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1 Kings 21 ... ‘More than a punnet of sour grapes’

1 Kings 21 is where we’re at this evening in
your series on, The Crown - Tracing God'’s
Royal Line. The guy who features rather
prominently in this chapter is one you’ve
come across before - he’s not the most
pleasant of blokes; he’s not the smartest of
men in town, but he is streetwise; he is
weak and wicked; R G Lee said of him that
he’s ‘the vile human toad who squatted

upon the throne of Israel!

Ahab and Jezebel are not the kind of people
you’d want to invite round to your home for
a wee bite of supper ... they are not the
nicest couple in town - their track record
shows that they have a bit of a reputation
near and far; it’s fair to say, they have a
knack for getting things done, but most
times what they do is done in a dirty and
devious way. They are marked by evil and
idolatry. There’s no doubt about it, but this
guy is the worst of a bad bunch of kings in

Israel’s history.



on. So the question is: What’s the issue
here in this epic chapter?

Well, it revolves around Naboth’s vineyard -
that’s confirmed by the chapter heading in
bold italics at the top of the page! In fact,
the more you get into the chapter, it’s clear
from Ahab’s reaction to Naboth’s refusal to
play ball with him that it’s more than a
punnet of sour grapes.

It’s also a powerful illustration of the
timeless truth that we reap what we sow ...
it highlights the moment when the patience
of God is exhausted, when he steps in and
firmly declares, ‘That’s enough!” A classic
case of Payday, Someday!

One of my favourite Bible commentators is
the American, Dale Ralph Dauvis - he says
that the take-home lesson of chapter 20 is
Getting Clear About God ... in chapter 22, as
you’ll find out next week, the emphasis is
on Getting Clear About God’s Word ... here
in chapter 21, the main beam shines on you
and | Getting Clear About God’s Justice!
And that is massively reassuring ... our God
is a God who sees that his people get justice
- it may not happen when we want it; it
may not happen in the way we’d like to see
it; it may not happen in this life, but it will in
the next ...

we need to remember that our just God has
a long arm and a strong hand; he has a

memory that never fails; he sees all things,

and he knows all things; he doesn’t settle all
his accounts at the end of a given month;
and, yes, he always has the last word. Ah,
God vindicates his own people! He always
has done, he always will do.

Jesus backs up this idea when we read in
Luke 18:7 that ‘God will bring about justice
for his chosen ones, [for those] who cry out
to him day and night.” That’s good news for
you and | this Sunday evening - no matter
what happens to us down here, our great
God, the God of the covenant, will sort it all
out - when it comes to your life and mine,
he’s rooting for us, he’s onside!

God is for us. There’s not an Ahab or a
Jezebel in this world that we have to worry
about ... as Paul says, ‘Since God is for us,
who can be against us?’

That mind-blowing truth is what we see
outworked in this chapter, 1 Kings 21. As
the drama unfolds, there are 5 personalities
on the stage - and each one is important in
one way or another:

1. Ahab is selfish

There’s no doubts about that statement - he
is selfish in each and every way. We see that
so clearly in verses 1-2 ... this guy has it
made in terms of wealth and prosperity -
there’s no cost of living crisis with him! He
has everything money can buy, he has no
financial worries at all; yet, he’s still not

satisfied with his lot - he wants more.



He has a beautiful ivory palace in Samaria,
his first home, and a majestic winter palace
25-30 miles away, in the north of Israel, it’s
in the plain of Jezreel - sometimes that is
called the valley of Esdraelon, it’s where
Megiddo or Armageddon is ...

some of you may have been there, and
you’ll know from what you saw that Jezreel
is a fertile, flat plain, stretching before you
as far as the eye can see, it’s between the
mountains of Galilee and the lowlands of
Samaria. It’s a lush green expanse of real
estate - so vast, so verdant, it’s where the
climate is pleasant.

And that’s where Ahab has his green eyes
of envy on another man’s property! Right
beside his place is Naboth’s vineyard - and
he reckons it would make a good vegetable
garden! That’s when he and Naboth had a
one-sided conversation when Ahab dangled
a couple of juicy carrots before him - one,
give me your vineyard and I’ll give you one
that is better ... two, or, if you prefer, I'll give
you hard cash for it ...

For Naboth, on a purely human level, it was
win-win, but he was having none of it - he
doesn’t even have to think about it - there
and then, he stands his ground and rejects
outright both offers from Ahab - in verse 3,
he says: ‘The Lord forbid that | should give

you the inheritance of my fathers.

In other words, you may be the king, but
my allegiance is to another king, and | will
honour him at all times and in all things! |
will not buckle or bend for any man or
monarch!

