
Songs of the Servant (4.5) ... Isaiah 53:10-12

We're back again this evening with the words of 
John 12:21 ringing in our ears, ‘Sir, we would see 
Jesus.’ That is a noble request for any person to 
make - and with God’s help, we’ll certainly catch 
a glimpse of him. As we explore the wonders of 
the closing stanza in the final Servant Song - the 
main theme is that of the Servant’s salvation.
So far in this fourth song we have looked at the 
Servant’s exaltation - where we saw him as the 
shocking Servant in 52:13-15; then we focused 
on the Servant’s rejection - where we saw him 
as the sorrowing Servant in 53:1-3; we then 
contemplated the Servant’s passion - where we 
saw him as the smitten Servant in 53:4-6; and, 
last week, we homed in on the Servant’s 
submission - where we saw him as the silent 
Servant in 53:7-9. 
Right here, as I mentioned earlier, the spotlight 
shines on the Servant’s salvation - we see him 
here as the satisfied Servant! He was satisfied in 
life, in death, and in eternity. For Jesus, it was a 
case of mission accomplished, a job well done - 
no wonder he cried out, ‘It is finished.’ This final 
stanza begins with a triumphant promise and it 
ends with a triumphant proclamation! 
So when we think about the death of the Lord 
Jesus as God’s passover Lamb, as the sinner’s 
substitute, we discover first of all that …  
1. It is purposed by the Lord (10)
The death of the suffering Servant of Jehovah on 
the cross of Calvary was not an accident - it was 
by divine appointment. What happened to Jesus 

was not an unexpected tragedy, but the precise 
fulfilment of God’s plan. This was on the Father’s 
to-do list from before the foundation of the world.  
That means, the Servant was the right person, at 
the right time, at the right place, following the 
right plan.
And that explains the opening comment in verse 
10, ‘it pleased the Lord to bruise him’ - for you 
and me, those words are incomprehensible, they 
are unfathomable; we simply can’t get our heads 
around them. The NIV helpfully translates it when 
it says, ‘it was the Lord’s will to crush him.’ And so 
it was! He is the answer to our every need. Here 
is a God who takes no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked (Ezekiel 18:23), yet he takes delight in 
the death of his Servant, the righteous one. 
There is no other way to explain it, nor can we 
explain it away. This was God’s intention, it was 
his sovereign purpose for his beloved Son. God 
gave him up (Acts 2:22f). He was no hapless 
victim, he was the chosen one. Even though we 
recoil at such brutal pain, and crushing anguish, 
and forsaken abandonment, we are enormously 
grateful that it happened. 
Bearing shame and scoffing rude, In my place 
condemned he stood, Sealed my pardon with his 
blood, Hallelujah, what a Saviour.
When Jesus voluntarily laid down his life as a 
ransom for many, he was not dying the death of a 
well-meaning martyr. If you read church history, 
you’ll find that martyrs often died singing praises 
to God, testifying to their faith in the Lord. They 



died with hope and joy in their hearts because 
they died under the sweet comforts of grace.
But Jesus, in his darkest hour, received no help 
or succour in his death. He suffered under the 
relentless terrors of divine wrath and fury against 
sin. This was God forsaken by God. I read these 
words and they sent a shiver down my spine: 
‘God arrived in the blackness at Calvary to bring 
judgment, not on the ungodly, but on his Son.’ 
An example of infinite wrath moved by infinite 
righteousness brought infinite punishment on the 
eternal Son. The beloved John expressed it this 
way, when he wrote, ‘In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins’ (1 John 
4:10). 
Are you looking for a definition of love? You need 
look no further for it’s all there in the opening line 
of Isaiah 53:10.  
It was, we read, his Father ‘who put him to grief.’ 
That speaks of the raw intensity of his suffering; 
all in all, an excruciating experience. Enough to 
completely debilitate him. And that was bad, but 
he went further, for we read that he also made 
‘his soul an offering for sin’ - that is, a guilt or a 
trespass offering (based on Leviticus 5) … Paul 
reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:21, ‘God made him 
who had no sin to be sin for us …’ Well might we 
joyfully ascribe praise unto him with the words:
My sin, O the bliss of this glorious thought, My 
sin, not in part but the whole, Is nailed to the 
cross, And I bear it no more, Praise the Lord, 
praise the Lord, O my soul. 

