
2 Timothy 3:14-17	 	      ‘The Bible … a voice to heed’ 

It’s a joy to be back with you at Norreys Church 

this Sunday morning - I only wish I could be 

there in person, but that’s just not possible at 

the moment. Thank you for your prayers and 

warm words of encouragement along the way - 

all are greatly appreciated. 

Right now, you’re doing a series of studies on the 

Bible, the living word of the living God - today 

we have 3 short portions of Scripture to consider 

together and our aim is to see that when we 

open the Bible, and turn over its pages, or scroll 

down our screen, that there is a voice for us to 

heed. Open hearts to receive the word, and 

open ears to hear the word … 

The first verse we are focusing on is verse 4 of 

Romans 15, where Paul wrote: ‘For everything 

that was written in the past was written to teach 

us, so that through endurance and the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 

hope.’ 

You can tell from what Paul says that he’s a great 

believer in the relevance of God’s word to every 

generation. There’s nothing dry, or dusty, or dull 

about it. Open it up, and there’s not a musty 

smell from it. You see, the message of Scripture 

is timeless, it’s always up to date. A classic case 

of tomorrow’s news today!  

The fact that the apostle quotes from Psalm 69:9 

in the previous verse is a clear indicator that Paul 

sees the incredible value of harking back to the 

Old Testament Scriptures. And that happens 

over and over again in the New Testament.   

The thirty-nine books from Genesis to Malachi 

comprise what are known as the Law, the 

Prophets, and the Writings … they have so much 

going for them; there is so much to teach us, so 

much wisdom to impart, so many fascinating 

stories to recount. Even from the rich variety of 

historical incidents and data that is there, it 

seems to me there are many exciting and 

unforgettable lessons and principles for us to 

take on board.  

These inspired documents are replete with 

accounts of godly men and women who lived 

above their circumstances by riveting their eyes 

on God, while ministering to people all around 

them. True to form, we see their high points and 

their all-time lows as well—nothing is missed 

out. Their biography is warts and all and that’s 

where it is of maximum benefit to you and me! 

When we stop and think about it, the pages of 

the Old Testament are a source of enormous 

encouragement to us to keep on going, even 

when the odds are stacked against us. It’s like 

igniting a spark in our Christian life! They give us 

hope for today, and thank God, a bright hope for 

the future.  

The fact is, some of our heroes from the past 

had a horrendously rough time on Planet Earth 



but, unknown to them, their names appeared in 

Hebrews 11, that monumental chapter on faith! 

That’s hope! 

Let me summarise this potentially life-changing 

verse with 5 brief comments:  

One, there is something contemporary about it - 

good enough for them in the dim and distant 

past when shrouded in the mist of antiquity, and 

good enough for you and me today!  

Two, there is something inclusive about it - Paul 

leaves no stone unturned when he clearly says 

that ‘everything’ was penned for our benefit and 

blessing. And, guess what, ‘everything’ means 

just that! 

Three, there is something Christ-focused about it 

- Paul’s application of Psalm 69 to the Lord Jesus 

is a fine example of how the risen Lord could 

explain to his disciples ‘what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself.’  

Four, there is something practical about it - we 

are encouraged as we ponder these truths, and 

that gives us endurance to keep plodding on day 

by day. We see beyond present ups and downs 

to future glory. 

Five, there is something divine about it - this is 

amazing for in verse 4 we read about endurance 

and encouragement coming to us via the word 

of God - then, in verse 5, they are attributed to 

God himself - that surely means that God speaks 

to us through his word. And he does! 

I find it humbling to realise that when we open 

the Bible and read it that God is speaking to you 

and I individually, it’s a one-to-one encounter 

and engagement; and, because of who he is, as 

the head of the church, he’s also speaking to you 

as a church family collectively - the big question 

is: when God speaks, are we listening? 

Similar truths are voiced in our second portion 

from Hebrews 1:1-2, where we read: ‘In the past 

God spoke to our forefathers through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, but 

in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.’ 

These few words reinforce what we have seen 

already in our study: one, God is in the business 

of communicating - he has a message that is 

truth unchanged and truth unchanging, and he 

wants to get it across to Joe Prophet as in days 

of yore …  

That sublime message was that Jesus is better 

and bigger than any who have gone before - no 

one outshines him … never have, never will … he 

is the greatest of all time - Ezekiel portrayed the 

glory of God, but Jesus reflected it - Isaiah 

expounded the nature of God as one who is 

holy, and righteous, and merciful, but Jesus 

manifested it - Jeremiah described the power of 

God but Jesus displayed it - and that’s all there in 

verse 3 … 

two, God is not stereotyped in any sense - when 

he speaks, it’s not a case of one size fits all, for 

the writer says it was ‘in various ways’ … he 

spoke at different times by different means; 

three, there were times when God was silent in 

times past - for example, heaven was quiet for 



400 years between the end of Malachi and the 

beginning of Matthew - but that all changed with 

the arrival of his Son, the Word incarnate, when 

he pitched his tent and tabernacled among us. 

four, today, the good news is that Jesus is not 

bird-mouthed or tongue-tied in any way - living 

as we are in the last days, it’s heartening for us 

to know that we have his ear for that’s what 

prayer is all about, and we hear what is on his 

heart … that’s why this book is a real treasure 

chest that must not remain closed, nor sealed up 

and shut tight - we need to open it and dig down 

deep into it - and, my friend, I can honestly tell 

you, it’s well worth the effort. 

