
Romans	9:1-11:36	…	Has	God	finished	with	Israel?	
	
Let	me	give	you	a	birds	eye	view	of	Romans	9-11.		The	

prime	focus	in	Romans	9	is	on	the	sovereignty	of	God.		

We	peer	over	the	railings	in	heaven	and	view	the	Jew	

from	God’s	perspective.		From	there,	we	learn	that	

God’s	promises	have	not	failed.		

Then,	in	Romans	10,	the	focus	is	on	the	justice	of	God.		

Paul	climbs	down	the	heavenly	ladder	to	planet	earth,	

he	looks	up	to	the	divine	throne	–	from	this	vantage	

point,	Paul	notes	that	the	gospel	of	God	was	within	

the	reach	of	all	in	verse	8,	and	it	was	offered	to	all	in	

verses	11-13.		In	spite	of	the	grace,	love,	and	mercy	

shown	to	them,	not	every	one	welcomed	it	when	they	

heard	it	in	verses	16-21.			

Then,	in	Romans	11,	the	focus	is	on	the	faithfulness	of	

God.		In	this	chapter	the	divine	and	human	

perspectives	come	together	–	when	they	merge	in	the	

purpose	of	God,	they	show	us	that	God	has	not	failed	

to	keep	his	promises.			

Paul	reaches	a	rousing	finale	in	verse	33	where	he	

joyously	exclaims:	‘Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	of	the	

wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God!		How	unsearchable	

are	his	judgments,	and	his	paths	beyond	tracing	out!’	

Let	me	summarise	it	for	you	–	in	Romans	9,	Paul	is	

talking	on	Israel’s	past	election;	in	Romans	10,	he	

refers	to	Israel’s	present	rejection;	and,	in	Romans	11,	

he	looks	at	Israel’s	future	restoration.	

A	quick	look	at	Romans	9	will	tell	you	that	Paul	has	a	

high	view	of	the	character	of	God.		In	the	compass	of	

one	chapter,	Paul	reveals	how	Israel’s	past	history	

actually	magnified	four	of	the	attributes	of	God.			

For	example,	in	verses	1-13,	we	see	the	faithfulness	of	

God;	in	verses	14-18,	we	see	the	righteousness	of	

God;	in	verses	19-29,	we	see	the	justice	of	God;	and	in	

verses	30-33,	we	see	the	grace	of	God.	

It’s	fairly	obvious	in	verses	1-5	that	Paul	is	sharing	the	

burden	of	his	heart.		He	is	struggling	to	come	to	terms	

with	the	question	of	why	so	few	Jews	know	God’s	

salvation.		He	can’t	quite	work	it	out	in	his	own	mind,	

especially	when	the	Lord	has	gone	the	second	mile	to	

draw	them	to	himself.		It’s	the	kind	of	thing	that	keeps	

him	awake	at	night.	

His	passion	for	his	people	is	so	great	that	he	wishes	

God	would	delete	his	name	from	the	eternal	record,	

so	that	the	Jews	might	be	brought	into	a	place	of	

blessing.		He’s	happy	to	be	a	nobody	and	have	nothing	

so	that	they	can	receive	something	in	the	overall	plan	

of	God!			

Paul	refers	to	them	with	a	choice	of	three	terms	in	

verses	3	and	4	–	he	calls	them	‘my	brothers’,	‘my	own	

race’,	and	‘the	people	of	Israel’.		That’s	how	highly	he	

rates	them,	that’s	how	much	he	valued	and	

appreciated	his	roots.	

Paul	has	a	passion	for	souls	–	something	sadly	lacking	

among	evangelicals	in	our	day.		I	don’t	think	too	many	

of	us	feel	the	heartbeat	of	God’s	servant.		How	many	

of	us	lie	awake	at	night	because	we	hear	the	tramp-

tramp	of	feet	on	the	broad	road	to	hell.		We	need	to	

recover	a	vision	of	men	without	Jesus,	a	vision	of	

eternity	without	Jesus.	

This	is	the	kind	of	love	which	Amy	Carmichael	had,	

when	she	prayed:	‘Make	me	thy	fuel,	O	flame	of	God.’		

When	we	take	a	look	at	Paul	in	verse	3,	here’s	a	man	

who	was	willing	to	stay	out	of	heaven	for	the	sake	of	

the	saved,	and	no	less	willing	to	go	to	hell	for	the	sake	

of	the	lost!	



We’re	looking	now	at	verses	4	and	5,	where	we	see	no	

fewer	than	nine	marvellous	privileges	that	belong	

exclusively	to	the	nation	of	Israel.		Each	of	them	has	

been	graciously	given	by	a	God	with	a	big	heart	of	

love.			

