
 Rosh Hashanah - Feast of Trumpets ... Leviticus 23:23-25; Numbers 10:8-10 

We're turning to Leviticus 23 - a study on the 

Feast of Trumpets. What are we to make of it? 

More often than not, it’s known as Rosh 

Hashanah, which means “Head of the Year.” 

You'll not find that phrase in the Bible. Rather, 

it is called Yom Teruah, The Day of the Blowing 

of Trumpets (Numbers 29:1).  

This is a very important day in the Jewish 

calendar - it's one of two high holy days. The 

other is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement - 

which is from sunset on Monday 17 September 

to sunset on Tuesday 18th.  

The Feast of Trumpets is observed for 1 day – 

in our calendar, it usually falls somewhere in 

September; this year it starts when the sun 

goes down next Sunday evening, 9 September 

– for a Jewish person it occurs in the month of 

Tishri, on Day 1. The PP slide will give you 

some idea of where and when it fits in. 

  

This is the same day we read of in Nehemiah 8 

… it's the day when thousands have returned 

after seven decades in Babylon, the walls of 

Jerusalem are rebuilt, Ezra is there to rally the 

people, the Word of God is opened, it’s read 

out loud in the public arena, it’s then explained 

… as a result, there was revival at the Water 

Gate - the people listened to the Word of God 

and responded in joyful worship. 

  

The number seven is highly significant in the 

thinking of Jewish people. The Sabbath was on 

the seventh day of the week - there are seven 

feasts of Jehovah - seven weeks after the feast 

of Firstfruits is Pentecost - after seven years 

there was a sabbatical year - after 49 years, 

seven times seven, there is the year of Jubilee 

… and, right here, in month seven, there are 

three mega important festivals, the first of 

which is Trumpets! The second on Day 10 is 

the Day of Atonement - then, on Day 15 for a 

week is the Feast of Tabernacles. 

  

The feast of Trumpets kickstarts what is called, 

Ten Days of Awe, which end on Yom Kippur. 

What's so significant about them? Those are 

ten days of repentance - ten days when Jewish 

people are looking inward - it’s a time of deep 

reflection, of self examination, when they are 

focused on sorting out their lives, on dealing 

with all kinds of issues; they are really keen to 

get on top of their interpersonal relationships. 

You can read all about it at your leisure in 

Leviticus 23:23-25. I’ve even put the Hebrew 

word up there for you! 

What is the real purpose of Rosh Hashanah? 

The ancient rabbis believed that God created 

the world in the first week of this month! 

Therefore, the first day of the seventh month 

is considered the beginning of creation and the 

beginning of the Jewish civil year! As of now, it 

is the year 5778. 

So we read in Leviticus 23 these words: ‘On 

the first day of the seventh month you are to 

have a day of rest, a sacred assembly 

commemorated with trumpet blasts. Do no 

regular work, but present an offering made to 

the Lord by fire.’ 



The shofar or ram’s horn is very special to 

Jewish people, then and now! The fact is, 

when God wanted to announce something to 

his people, or get his people to do something, 

he told the priests to blow the trumpets (you 

read about the two silver trumpets in Numbers 

10 … they are a reminder of our redemption 

before God).  

It was used to call the men of the nation to 

battle; it was sounded by the watchmen on the 

walls if an enemy was approaching; it was 

blown at the start of the year of jubilee; it 

announced the coronation of a new king on the 

throne;  

when the Hebrews were travelling in the 

desert, it was used to tell them to strike camp, 

pack their bags, and move on; it was a signal 

for the people to gather together to worship - 

all this and more.  

The sound of the shofar is a reminder to 

Jewish people that God is sovereign, for we 

read: ‘God has ascended with a shout, the 

Lord with the sound of a trumpet’ (Psalm 

47:5).   

We also read in Isaiah 27:13 that the shofar 

will sound at the future restoration of Israel, 

when she will be gathered back to the Land. 

The prophet declares: ‘It will come about also 

in that day that a great trumpet will be blown; 

and those who were perishing in the land of 

Assyria and who were scattered in the land of 

Egypt will come and worship the Lord in the 

holy mountain at Jerusalem.’ 

The prophet Zechariah also writes in 9:14, 

‘Then the Lord will appear over them, and his 

arrow will go forth like lightning; and the Lord 

God will blow the trumpet, and will march in 

the storm winds of the south.’ A similar note is 

found in Joel 2:15 where the prophet is talking 

about the time when the people of Israel will 

be gathered together and God will bring them 

back to the land and restore them to their 

kingdom. 

We can look at it like this: the shofar is a 

memorial for Jewish people of the 

faithfulness of God to Father Abraham.  

The ram’s horn is a reminder of Abraham’s 

willingness to sacrifice Isaac on Mount Moriah 

and God’s provision of a ram as a substitute. It 

was an exclamation mark that highlighted the 

faithfulness of God! In fact, on Rosh 

Hashanah the trumpet would sound out with a 

hundred blasts! 

There are actually four different types of blasts 

blown during the celebration. The first is called 

the Tekiah - when it sounds, it lasts for a full 

three seconds - this is the sound of the king’s 

coronation. Rosh Hashanah is the day to pause 

and appreciate who God is - he is all powerful, 

he is the Creator and Sustainer, he is King of 

all the earth! He rules and reigns from that 

higher throne. Echoes there, I think, of Psalm 

46:10, where we read: ‘Be still and know that 

I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth.’ 

The second is called Shevarim - they are three 

short, broken blasts like wailing; it is indicative 

of a Jewish heart yearning to connect, to grow, 

to achieve. The Jew cries out to God from the 

depths of his soul - shevarim means ‘to be 

broken’ - this triple blast is a sound of genuine 

repentance, a time of asking for forgiveness. 