Naboth realised that some things in life are
non-negotiable and this was one of them.
Integrity matters! Biblical truth and godly
principles matter. ‘Every man has his price,
we’re told, but Naboth couldn’t be bought!
True for him in days of yore, in the dim and
distant past, true for you and me in 2024.
Simply put, Ahab wanted his way, Naboth
only wanted God’s way. And straight away
you can see there is a clash of cultures ...
each has a different perspective on life, a
radically different outlook on what counts in
life ... one man, Ahab, is me-centred, whiles
the other, Naboth, is God-focused. And the
mega challenge is, which one am |, are we?
Did you see the outcome recorded for us in
verse 4? | mean, it’s pathetic, isn’t it ... I'm
not sure what age Ahab was at this point,
but he’s acting here like a spoilt child! He
throws his toys out of the pram and pouts;
his lower lip goes down and he sulks; he
feels really sorry for himself ... a crybaby ...
ah, poor man, he lies on his bed and
bemoans his lot in life, just because he
doesn’t get his own way! The NLT has it that
‘he went to bed with his face to the wall’

He’s in a mood! He refuses to eat ... you



read all that and you can’t help but think to
yourself, what a twerp the king is ... he’s a
big kid ... he’s a plonker, he’s a wally if ever
there was one! A pouting potentate.

That shows what greed and avarice can do
to a man - it shows where coveting can lead
you ... it will take you where you’re best not
to go! Since Ahab is selfish to the core, what
about Naboth?

2. Naboth is steadfast

We've already covered this ground when
we talked about his refusal and rebuttal of
Ahab’s big idea ... but let me tease it out a
little for you ... his answer was a blunt ‘no!’
He didn’t hedge his bets, he didn’t pause
for time, he didn’t try to up the ante in
terms of what he could get out of it ... nope,
he just told him it wasn’t up for sale!

You can see his one-sentence response in
verse 3, and it’s a real classic. Basically, he
said, ‘God forbid!” What was his rationale?
Why did he kick Ahab’s suggestion out of
the field of play? Here’s why ... Naboth was
familiar with the teaching of the OT and he
wasn’t prepared to disobey God’s word.

It was part of his inheritance, something
passed down to him by his ancestors - and
he was not permitted to sell it as it had to
be kept in the family - you can read about it
in Leviticus 25:23 and Numbers 36:7. That’s
why he turned down such a lucrative offer -

because it went against the Word of God.

| love this about Naboth - when he’s backed
into a corner by a big wig in the land, he has
the courage of his convictions, he nailed his
colours to the mast, he unashamedly stood
his ground and did not waver. There were
no shades of grey in his heart and mind - his
actions were governed by Scripture ... for
us, it should be no different.

In today’s world, when we’re faced with all
kinds of temptation, honesty is not the best
policy, honesty is the only policy! We must
stand for what is right, we dare not allow
ourselves to be swept downstream on the
tidal wave of compromise. Naboth had a
backbone of spiritual stubbornness.

So ... Ahab is a selfish man, and Naboth is a
steadfast man - the question is, What about
Jezebel?

3. Jezebel is sinister

When you look at the diabolical plot
unfolding in verses 5-14, you begin to see
just how evil a woman she really is. I'm not
her to give her a swollen head, but she has
a sort of evil brilliance - | mean, this is
where she excelled ... you thought Ahab
was bad, well, she puts him in the shade!
You can trace it in the sequence of events -
one, she cajoled Ahab with a caustic taunt
in verse 7; two, she resorted to forgery on
royal notepaper in verse 8; three, she was
filled with hypocrisy in verse 9; four, she

coerced others into perjury in verse 10;



and, five, she got a good man, an innocent
man, murdered in verse 13.

There’s no doubt about it - she was a tool in
the hand of Satan. She was lethal, even
poisonous. She’s the kind of person who is
happy to ride roughshod over everyone else
so that she can get what she wants. For her,
she has to be top dog ... in her fallen and
fractured world, the puppies didn’t survive.
This is the abuse of power!

All of this was a dastardly deed concocted
by Jezebel and played out with the king’s
full approval. Talk about a wimp, that he
certainly is! We sometimes laugh and joke
about hen-pecked husbands, but this is no
comedy in 1 Kings 21 ... this guy lives with
this female battle-axe day in, day out. She’s
the boss, she wears the trousers ... her role
in life and in marriage is one which flouts
the plain teaching of the Word of God.

As a direct result of the plot she hatched,
our friend Naboth is brutally stoned to
death ... Ahab got his new toy - another
man’s vineyard ... we read in verse 16 that
he didn’t waste any time in claiming it for
his own. It was another few acres added on
to his sprawling estate - Ahab was smug and
fair chuffed.