Number	one,	they	are	privileged	simply	to	be	

Israelites	–	they	are	descendants	of	Abraham,	through	

Isaac,	and	then	through	Jacob.			

Number	two,	they	are	privileged	because	of	their	

‘adoption	as	sons’.		They	enjoyed	a	unique	

relationship	with	the	living	God.		

Number	three,	they	are	privileged	because	theirs	was	

also	‘the	divine	glory’.		That	has	to	be	a	reference	to	

the	shekinah	glory	that	is	mentioned	in	the	tabernacle	

and	temple.		The	cloud	was	a	symbol	of	the	presence	

of	God	in	the	midst	of	his	people.		

Number	four,	they	are	privileged	because	‘the	

covenants’	were	given	to	them.		The	first	was	with	

Abraham	in	Genesis	12;	the	second	was	given	to	

Moses	in	Exodus	20	and	21;	the	third	was	entrusted	to	

David	in	2	Samuel	7.		The	new	covenant	of	Jeremiah	

31	and	Ezekiel	34	promised	a	new	heart	and	a	new	

relationship	with	God.			

Number	five,	they	are	privileged	because	they	

‘[received]	the	law’.		That’s	what	happened	when	God	

met	Moses	one	to	one	on	the	summit	of	Mount	Sinai.		

He	was	given	the	ten	commandments	on	that	

occasion,	as	well	as	a	number	of	other	key	insights	

into	what	they	should	do	and	shouldn’t	do.		If	the	

people	obeyed	God,	they	would	be	enriched	in	so	

many	ways	with	the	blessing	of	God	–	if	they	flouted	

God’s	law	and	didn’t	tow	God’s	party	line,	they	would	

live	to	regret	their	actions.	

Number	six,	they	are	privileged	because	of	what	Paul	

calls	‘the	temple	worship’.		It	refers	to	their	worship	

services	both	in	the	tabernacle	in	the	desert	and	the	

temple	in	Jerusalem.		It	speaks	of	the	set	times	when	

the	nation	gathered	before	God	–	we	see	that	in	the	

various	feasts	of	Jehovah	in	Leviticus	23.	

Number	seven,	they	are	privileged	because	of	the	

‘promises’.		This	is	a	reference	to	the	great	messianic	

and	millennial	promises	woven	into	the	OT.	

Number	eight,	they	are	privileged	because	of	their	

patriarchal	pedigree	–	it	was	from	Israel	that	God	

raised	up	the	fathers	–	men	of	the	ilk	of	Abraham,	

Isaac,	and	Jacob.		You	see,	it	was	through	those	men	

that	the	foundations	of	all	the	blessings	were	laid.			

It	also	refers	to	the	long	line	of	worthies	whose	names	

grace	the	pages	of	the	OT	Scriptures	–	their	stories	are	

a	kind	of	national	archive	for	Israel,	they	are	part	and	

parcel	of	their	national	heritage.	

The	last	one,	number	nine,	they	are	privileged	

because,	in	verse	5,	‘from	them	is	traced	the	human	

ancestry	of	Christ’.		This	one	eclipsed	every	other	

blessing	–	Paul	saves	the	best	wine	until	last.		It	was	to	

them	that	Jesus	Christ	came!			

Jesus	was	born	of	a	Jewish	mother,	he	was	reared	in	a	

Jewish	home,	he	attended	a	Jewish	synagogue	and	

was	given	a	Jewish	education.		He	lived	and	worked	

and	died	in	the	promised	land.		On	a	purely	human	

level,	Jesus	was	every	bit	as	Jewish	as	the	rabbi’s	son	

next	door,	he	was	a	full	blooded	Jew	–	no	one	could	

argue	with	that.	

Paul	brought	his	upbeat	comments	to	an	end	with	a	

wonderful	declaration	that	Jesus	Christ	is	‘God	over	

all,	for	ever	praised.’		No	wonder	he	rounds	the	

section	off	with	a	hearty	‘amen’!		To	me,	these	words	



are	an	affirmation	of	his	divine	majesty	and	lordship.		

They	tell	me	who	Jesus	is	–	he	is	God,	the	eternal	God,	

the	creator	God,	the	God	who	is	worthy	of	everlasting	

praise.	

Talk	about	privileged	–	that	they	certainly	were!		I	

hate	to	say	it,	but	the	truth	is,	the	people	failed	to	buy	

into	it,	Israel	failed	miserably.		They	let	themselves	

down	a	bucketful,	they	let	the	Lord	down	–	they	

messed	things	up	big	time	–	all	because	they	failed	to	

recognise	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord.			