The third is called Teruah - it is nine quick 

blasts one after the other - it resembles an 

alarm clock. It’s meant to arouse people from 

a spiritual slumber. It’s a kind of wake-up call. 

On this day, Jewish people need to wake up, to 

get their act together - they need to be honest 

and sharpen up … a time to think of yesterday 

and where they plan to be tomorrow! 

The fourth blast is known as Tekiah Hagedolah, 

it’s the final one and it’s a very long sound. It’s 

a call to come forth, to arise! It’s the big one 

and it’ll last for at least 10 seconds! It’s the 

last call to repentance, before the great Day of 

the Lord - this is the one that announces that 

the king has arrived … it has a link to Paul and 

his comments in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. 

I’m going to do something that I’ve never 

done before - I’ve downloaded from YouTube 

the various trumpet sounds from a guy called 

Jim … hopefully, it’ll work ok! Let’s see … 

There are some traditional foods associated 

with this feast … most Jewish people will dip 

apples in honey - because they want the year 

ahead to be full of sweetness! Forgiveness is 

sweet and they want to start the year with a 

clean slate. They will wish each other, Shana 

Tovah … have a good year, a sweet year! 

My question is, why an apple? The answer is 

found in the Talmud, a kind of commentary 

penned by the Rabbis of a bygone era - it goes 

back to the blessing of Jacob by his father 

Isaac in Genesis 27:27, where we read that he 

said: ‘Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell 

of a field that the Lord has blessed.’ The rabbis 

say that field was an apple orchard. Hence the 

link!  

Jewish people will flock to the synagogue on 

Rosh Hashanah - it’s the thing to do, even if 

you are a nominal Jew. A bit like folks in the 

UK who turn up at church on Easter Sunday 

and Christmas Eve! Same idea.  

There are three parts to the morning service in 

the synagogue, and these can go on for five or 

six hours … one, focuses on the fact of God’s 

sovereignty and majesty; two, testifies to the 

fact that God remembers his covenants and 

promises to Israel; three, is when the shofar is 

blown - and that recalls the story of Abraham 

and Isaac in Genesis 22 - that portion is 

actually read during the service. 

On top of that, some religious Jews will go to 

the seashore or to the bank of a river during 

the afternoon for what is called, Tashlich, the 

Casting Off Ceremony; at the water’s edge, 

they will toss bread crumbs into the water and 

recite prayers regarding God’s forgiveness. It’s 

based on the words of Micah, when he wrote: 

‘You will again have compassion on us; you will 

tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our 

iniquities into the depths of the sea’ (7:19). 

There’s another Jewish tradition of immense 

significance on this day … it revolves around 

divine bookkeeping! The rabbis believe that on 

Rosh Hashanah God opens 3 books - in one 

book, the names of the righteous are penned; 

in the second book, the names of those who 

are neither all good nor all bad are inscribed; 

in the third book, the names of the wicked are 

recorded. 

Rosh Hashanah is sometimes referred to as 

the Day of Judgment - now you can see why! 



For Jewish people, this is a time of hope … for 

their name could be written in the Book of Life 

for the coming year! That’s why during the Ten 

Days of Awe—between the Feast of Trumpets 

and Yom Kippur—so many Jewish people will 

do all in their power to curry favour with God - 

they will give generously to charity, they will 

do all kinds of good deeds, they will be nice to 

those around them, they will pull out all the 

stops so as to get their name in the Book of 

Life! That explains the greeting they share 

with each other: ‘May you be inscribed in the 

Book of Life for a good year.’  

For you and me, there’s another Book that we 

read of in Revelation 21:27, it’s the Lamb’s 

Book of Life! If your name is written there, it’s 

not just for a year, it’s for eternity! And it’s 

there because you’ve been forgiven! Sadly, all 

those whose names are not written there, are 

assigned to an eternity without Jesus, ‘thrown 

into the lake of fire,’ as in Revelation 20:15.   

What about the future? Does the Feast of 

Trumpets have anything to say to us about 

God’s prophetic agenda? It sure does! There is 

a twofold aspect to it - the first one is obvious 

in that it takes us to 1 Corinthians 15:52 and 1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18. I love these words - 

they are so upbeat, so refreshing, so thrilling. 

Paul says: ‘… in a flash, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, 

and we will be changed …’ He goes on to say: 

‘For the Lord himself will come down from 

heaven, with a loud command, with the voice 

of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 

God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After 

that, we who are still alive and are left will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 

the Lord for ever.’ 

That’s the next great event on God’s prophetic 

agenda; faster than the batting of an eyelid, 

it’s the moment when millions of believers are 

missing, it’s the rapture of the saints of God. 

We are going up, up, and away! 

That said, the main thrust of this Feast is to 

remind us of what the Lord himself said in 

Matthew 24:31, where we read: ‘And he will 

send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 

they will gather his elect from the four winds, 

from one end of the heavens to the other.’ 

He’s referring here to the ingathering of the 

Jewish people from the ends of the earth. The 

dark days of seven years Tribulation are at a 

close and soon the Lord will return in power 

and glory - that’s when the Feast of Trumpets 

will make way for Yom Kippur and a day of 

national repentance! The hope for Israel is not 

only that they return to the Land, but also that 

they return to the Lord! 

The big challenge for you and me today is to 

keep our ears open, to be numbered among 

those who ‘love his appearing’ - one day the 

trumpet will sound for his coming, for us it’s 

Glory all the way; for those left behind, and for 

millions of Jewish people, it ushers them into 

the darkest hour of human history - a time of 

terror and trouble. The message is simple: be 

prepared! Keep your ears perked … for the 

King is coming!