We move on from a hill called Mount Calvary to 
stand on resurrection ground. This all sounds so 
terrifically promising, for we read in veres 10 that 
‘he shall see his seed [and] he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 
in his hand.’ 
Ah, a telling reminder that the life and sacrificial 
death of the Servant was not a waste, after all. 
Yes, he was bruised by the Lord, but he is also 
blessed by the Lord! So what does it all mean?
‘He shall see his seed or offspring’ - this is pure 
joy for it points us to where we are right now, in 
the family of God. When Jesus died, he provided 
the basis for our justification - but he did more, for 
he also provided the basis for our new birth - new 
birth into God’s global community. Today, we are 
not only justified sinners, we are children who are 
in a personal relationship with God as our Father 
and Jesus as our elder brother. We are forgiven, 
and we are family! 
‘He shall prolong his days’ - that means, his days 
will be lengthened. He was ‘cut off’ at Calvary, his 
days were cut short when he died; now, here’s 
the exhilarating prospect of a living Saviour, one 
whose days are now measured by the gauge of 
eternity. The banner headline tells us that Jesus 
is alive for evermore, the garden grave we read 
of in verse 9 is empty, the stone is rolled away … 
death is dead, love has won, Christ has 
conquered … and the Servant of Jehovah now 
enjoys life in the power of an indestructible life.
Here is one who was there in eternity past. He 
stood astride the ages. When he came as a Babe 
in Bethlehem he stepped out of eternity into time. 



He lived. He died. He rose again. He ascended 
into heaven. He sat down at the Father’s right 
hand - a beautiful token that his future was as 
endless as his past!
The final phrase reminds us that ‘the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand.’ This is just so 
amazing in that it guarantees the success of the 
ministry of Jesus - it has the idea of flourishing 
and fulfilling behind it. No hint of failure. No tinge 
of sadness. Nothing downbeat at all. This is very 
much on the front foot and it’s an affirmation that 
the Father’s perfect will and good pleasure will 
pay handsomely rich dividends in and through the 
one who is the Suffering Servant.  
The proof of the pudding is always in the eating 
and we see ample evidence of the triumphs of 
the cross in the lives of men and women around 
the world … so much so that, in that final day, 
there will be an uncountable number gathered 
around the throne - and they’re there from every 
kindred and tongue and tribe and nation. When 
God talks of prosperity this is what is uppermost 
in his mind. The Lamb wins!
The head that once was crowned with thorns, Is 
crowned with glory now, A royal diadem adorns, 
The mighty victor’s brow. The cross he bore is life 
and health, Though shame and death to him, His 
people’s hope, His people’s wealth, Their 
everlasting theme. 
2. It is pleasing to the Servant (11)
The opening phrase in verse 11 is a fascinating 
one, where we read that ‘he shall see the labour 
of his soul, and be satisfied.’ In other words, as a 
result of all that he did for us at Calvary, he will be 

pleased with the outcome. For the Servant, it was 
worth it all. It’s a reminder of the words first heard 
in John 12:24, ‘Except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it dies, 
it bringeth forth much fruit.’
These words can be translated to read: ‘As a 
result of the anguish of his soul, he will see it and 
be satisfied.’ That poses the question: What will 
he see? He will see the abundant fruit, his seed, 
the plentiful results, of his labour - his redeeming 
work was not in vain, the outcome of his atoning 
death was never in doubt. 
And so far as we can tell, the first man in through 
the open door was the dying thief … and, thank 
God, since then there have been tens of millions 
who’ve come back home! That’s why God’s grace 
is so incredibly amazing!
Did you notice it in the text, for here we discover 
how Jesus feels about God’s rescue plan? He is 
‘satisfied.’ There’s nothing smug or selfish about 
it - it’s not as if he manages a kind of wry smile; it 
seems to me, there is a sense of pure, undiluted 
joy and humble gladness with the whole venture. 
Satisfied! 
The second half of the verse is of immense 
significance - what we have here is one of the 
most comprehensive statements of atonement 
theology ever penned. Let me show you what I 
mean:
one, the Servant knows the needs to be met and 
what needs to be done in order to meet them; 
two, since he is the ‘righteous Servant’ he ticks all 
the boxes and is thus acceptable to a holy God to 
bring about redemption’s plan; three, because he 



is righteous, he is free from every trace of sin - he 
is spotless, innocent, and blameless; 
four, he identified personally with our sin and 
need when he made them his very own; five, the 
emphatic pronoun ‘He’ emphasises his personal 
commitment as our sin-bearing substitute; six, he 
left no stone unturned in order to purchase and 
secure sinful man’s salvation.
When I wrote those words, a line of an old gospel 
hymn sprang to mind: Oh, what a Saviour that he 
died for me! The hymn says: All my iniquities on 
him were laid, All my indebtedness by him was 
paid; All who believe on him, the Lord hath said, 
Hath everlasting life. 
Those words are so true, aren’t they? For that’s 
the prime thought behind the phrase, ‘by his 
knowledge my righteous servant shall justify 
many.’ It’s not what he knows as the Servant that 
is uppermost in Isaiah’s mind, but who we know - 
when we know him intimately and have that up-
close relationship with him then we are numbered 
among those who are justified. We are acquitted! 
No longer under condemnation.
This is the same knowledge Jesus spoke of in his 
high priestly prayer in John 17:3, where we read: 
‘And this is eternal life, that they know you, the 
only true God.’ It’s the same knowledge that Paul 
spoke of in Philippians 3:10, where his aspiration 
is to ‘know him and the power of his resurrection.’
The questions are: Why is he able to justify us 
and how can he make us righteous? There’s the 
one and only possible answer at the end of the 
verse … ‘for he shall bear their iniquities.’ He died 
in our place for ‘in my place condemned he stood’ 