Privilege	brings	responsibility	–	we	are	a	privileged	

people	today	–	the	responsibility	we	shoulder	is	

enormous.		We’re	here	to	live	our	lives	to	the	glory	of	

God,	we	are	here	to	influence	our	generation	for	Jesus	

Christ,	we’re	here	to	impact	our	world,	to	make	it	a	

better	place	–	we	can	only	do	that	when	we	really	are	

the	Lord’s.			

My	question	is,	are	you	in	the	mould	of	Paul?		Do	you	

have	a	heart	for	lost	people	around	you	–	do	you	

really	care	about	their	souls?	

One	of	the	great	themes	of	Romans	is	the	sovereignty	

of	God.		We	see	ample	evidence	of	that	in	so	many	

different	ways	–	in	Romans	9,	it	hits	us	between	the	

eyes.				

The	fact	is,	because	God	is	God,	no	one	tells	him	what	

to	do;	and	because	he’s	on	the	throne,	ruling	and	

reigning	on	high,	he	can	make	choices	that	impact	the	

lives	of	ordinary	people;	he	can	also	make	decisions	

that	have	long	term	ramifications	for	nations	as	well.		

In	theology-speak,	we	call	it	‘predestination’.	

Paul	has	four	things	to	say	about	it:	number	one,	in	

verses	6-13,	it	begins	with	the	sovereign	choice	of	

God;	number	two,	in	verses	14-18,	it	upholds	the	

perfect	character	of	God;	number	three,	in	verses	19-

23,	it	identifies	the	specific	responsibility	of	God;	and,	

number	four,	in	verses	24-33,	it	defends	the	

consistent	plan	of	God.	

He	is	the	God	of	providence,	the	God	who	keeps	his	

eye	on	the	big	picture,	the	God	who	sees	the	end	

from	the	beginning,	he’s	in	total	control,	he	moves	

men	like	pawns	on	a	chess	board.		He	is	the	God	‘who	

moves	in	a	mysterious	way,	his	wonders	to	perform’.	

I	think	the	focus	in	verses	6-13	is	very	much	on	his	

sovereignty	–	the	bottom	line:	God	has	a	plan	and	he’s	

sticking	to	it!		Even	when	well-meaning	individuals	try	

to	speed	things	up	a	little,	the	Lord	has	the	final	say	–	

he’s	in	charge!			

People	have	to	live	with	the	consequences	of	all	their	

decisions,	that’s	a	fact	of	life;	we	need	to	remember	

that	the	Lord	overrules	so	that	his	will	is	not	thwarted	

by	man	trying	to	hijack	his	plan.		

Paul	makes	a	bold	statement	in	verse	6	when	he	

reiterates	an	age	old	premise	that	‘not	all	who	are	

descended	from	Israel	are	Israel.’		Paul	is	simply	

making	a	vital	distinction	between	two	types	of	Israel	

–	one,	there	is	the	nation	of	Israel	and,	two,	there	is	

the	spiritual	Israel.			

To	be	in	the	first,	you	have	to	trace	your	roots	back	to	

father	Abraham	–	to	be	in	the	second,	you	have	to	be	

born	again	into	God’s	global	family	–	like	Abraham,	

you	have	exercised	faith	in	God.			

In	the	verses	that	follow,	Paul	covers	a	lot	of	ground	…	

for	you	and	me,	we	don’t	understand	the	reasons	why	

the	Lord	does	what	he	does,	the	fact	is,	we	don’t	have	

to,	we	don’t	need	to!		All	that	matters	is	that	God	is	

working	–	and	whatever	he	does,	he	does	fantastically	

well!		



The	fact	is,	so	long	as	God	knows,	that	is	all	that	

counts!		On	one	occasion,	some	intrepid	reporters	

asked	Mrs	Einstein	if	she	understood	her	husband’s	

theory	of	relativity.		‘No,’	she	replied,	‘but	that’s	OK,	

because	I	trust	my	husband!’		To	me,	that’s	the	secret:	

when	we	fail	to	fully	appreciate	and	understand	God’s	

purpose,	we	still	must	trust	his	character!	

In	Romans	9,	the	God	we	meet	in	this	chapter,	in	this	

book,	is	a	God	who	always	does	the	right	thing	–	he’s	

a	God	who	is	knowable	and	believable	–	a	God	in	

whom	you	can	place	your	total	trust	–	a	God	who	is	

true	to	himself	at	all	times,	a	God	of	unquestioned	

integrity	–	he’s	a	wise	God.			