Our final cameo this morning is found in Paul’s 

letter to young Timothy - 2 Timothy 3:14-16, 

where we read: ‘But as for you, [Timothy], 

continue in what you have learned and have 

become convinced of, because you know those 

from whom you learned it, and how from 

infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Jesus Christ. All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful [or profitable] for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness …’  

I love these words because, again, they show to 

us the breathtaking power of the word of God. 

They also underline the value of teaching gospel 

truth to boys and girls, to young children - that 

means that every parent, every mum and dad, 

has a solemn responsibility to ground their kids 

in the word of God - to teach them and train 

them in the things of God … to nurture them and 

wean them on the milk of the word … 

they’re never too young to be exposed to gospel 

truth, to be introduced to the stories of Jesus 

and the amazing stories from the Old Testament 

- think about Noah and the flood, David and 

Goliath, Daniel in a den of lions, etc … hence the 

insightful comment, ‘and how from infancy you 

have known the holy Scriptures …’ Mothers and 

fathers, grandparents, you have no higher calling 

… what an awesome privilege is yours. Why do I 

single them out for special mention? Well, 

because Paul did just that in the first chapter 

when he spoke of Eunice and Lois!  

This is, perhaps, the greatest investment you will 

make this side of heaven - it is to lead by 

example and give your little people a love for the 

precious word of God that will ultimately see 

them coming to a personal faith in Jesus. And 

that’s what Paul draws attention to at the end of 

verse 15 when he says that the Scriptures ‘are 

able to make you wise for salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus.’ 

Before we move on, it’s also worth noting that 

this is seen to be a lifelong experience - there is 

something progressive about it, we are meant to 

grow day by day - as the children’s chorus tells 

us, ‘read your Bible, pray every day, if you want 

to grow.’  

That explains Paul’s comments in verse 14 where 

he exhorts Timothy to ‘continue in what you 



have learned …’ In other words, we don’t ever 

come to a point where we know all there is to 

know about the word of God … the Bible is an 

inexhaustible mine … after many years, you’ll 

never plumb its depths. 

See what the apostle does next - in verse 16 he 

shows us the uniqueness of God’s word by 

reminding us that, ‘All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness …’ 

It is unique because of what it is - it is breathed 

out by God … divinely inspired. That means the 

Bible does not contain the word of God, it IS the 

word of God. From the first capital letter in 

Genesis 1 to the final fullstop in Revelation 22, it 

is the word of God. That makes it quite exclusive 

- no other piece of literature can make such a 

claim. Keep in mind that it is also infallible and 

inerrant … it was Augustine who remarked, 

‘When the Scriptures speak, God speaks …’ For 

your life and mine, for your church and mine, it 

is our only rule of faith and practice. 

It is unique because of what it does - 4 things: 

one, it is useful for ‘teaching’ - that is, it shows 

us what is right - it is sufficient for revelation. A 

revelation of God and of Jesus Christ - this is our 

handbook for life and for living - we need to get 

into it and allow it to get into us - to permeate 

our thinking, to saturate our souls … 

Two, it is useful for ‘rebuking’ - that is, it shows 

us what is not right - it is sufficient for 

refutation. It highlights the errors of man and 

shows us the wiles and ways of the auld enemy, 

our adversary the devil.  

Three, it is useful for ‘correcting’ - that is, it 

shows us how to get right - it is sufficient for 

restoration. We are cleansed through the word 

of God - we can be brought back into line with 

biblical thinking and theology. 

Four, it is useful for ‘training in righteousness’ - 

that is, it shows us how to stay right - it is 

sufficient for regulation. If you like, we are back 

at school, we are pupils sitting at the feet of the 

master teacher, the Lord Jesus. It’s a learning 

curve for all of us - a steep one at that; so much 

we need to know, so much we need to learn … 

this is what discipleship is all about. 

You see, the Bible shapes our beliefs as well as 

our lifestyle. It relates to both doctrine and 

conduct, and it is totally sufficient to shape us, to 

mould us, into the image of Christ by the power 

of the Holy Spirit. As we have seen, the Bible 

addresses us in a variety of ways: 

It gives us doctrinal truth. It rebukes us for 

ungodly behaviour or false beliefs. It corrects us 

when we stray from Christlikeness. It trains us in 

righteous living. Ah, there is power in the word 

of God - let’s never underestimate that. God’s 

word meets our deepest needs. It transforms us 

from the inside out. And we’re grateful for that! 

So, when it comes to you and I and our attitude 

to the word of God, there are 2 factors to keep 

in mind: one, we need to hear the voice of God; 

two, then we heed the voice of God! In other 



words, we listen to his voice, then we live it out 

in the rough and tumble of life day by day. 

A good prayer for us to use when we approach 

the word of God is one penned by one of the 3 

Fanny’s, this one is Frances Ridley Havergal:  

Master, speak thy servant heareth,  

waiting for thy gracious word,  

longing for thy voice that cheereth,  

Master, let it now be heard.  

I am listening, Lord, for thee;  

what hast thou to say to me?


