainly	ought	to	matter	to	

ourselves.		His	work	in	granting	us	redemption	is	like	a	

threefold	cord:	it	is	effective	today,	it	is	efficient	for	all	

time,	and	it	never	runs	out	for	it	is	eternal.			

The	sheer	vastness	of	our	forgiveness	is	seen	in	Paul’s	

statement	that	it	is	‘in	accordance	with	the	riches	of	

his	grace’	–	God’s	grace,	like	his	love,	his	holiness,	his	

power,	and	all	his	other	attributes,	is	boundless.			

If	you	were	to	go	to	a	multimillionaire	and	ask	him	to	

contribute	to	a	worthy	ministry,	and	he	gave	you	a	

cheque	for	$25,	he	would	only	be	giving	‘out	of’	his	

riches.		Many	poor	people	give	that	much.		If	he	gave	

you	a	cheque	for	$50,000,	he	would	be	giving	

‘according	to’	his	riches.			

That	is	a	small	picture	of	God’s	generosity	–	it	shows	

the	largeness	of	his	heart.		He	has	a	big	heart	for	each	



one	of	us.		Our	sin	will	never	outstrip	God’s	gracious	

forgiveness	…	for,	as	Paul	reminds	us	in	Romans,	

where	sin	abounded,	grace	super	abounds.		How	we	

should	praise	him	for	the	riches	of	his	grace!	

Another	great	R	found	in	these	verses	is	the	R	of	

Revelation.		You	read	all	about	it	in	verses	8	and	9	-	

‘he	lavished	on	us	with	all	wisdom	and	understanding,	

and	he	made	known	to	us	the	mystery	of	his	will	

according	to	his	good	pleasure	which	he	purposed	in	

Christ.’	

Here’s	another	superb	blessing	of	our	salvation	for	we	

have	been	enlightened.		There	are	two	thoughts	

worth	focusing	on	here.		There	is	the	divine	

perception	for	he	has	given	us	wisdom	and	insight	or	

understanding.		Wisdom	(‘sophia’	in	the	Greek)	

emphasises	an	understanding	of	ultimate	things,	

things	that	really	matter,	it	is	wisdom	concerning	the	

things	of	God.		Understanding	or	insight	refers	to	an	

ability	to	handle	the	nitty	gritty	affairs	of	everyday	

life.			

You	see,	God	not	only	forgives	us,	he	also	gives	us	the	

equipment	that	we	need	to	understand	him	and	to	

walk	with	him	day	by	day.		He	gives	us	the	ability	to	

get	a	grip	on	truth,	to	understand	his	word,	and	to	

know	how	to	obey	it.		Right	thinking	leads	to	right	

actions.	

The	other	perspective	here	is	that	of	the	divine	

purpose.		This	is	the	truth	so	powerfully	expressed	in	

verse	9.		Do	you	remember	the	memoirs	of	Moses	

when	he	wrote	on	one	occasion:	‘the	Lord	did	not	set	

his	love	upon	you,	nor	choose	you,	because	you	were	

more	in	number	than	any	people,	for	you	were	the	

fewest	of	all	peoples,	but	because	he	loved	you.’			

He	was	simply	saying:	he	loved	you	because	he	loved	

you!		That	is	the	divine	logic	–	that	is	the	mindset	of	

heaven.		We	should	not	dissect	the	love	of	God,	we	

should	enjoy	it.		

Why	did	he	do	it?		Why	did	his	heart	reach	out	to	

sinful	man?		Why	did	his	grace	touch	my	life?		Why	

did	his	mercy	come	to	me	where	I	was?		Tell	me	why!		

My	only	answer	is	found	in	this	amazing	verse	–	he	is	

God.		And	because	he	is	God,	he	does	what	he	does	

because	he	is	who	he	is.			

Yes,	we	know	that	he	really	loves	us,	but	we	can’t	

comprehend	it	or	understand	it,	we	can	never	unravel	

the	mystery	of	his	will,	we’re	way	out	of	our	depth.		

What	a	revelation.	

The	third	R	in	this	trio	of	Rs	is	linked	to	royalty	and	

you	find	it	alluded	to	in	verse	10.		Let	me	read	it	to	

you:	‘to	be	put	into	effect	when	the	times	will	have	

reached	their	fulfilment,	to	bring	all	things	in	heaven	

and	on	earth	together	under	one	head,	even	Christ.’		

What’s	he	referring	to	here?		Well,	again,	he	is	

reminding	us	that	God	has	a	master	plan,	he	has	a	

purpose,	he	has	a	programme	that	finds	its	focus	in	

Jesus	Christ.		He	has	set	the	agenda	and	all	is	going	

according	to	his	schedule.			

On	that	centre	cross	they	pinned	a	tract	above	his	

head	declaring	that	he	was	the	king	of	the	Jews.		

Today,	he	sits	on	a	throne	in	heaven	and,	according	to	

Revelation	15,	he	is	acclaimed	as	the	king	of	saints	or	

the	king	of	all	the	ages.		When	he	returns	at	the	end	

of	time	in	power	and	glory	he	will	be	seen	as	the	king	

of	kings	–	that’s	what	is	anticipated	here	in	verse	10.			

A	day	when	history	will	be	wound	up,	a	day	when	God	

will	call	time	to	an	end,	a	day	when	he	will	pull	the	

plug	on	man.		It	may	seem	a	bit	chaotic	out	there,	but	

it’s	not	…	God	controls	events	on	Planet	Earth.			

He	talks	here	about	a	moment	when	he	will	bring	‘all	

things	in	heaven	and	on	earth	together	under	one	



head,	even	Christ’	–	the	picture	here	is	of	Christ	up	

front,	at	the	head,	ruling	and	reigning.			

It’s	the	day	when	Satan	is	cast	down	into	a	bottomless	

pit,	it’s	the	hour	when	his	enemies	will	be	crushed	and	

become	his	footstool;	this	is	the	dawning	of	a	brand	

new	era	for	the	millennial	kingdom	will	be	ushered	in	

-	and	to	the	ends	of	the	earth,	and	from	the	ends	of	

the	earth,	he	will	be	acknowledged	as	king!			

The	take	home	message	is:	Jesus	Christ	is	the	goal	of	

history.	

It’s	easy	for	our	hearts	to	sink	when	we	watch	the	

news	on	television	or	hear	it	on	the	radio	–	so	much	is	

happening	around	the	world	that	causes	us	immense	

concern.			

No	matter	how	tragic	and	heart	rending	these	events	

are,	we	need	to	learn	to	look	by	faith	behind	secular	

history	to	see	the	spiritual	account	of	things.		History	

belongs	to	God,	not	to	the	puny	plans	of	man	or	the	

perverse	power	of	Satan.		History	is	written	and	

directed	by	its	Creator	and	he	will	see	it	through	to	

the	fulfilment	of	his	own	ultimate	purpose.			

God	is	at	work	and	here	in	verse	10	we	are	confronted	

with	the	fact	that	in	a	world	damaged	and	bruised	by	

sin,	our	God	is	doing	what	he	does	best,	he	is	

gathering	his	people	into	his	eternal	kingdom.			

No	matter	what	takes	place	in	today’s	world,	we	rest	

in	the	unassailable	fact	that	God	is	behind	the	scenes	

directing	the	scenes	he	is	behind.		Yes,	he’s	got	the	

whole	world	in	his	hands.		And,	even	more	wonderful,	

he’s	got	you	and	me	there	as	well.		Exciting,	isn’t	it.		

Well,	that’s	just	a	little	of	what	he	has	done	for	us,	

and	the	end	is	not	yet.		The	best	is	yet	to	be.			