One	of	the	great	principles	of	Scripture	is	that	God	

never	makes	fish	of	one	and	flesh	of	another	–	he	has	

no	favourites,	he	is	strictly	impartial	in	all	that	he	

does.		At	the	same	time,	God	has	his	own	way	of	

doing	things.		We	see	that	in	verses	24-33.			

It’s	fairly	obvious	Paul	knows	what	he’s	talking	about	

–	his	entire	argument	is	rooted	in	the	word	of	God.		

We	see	that	from	the	five	OT	quotations	that	he	uses,	

all	gleaned	from	the	books	of	Hosea	and	Isaiah.		

It	seems	to	me	there’s	a	tension	in	Romans	9	between	

divine	sovereignty	and	human	responsibility	–	both	

are	mysteries	and	both	run	in	tandem	like	railway	

lines.			

We	need	to	realise	that	God	does	not	ask	us	to	choose	

between	these	two	truths,	because	they	both	come	

from	God	and	are	part	of	God’s	plan.		These	two	

truths	do	not	compete,	they	cooperate!			

The	fact	that	we	can’t	fully	understand	how	they	work	

together	does	not	negate	the	fact	that	they	do!		When	

a	man	asked	the	Baptist	preacher,	Charles	Spurgeon,	

how	he	reconciled	divine	sovereignty	and	human	

responsibility,	Mr	Spurgeon	replied:	‘I	never	try	to	

reconcile	friends!’	

Let’s	get	into	Romans	10	where	Paul	gives	us	straight	

talk	about	responsibility!		Will	Rogers	once	remarked	

that	there	are	two	distinct	eras	in	American	history—

one,	the	passing	of	the	buffalo	and,	two,	the	passing	

of	the	buck!	

A	look	at	verse	1	gives	us	some	idea	of	the	passion	of	

Paul’s	heart.		This	man	was	incredibly	burdened	for	

his	own	people.		He	spent	long	hours	on	his	knees	on	

their	behalf.		He	worked	tirelessly	on	their	behalf,	he	

stormed	the	gates	of	heaven	day	after	day	for	them,	

he	pleaded	with	them	on	numerous	occasions.			

It’s	really	so	sad	what	Paul	has	to	say	about	them	in	

verse	2,	he	writes:	‘For	I	can	testify	about	them	that	

they	are	zealous	for	God,	but	their	zeal	is	not	based	

on	knowledge.’			

In	other	words,	they	are	enthusiastic	about	religion,	

they	are	totally	committed	to	worship,	they	are	a	dab	

hand	at	doing	loads	of	good	deeds	to	help	other	

people,	they	know	their	OT	inside	out	and	they’re	

happy	to	follow	the	traditions	laid	down	by	their	

fathers	–	but,	it’s	a	total	waste	of	time.			

They	may	be	big	hitters	and	big	spenders,	but	what’s	

the	point?		When	all	is	done	and	dusted,	it	doesn’t	

count	for	anything.		They	are	sincere,	no	doubt	about	

that;	the	reality	is,	they	are	sincerely	wrong!	

We	read	in	verse	3:	‘Since	they	did	not	know	the	

righteousness	that	comes	from	God	and	sought	to	

establish	their	own,	they	did	not	submit	to	God’s	

righteousness.’		In	other	words,	their	behaviour	was	a	

reflection	of	the	state	of	their	heart	–	they	did	what	

they	did	because	they	were	what	they	were.			



Paul	pulls	no	punches	in	the	remaining	verses	of	the	

chapter	–	he	focuses	on	human	responsibility	in	

relation	to	salvation.		He	makes	it	crystal	clear	that	no	

great	feats	are	necessary	for	us	to	trust	Jesus	Christ	as	

Saviour	–	we	don’t	have	to	achieve	anything,	we	don’t	

have	to	accomplish	anything,	we	don’t	have	to	

improve	our	track	record	–	there’s	nothing	mystical	

about	it,	nothing	airy	fairy!	

It’s	amazing	what	Paul	packs	into	a	few	words	–	we	

see	that	in	verse	9	where	he	writes:	‘That	if	you	

confess	with	your	mouth,	“Jesus	is	Lord,”	and	believe	

in	your	heart	that	God	raised	him	from	the	dead,	you	

will	be	saved.’		That	tells	me	in	bold	speak	that	faith	is	

always	rational	–	there’s	a	certain	logic	to	it.			

When	it	comes	to	faith,	it’s	not	a	leap	in	the	dark	–	it’s	

building	your	life	on	a	solid	foundation,	it’s	rooted	in	

the	word	of	God,	it	is	grounded	in	the	death	and	

resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ.		It’s	believable!		It	makes	

a	lot	of	very	good	sense!	