- he took our sin and he made it his very own, he 
bore the burden to Calvary … 
he takes our sin and our guilt, and we receive his 
righteousness - he takes the dirty garments of our 
flesh and gives us the new clothes of impeccable 
righteousness! What a gracious transaction. His 
righteousness is credited to our account. Wow, it 
is a glorious and blessed exchange!
One further question before we move on to the 
final verse, Who are the many? Well, they are a 
vast multitude who have been pardoned - a huge 
congregation of the redeemed from every corner 
of the earth - a company of innumerable men and 
women from all around the world - therein lies the 
cleansing power of the blood of Jesus. Sufficient 
for all. Efficient for some. It shines the torchlight 
on the efficacy of the atonement of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus saves!
3. It is provided for many (12)
These closing words in this fourth Song of the 
Servant remind me of that great old hymn: Look, 
ye saints, the sight is glorious: See the man of 
sorrows now: From the fight returned victorious, 
Every knee to him shall bow: Crown him, crown 
him, Crowns become the victor’s brow.
The picture here is that of a victory parade with 
the Servant marching out front in the role of an 
all-conquering Saviour, bringing home the spoils 
of battle. God will give him all those whom he 
redeemed as well as those who rejected him, for 
we read in Philippians 2:10-11 that ‘every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is 
Lord.’ Jesus is the victor over Satan, sin, death, 
and hell. 



That begs the question: Why does he deserve 
such honour, such acclaim? And the answer is, 
‘because he poured out his soul unto death.’ This 
is what he did of his own accord - no man took 
his life from him, he laid it down voluntarily when 
he prayed that seventh word from the old rugged 
cross, ‘Father, into thy hands …’ 
The word ‘poured’ means to empty to the last 
drop - again, Paul says something similar in 
Philippians 2 where we read that he emptied 
himself … in other words, he gave everything he 
could possibly give, he held absolutely nothing 
back, he gave all, he gave himself - for you and 
me!
Yes, ‘he was numbered with the transgressors,’ in 
that he aligned himself with them - such men are 
law-breakers, who flout God’s commands and 
like sheep (6) do their own thing - it was for such 
rebels that he died. They were beside him on the 
hill of Calvary … he identified with the rest of us 
who were all in the same boat as they were when 
he bore our sin - the Good Shepherd became the 
Lamb of God when he died that we might be 
forgiven, he died to make us good, that we might 
go at last to heaven, saved by his precious blood. 
The closing comment reminds us of a wonderful 
truth that Jesus never thought about himself, he 
was always thinking about others, for we read 
that ‘he made intercession for the transgressors.’ 
That he did on Calvary’s brow when he said over 
and over again, ‘Father, forgive them …’ That’s in 
the past tense …
The word here in verse 12 is better translated in 
the present tense, that is, he makes intercession 

for the transgressors. He is our great high priest, 
he is our advocate with the Father, he is the one 
true mediator between heaven and earth - yes, 
thank God, there’s a Man in the Glory and today 
he’s praying for you and me! He’s there to plead 
our case, to represent us before the Father … his 
work on Calvary is finished - his prayer ministry is 
unfinished … he’s at it every day on our behalf!
We can tie up some of the loose ends by saying 
this: the rejection was his, the acceptance is ours; 
the wounding was his, the healing is ours; the 
stripes were his, the salvation is ours; the price 
paid was his, the forgiveness is ours; the death 
was his, the life is ours. Well might we exclaim: 
Hallelujah, what a Saviour!
Bernard of Clairvaux penned the original version 
of these beautiful words and they find an echo in 
our hearts: O sacred head, now wounded, with 
grief and shame weighed down. Now scornfully 
surrounded, with thorns, thine only crown. How 
pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse, and 
scorn! How does that visage languish, which 
once was bright as morn!
What thou, my Lord hast suffered, was all for 
sinners’ gain. Mine, mine was the transgression, 
but thine the deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, my 
Saviour! ’Tis I deserve thy place. Look on me with 
thy favour! And grant to me thy grace.
For you and me this evening, I trust we’re all able 
to say with hearts overflowing with gratitude: ‘I 
thank God for Isaiah’s suffering Servant. I thank 
God for the Lord Jesus! What a servant. What a 
Saviour.’ 