Yeah, to all intents and purposes, it seemed
the perfect crime ... the truth is, it was a
serious miscalculation on their part - they

forgot about God - the one who knows all

there is to know, the one who sees all there
is to see ... the one who comes to the aid of
his people, the one who has the final say in
life, in death, and in eternity ...

There’s no excuse for Ahab and Jezebel: in
their past, they’ve had bruising encounters
with the prophet Elijah and, through him,
they’ve seen that God is a just God, a God
who answers prayer, a faithful God, and a
sovereign God ... in fact, we see that in our
next point where we read in verse 17, ‘Then
the word of the Lord came to Elijah ...’

4. Elijah is solemn

The first word in verse 16 is ‘when’ ... the
first word in verse 17 is ‘then’ - no sooner
had Ahab claimed the vineyard when God
intervened - God clearly spoke to Elijah and
sent him on an unenviable mission to the
king and queen. The message he had for
them was terse, tense, and terminal.

You can visualise the scene, can’t you? A
rejuvenated Elijah is faithful to his calling
and to his God, even though his task is
terribly tough. He goes for Ahab, all guns
blazing, when he calls a spade, a spade - he
lays it on the line and never once does he
dilute the word from the Lord - it was grim,
gory, and grisly! You will realise from verse
20 that there was no love lost between
Ahab and Elijah - there is history there ...
Basically, Elijah told him that his days were

numbered - he was going to die a horrible



death, and the dogs would lick up his blood.
He pulled no punches when he said that he,
and his wife Jezebel, and his entire family,
would all perish in a gruesome manner.
There was no escape route for Ahab and his
kith and kin - the dogs would drink their
blood in the city, and the birds would feast
on them in the countryside. In other words,
you can’t sin and win! The wages of sin is
death ...

You know, our God never has to justify what
he does - he always does what is right in his
own eyes ... there are no slurs or stains on
the divine character. None! When we look
at verses 25 and 26, both in brackets, you
can see the divine mindset in their obituary:
‘There was never a man like Ahab, who sold
himself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord,
urged on by Jezebel his wife. He behaved in
the vilest manner by going after idols ...’
These guys are dyed-in-the-wool sinners,
they overstepped the mark on more than
one occasion - but what they did to Naboth
was the final straw. At that point, God drew
a line in the sand, and said, ‘that’s it,
enough is enough’ ... a potent and pertinent
reminder that:

5. God is sovereign

You see, man can go so far, and no further -
he can do so much, and no more .... God is
in charge, he’s in full control - his verdict is

all that counts ...

You can see the surprising response of Ahab
in verse 27, where we read that ‘he tore his
clothes, put on sackcloth and fasted. He lay
in sackcloth and went around meekly.

We don’t know why he did it - the Bible is
silent on his reasons for such behaviour ...
but that’s what he did. Maybe he thought
he could curry favour with God?

If that’s what he thought, God was having
none of it - that said, God was kind and
showed him mercy when he postponed the
day of his death - it was delayed, it was not
cancelled ... for the best part of three or
more years he lived on until we read in 1
Kings 22:34 that ‘someone drew his bow at
random and hit the king of Israel between
the sections of his armour ...’

The soldier didn’t know who it was, he saw
the target, took a chance, and aimed well ...
but the sovereign God knew and he
directed the arrow - and Ahab perished ...
you’ll find out more about it in your next
study. And a few years later in 2 Kings 9 we
have a graphic account of how and where
Jezebel died and was buried.

God wins ... he rules and overrules - he calls
the shots, he is the God of the underdog -
he’s a God of integrity and justice.

For you and | in today’s world, the abiding
lessons are clear - we must expect to suffer
injustice this side of eternity - this is our lot

in this life and we can’t escape it or avoid it



- and, it seems to me, that increasingly
there is the possibility of it coming our way
via the government or the courts ... as was
the case with Daniel.

I think it’s helpful for us to realise that our
faithful God will undertake for each of us,
no matter what issues we have to face. He
is there with us and he will stand up for us.
And, in his good and perfect time, God will
intervene to bring justice to his wronged
people. Take heart, the Lord is on your side,
he’s on your case, he has your back 24/7.
As Jesus himself said in Matthew 5:10,
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” Peter said something
similar in 1 Peter 4 ... in other words, when
the Ahab’s of this world cause us to suffer
for righteousness sake, all will be well - our
future is bright ... our future is Christ ...

All because we read that ‘God is just: he will
pay back trouble to those who trouble you’
- payday is coming when Jesus returns and

that’s in 2 Thessalonians 1:6-7.