The	next	couple	of	verses	remind	us	of	the	pressing	

need	to	be	witnesses	to	what	God	has	done	in	our	

lives.		The	kind	of	faith	that	leads	to	salvation	also	

leads	to	confession.		We	are	called	to	testify	to	others	

–	we	have	a	responsibility	to	share	our	faith	with	

others.		We	tell	them	how	the	Lord	has	impacted	our	

lives,	how	he	has	changed	our	outlook,	how	he	has	

given	us	a	reason	for	living.			

Paul	shows	us	the	reason	why	it’s	all	so	worthwhile	in	

verses	12	and	13.		God	doesn’t	make	fish	of	one	and	

flesh	of	another;	when	it	comes	to	his	salvation,	he	

treats	us	all	the	same.		The	Jews	don’t	get	a	better	

deal	than	the	Gentiles,	the	Gentiles	are	not	offered	a	

better	future	than	the	Jews	–	no,	we’re	all	richly	

blessed	–	so	blessed	are	we	that	we	become	an	

integral	part	of	God’s	international	family.			

The	Lord	that	I	trust,	and	the	Lord	that	you	trust,	is	

the	same	Lord	Jesus	Christ	–	hence	Paul’s	comment:	

‘the	same	Lord	is	Lord	of	all’.		

If	it	does	nothing	else,	it	emphasises	the	wideness	of	

the	mercy	of	God,	it	focuses	on	the	lengths	to	which	

God	is	prepared	to	go	to	redeem	us,	it	sounds	the	

depths	to	which	his	hand	reaches	to	rescue	us,	and	it	

soars	to	the	heights	to	which	he	lifts	us	–	all	in	all,	it	

pays	tribute	to	the	wonderful	grace	of	Jesus.	

‘How,	then,	can	they	call	on	the	one	they	have	not	

believed	in?		And	how	can	they	believe	in	the	one	of	

whom	they	have	not	heard?		And	how	can	they	hear	

without	someone	preaching	to	them?		And	how	can	

they	preach	unless	they	are	sent?’		Four	stirring	

questions	that	should	rock	us	out	of	our	complacency.		

Four	challenging	questions	that	should	squeeze	our	

comfort	zone!			

When	it	comes	to	passing	on	the	message,	that	is	our	

responsibility	–	we	have	an	obligation	to	men	and	

women	in	our	day	and	generation,	we	owe	it	to	all	

people	to	tell	them	of	Jesus.		The	message	is	to	all	

men,	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.		

Paul	links	this	to	a	wonderful	statement	in	Isaiah	52:7,	

where	we	read:	‘How	beautiful	are	the	feet	of	those	

who	bring	good	news.’		Do	you	want	pretty	feet,	

beautiful	feet?		Well,	then,	get	off	your	settee	and	go	

out	there	and	tell	people	of	Jesus!		To	me,	there’s	no	

greater	thrill,	no	greater	privilege!	

Paul	rounds	the	chapter	off	with	a	remarkable	insight	

into	the	heart	and	mind	of	God	–	the	God	we	meet	in	

verse	21	is	a	God	of	unbelievable	patience,	infinite	

tenderness,	unstoppable	love,	and	unlimited	grace.	



See	what	he	does,	even	when	Israel	says	‘no’	to	him,	

he	doesn’t	give	up	hope	–	he	doesn’t	waver	in	his	long	

term	commitment	to	them,	for	we	read:	‘All	day	long	I	

have	held	out	my	hands	to	a	disobedient	and	

obstinate	people.’		To	me,	that	says	a	lot	about	the	

faithfulness	of	God!			

Paul	is	a	great	one	for	asking	all	the	right	questions	–	

mind	you,	he	doesn’t	only	ask	them,	he	answers	them	

as	well!		I	reckon	that	makes	life	a	lot	easier	for	the	

rest	of	us.		He’s	done	it	many	times	in	Romans	9	and	

10,	and	a	quick	look	at	verse	one	in	Romans	11	shows	

that	he’s	still	at	it.			

This	time	he	pops	an	incredibly	tough	question:	‘Did	

God	reject	his	people?’		The	answer	is	a	resounding	

‘no!’		In	fact,	Paul	can’t	be	any	more	resolute	than	he	

is	at	this	point	–	he	says,	digging	his	heels	in,	‘by	no	

means!’			

The	God	we	meet	here	is	a	God	who	can	always	be	

trusted,	a	God	whose	word	is	his	bond,	a	God	who	

keeps	every	promise,	a	God	who	always	delivers	the	

goods!	

It’s	fairly	obvious	that	Paul	knows	what	he’s	talking	

about	–	in	fact,	he	has	a	vested	interest	in	the	subject.		

Reason:	he	himself	was	a	true	blooded	Jew!		He	spells	

it	out	in	verse	1	with	the	few	biographical	words:	‘I	am	

an	Israelite	myself,	a	descendant	of	Abraham,	from	

the	tribe	of	Benjamin.’		You	can’t	be	any	more	Jewish	

than	that!		He	has	impeccable	credentials!	

If	God	was	having	second	thoughts	about	the	nation	

of	Israel,	why	would	he	bother	to	reach	down	and	

save	the	likes	of	him?		Even	though	Saul	of	Tarsus	was	

public	enemy	number	one	in	the	early	church,	God	

changed	his	life	on	the	Damascus	road	–		and	from	

that	day	forward	Paul	was	blazing	a	trail	for	the	Lord.		

You	see,	God	remained	faithful	to	him.			

Having	experienced	God’s	faithfulness	on	a	personal	

level,	the	apostle	takes	a	look	at	the	nation,	and	

declares	in	verse	2	that	‘God	did	not	reject	his	people,	

whom	he	foreknew.’		God’s	not	in	the	business	of	

changing	his	mind	–	he	says	what	he	means,	he	means	

what	he	says.		He	doesn’t	backtrack	or	renege	on	any	

of	his	promises.		The	God	we’re	talking	about	here	is	a	

God	who	stands	by	all	that	he	says.	

In	verses	3	and	4,	Paul	gives	us	an	amazing	illustration	

of	this	from	the	days	of	Elijah—the	old	prophet	

languished	when	he	felt	he	was	the	only	one	who	

hadn’t	bowed	the	knee	to	Baal.		The	Lord	reminded	

him	that	he	wasn’t	on	his	own,	there	were	seven	

thousand	who	were	loyal	to	the	living	God.		I	tell	you,	

that	brought	Elijah	to	his	senses.		A	remnant!		That’s	

what	they	were.	

The	lesson	is	this:	God	never	leaves	himself	without	a	

witness—the	lamp	may	burn	dim,	but	it	never	goes	

out!	

A	God	of	faithfulness,	that’s	the	theme	of	verses	1-4;	

well,	the	God	we	meet	in	verses	5	and	6,	is	a	God	of	

grace.		You	see,	the	basis	for	this	remnant	is	grace!		

There	was	nothing	special	about	them	that	deserved	

the	attention	God	gave	them,	nothing	great	about	

them,	at	all!		If	the	truth	be	told,	it’s	only	the	Lord	

who	would	look	at	them	a	second	time,	no	one	else	

would	take	them	under	their	notice.		

They	were	no	better	than	the	people	next	door.		They	

were	as	stiff	necked	as	they	come—read	their	potted,	

chequered	history	in	the	Bible.		Paul	makes	the	valid	

point	that	grace	is	grace	because	it	doesn’t	depend	on	

who	they	are	or	what	they	do—all	the	time,	grace	



focuses	on	the	goodness	and	big	hearted	generosity	

of	God.			

And	in	this	context,	that’s	what	God	has	done	with	a	

remnant	in	Israel	–	he	has	called	them	to	himself,	he	

has	personally	chosen	them,	he	has	set	his	love	upon	

them,	he	has	richly	blessed	them,	and	it’s	all	because	

of	marvellous,	magnificent	grace!	

So	Paul	makes	much	of	the	faithfulness	of	God	and	

the	grace	of	God;	in	verses	7-10,	he	homes	in	on	the	

sovereignty	of	God.		In	my	book,	here’s	a	God	who	

does	what	he	does	because	he	is	who	he	is!		God	is	

answerable	to	no	one,	he	doesn’t	have	to	give	an	

account	of	himself	to	any	man	–	he	is	God!	

Paul	asks	another	question	in	verse	11:	‘Did	they	

stumble	so	as	to	fall	beyond	recovery?’		A	fairly	

straightforward	question!		A	straight	from	the	

shoulder	answer	–	three	words	say	all	that	needs	to	

be	said:	‘not	at	all!’			

In	other	words,	God	has	his	own	way	of	doing	things	–	

it	may	seem	as	though	Israel	has	blown	it	big	time,	yet	

God	takes	even	that	and	uses	it	to	teach	timely	

lessons	to	others.		God	has	three	reasons	up	his	sleeve	

for	allowing	the	Jewish	people	to	stumble	here	and	

there:	

Their	experience	is	to	enrich	the	world,	and	that’s	the	

gist	of	his	comments	in	verse	12.		Their	experience	

also	has	a	hugely	positive	effect	on	Gentiles.		Again,	

we	glean	that	from	verse	12.		Says	Paul,	it	means	

‘riches	for	the	Gentiles’.		That’s	why	I’m	glad	to	be	an	

integral	part	of	the	family	of	God.			

The	gospel	came	to	us—today	we’re	part	of	the	body	

of	Christ,	a	body	comprised	of	Jewish	and	Gentile	

believers.		We	owe	so	much	to	them,	but	we	owe	

everything	to	the	sovereign	Lord.		Through	them,	he	

has	made	it	possible!		

What	happened	to	them	has	not	only	blessed	the	

world,	and	benefited	the	Gentiles,	it	has	also	acted	as	

a	kind	of	catalyst	to	their	own	kith	and	kin—that’s	

what	Paul	refers	to	in	verses	11	and	14	when	he	

specifically	talks	about	making	his	countrymen	a	touch	

envious.			

He	wants	to	provoke	them	in	the	best	sense	of	that	

word—provoke	them	to	think	positively	about	God.		

His	impassioned	desire	is	to	‘arouse’	in	them	a	

genuine	hunger	for	reality	and	intimacy	with	God.			

There’s	a	couple	of	timeless	principles	we	can	take	on	

board.		One,	the	Lord	does	his	best	work	through	a	

remnant;	so	often	we	are	caught	up	in	the	numbers	

game.		God’s	not	into	that	kind	of	thing—statistics	

don’t	impress	him.		More	often	than	not,	God	chooses	

to	work	through	a	small	group	of	people	who	are	sold	

out	to	him	no	matter	what.			

And,	number	two,	unlike	the	man	next	door,	God	

always	keeps	his	promises.		We	fail	him	many	times,	

sure	we	do,	but	he	never	fails	us!		If	he	says	it,	he’ll	do	

it!		We	can	sink	our	teeth	into	that	truth,	we	can	build	

our	life	on	that	truth!	

God	is	faithful,	God	is	good,	God	is	sovereign.		Romans	

11	is	proof,	if	proof	were	needed,	that	God	is	not	

through	with	Israel!		He	has	not	forgotten	them,	he	

has	not	failed	them,	he	has	not	finished	with	them.	

That	affirms	the	fact	that	Israel	remains	right	at	the	

very	heart	of	God’s	plan	and	purpose—the	Jews	

always	were,	they	still	are,	and	they	forever	will	be	

God’s	chosen	people.		



As	believing	Jews	and	believing	Gentiles,	we’re	all	on	

the	same	level,	we’re	all	members	of	the	same	body,	

we’re	all	branches	on	the	same	tree!		

Paul	shows	us	that	there	is	nothing	good	in	any	one	of	

us—we	have	nothing	to	brag	about,	we	are	where	we	

are	by	the	grace	of	God.		We	are	holy	because	the	

‘root’	is	holy—in	other	words,	we	can	take	no	credit	

for	the	blessings	we	have.		The	glory	goes	to	God	

alone!	

Paul	pulls	no	punches	when	he	tells	us	in	verse	18	to	

keep	our	feet	on	the	ground.		He	says:	‘you	do	not	

support	the	root,	but	the	root	supports	you!’		What	

he	means	is	this:	as	Gentile	believers,	we	must	never	

forget	the	immense	debt	we	owe	to	the	Jew.		If	it	

were	not	for	the	Jews,	we	would	not	even	have	a	

Saviour.		We	need	to	remember	that	Jesus	was	a	Jew!			

The	paragraph	that	stretches	from	verses	25	to	32	is	

one	of	the	most	wonderful	in	Scripture.		Paul	gives	us	

a	beautiful	cameo	of	the	character	of	God!			

Paul	starts	the	ball	rolling	in	verse	25	by	focusing	on	

the	timing	of	God.		What	has	happened	to	Israel	is	

part	of	God’s	overall	plan,	and	God	knows	what	he	is	

doing.		

Paul	makes	it	crystal	clear	that	the	‘hardening’	or	

‘blindness’	of	Israel	is	neither	total	nor	final—two	

things,	it	is	partial,	and	it	is	temporary.		The	six	million	

dollar	question	is,	‘How	long	will	it	last?’		Answer:	it	

will	last	‘until	the	full	number	of	the	Gentiles	has	

come	in!’		That’s	the	definitive	answer.		

Right	now,	God	is	drawing	out	from	among	the	

nations	of	the	world,	a	people	for	his	praise	and	a	

people	for	his	name.		One	convert	after	another,	he	is	

growing	his	church,	he	is	building	his	kingdom!		This	is	

the	age	of	the	Spirit,	the	dispensation	of	grace—it’s	a	

special	season	when	God	is	visiting	the	Gentiles	with	

his	favour.			

When	the	last	stone	has	been	added	to	the	building,	

when	the	last	member	has	been	added	to	the	body,	

when	this	present	age	has	run	its	course,	then	God	

will	once	more	deal	with	the	nation	of	Israel.			

It	may	seem	like	a	long	time	that	Israel	has	been	in	the	

sidings	but,	in	the	grand	scheme	of	things,	time	makes	

very	little	difference—God	is	not	bound	by	time,	he	is	

eternal!		The	good	news	is	that	God	never	runs	late—

he’s	on	schedule,	he’s	on	time!	

The	next	couple	of	verses,	27	and	28,	remind	us	of	the	

covenant	of	God.		It’s	a	continuation	of	the	quote	

from	Isaiah	59—again	the	focus	is	on	the	dealings	of	

God	with	Israel.		He	has	them	on	his	heart,	they	are	

the	apple	of	his	eye—he	chose	Israel	in	his	grace	and	

love	and	mercy.		There	was	nothing	special	about	

them,	nothing	spectacular	about	them,	but	God	drew	

them	into	his	sovereign	purpose	and	plan.		He	did	it	

when	he	elected	them	in	grace!			

In	a	pithy	manner,	Paul	tells	us	in	verse	29	why	it	has	

to	be	this	way,	why	God	cannot	go	back	on	his	word—

his	‘gifts	and	his	call	are	irrevocable’.		God	is	

unchanging	in	his	nature.		If	God	were	to	renege	on	

his	promise	to	Israel,	he	would	cease	to	be	true	to	his	

own	nature.		God	cannot	deny	himself.	

Verses	30-32	are	a	powerful	incentive	to	shine	the	

torchlight	on	the	grace	of	God.		It	is	boundless,	and	

limitless	and,	without	fail,	it	is	directed	to	those	who	

least	deserve	it!		

It	doesn’t	matter	where	they	hang	their	hat	on	a	

Saturday	or	Sunday—if	they	don’t	know	Jesus,	one	

lost	Jew	is	no	more	lost	or	no	less	lost	than	one	lost	

Gentile.		Salvation	is	for	all	men—we	have	to	come	to	



a	point	in	our	life	when	we	sense	our	need	and	then	

do	something	about	it.		That’s	why	Jesus	came!	

To	sum	up	then—number	one,	Israel’s	rejection	is	

temporary;	number	two,	Israel’s	salvation	will	be	

total;	and,	number	three,	Israel’s	future	is	assured!		

God	is	on	their	side.		

I	love	the	way	Paul	rounds	off	this	section	on	Israel	

with	a	marvellous	paean	of	praise.		It’s	a	stunning	

doxology	that	puts	the	focus	on	the	overwhelming	

greatness	of	God.		When	Paul	reflects	on	the	hand	of	

God	in	the	life	of	a	nation,	the	least	he	can	do	is	break	

forth	in	spontaneous	praise.	

The	God	we	meet	here	is	a	God	who	remains	

unrivalled,	a	God	whose	splendour	is	unmatched,	a	

God	in	a	league	of	his	own.		When	it	comes	to	deity,	

God	is	out	there	on	his	own,	he	is	second	to	none,	the	

incomparable	God.	

The	intrinsic	thought	woven	into	the	fabric	of	verses	

33	and	34	is	that	we	can	never	get	to	the	bottom	of	

God.		He	is	unfathomable.	

You	see,	Paul	admires	God	for	who	he	is!		He	exclaims	

the	boundless	extent	of	the	Lord’s	understanding.		His	

wisdom	and	knowledge	are	immeasurable.		He	knows	

all	there	is	to	know	about	what	was,	what	is,	and	what	

will	be.		

When	we	realise	the	awesome	greatness	of	our	God,	

there	is	only	one	appropriate	response	from	our	heart	

and	life—total	surrender!		The	word	‘amen’	means	‘so	

be	it’.			

We	are	way	beyond	the	point	of	trying	to	understand,	

we	no	longer	seek	explanations	for	this,	that,	and	the	

other;	we	recognise	that	we	can’t	wrap	God	around	

our	little	finger,	so	we	give	in.		So	be	it!		Whatever	

God	wants,	let	it	be!			

That’s	the	spirit—it’s	all	about	God	having	his	way	in	

our	lives,	and	in	our	world—he	is	active	on	a	personal	

level	in	your	life	and	mine,	he	is	active	internationally	

for	he	rules	and	reigns.		It’s	an	overt	plea	from	the	

heart	of	the	apostle	Paul	for	men	and	women	to	let	

God	be	God!		And	for	us	to	let	God	do	God!	

	

	


