
Refreshed for the Journey – Feast of Tabernacles ... Leviticus 23:33-43 / John 7 

Refreshed for the journey! That’s the theme of 

our study this evening in the book of Leviticus. 

The spotlight shines on the Feast of Tabernacles 

- it’s the final one in the annual cycle of ‘sacred 

assemblies’ - it’s number 7 on God’s calendar of 

redemption. And what a finale it is …  

We have already lifted the lid on the other two 

autumn festivals - one, Rosh Hashanah, aka the 

Feast of Trumpets and, two, Yom Kippur, better 

known as the Day of Atonement.     

What are we to make of it? More often than not, 

it’s called the Feast of Tabernacles. That said, it 

can also be known as Sukkot … here’s a lovely 

link which I hadn’t noticed until this past week - 

it actually reminded them of their first night of 

freedom as a rescued, redeemed people - when 

they were brought out of Egypt by the blood of 

the Lamb and the hand of the Lord, we know 

from Exodus 12:37 that they camped at a place 

called Succoth … can you see the connection … 

our God makes no mistakes - there’s nothing 

coincidental about this … it’s all part of God’s 

providential care of his people - a small token of 

God’s favour. One of those things to jog the old 

memory!  

It’s also known as the feast of Booths or even 

the Feast of Ingathering (Exodus 34:22). By 

Solomon’s time, it was referred to simply as 

‘the Feast’ - such was its importance in the 

Jewish calendar; for them, this was the big one! 

In fact, this was probably when the temple was 

dedicated - read all about it in 1 Kings 8. 

It is observed for 8 days – in our calendar, it 

falls somewhere in the months of September/

October – it begins this year on Monday 24th ... 

for a Jewish person it occurs in the month of 

Tishri, from Day 15 up to Day 22. The 

PowerPoint slide will give you an inkling of 

where and when it fits in to the overall scheme 

of things. You can read all about it at your 

leisure in Leviticus 23:33-43. As before, I’ve 

even put the Hebrew words up there for you! 

Basically, this is a harvest thanksgiving feast – 

it’s a celebration of the goodness of God to his 

people. The harvest has been gathered home – 

the people are filled with a sense of joy, their 

cup is running over – the barns and sheds are 

full. Reminder that our God is a bounteous God, 

he’s a generous God - he’s a God renowned for 

his kindness to the sons of men. The old rabbis 

used to say: ‘He who has not seen Jerusalem 

during the Feast of Tabernacles does not know 

what rejoicing means.’  

It’s also a commemoration – it’s an opportunity 

to look back and reflect on the way that God 

looked after his people during their 40 years 

wandering in the desert. For four decades they 

were led by the hand of the Lord, they were 

pilgrims en route to a far better land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey! They had manna 

for their food, they had water for their drink, 

and they had God for their company. In a literal 

sense, their mercies were new each morning! 

This feast paid tribute to the faithfulness and 

sovereignty of God – he was with them each 

step, each mile of the journey. 

As you will realise, during their 40 years of 

wilderness wanderings, they lived in tents – a 

bit like Abraham, here we have ‘no continuing 

city’ … ready for the off at a moment’s notice! 

When the shofar sounded, they packed up and 

headed off. That’s the prime reason why they 

build this kind of lean-to hut with a type of 



thatch on the roof. It’s not there to stay, it’s 

only up for a week and that’s it. End of story.   

The roof is made of branches and leaves woven 

together; it has enough spaces to see the stars 

at night. You’ll often find it on a balcony or a 

patio or even in someone’s garden up against a 

wall. Some of them are decorated on the inside 

with a variety of flowers and leaves and even 

different kinds of fruit. Lots of folks will actually 

eat their meals in the booth. 

That’s what Jewish people do – they start to put 

it up a day or two after Yom Kippur - it’s the 

kind of thing that all the family can be involved 

in; and five days after Yom Kippur which was on 

Day 10, the feast gets underway on Day 15. As 

an aside, let me say this: yom kippur speaks of 

cleansing, of forgiveness, of reconciliation - and 

that’s followed by the feast of tabernacles - joy, 

joy, and more joy - the lesson is, there can only 

be joy in our hearts when we are right with God 

and right with one another! 

What else goes on at this time? You will see in 

Leviticus 23:40 that Moses refers to four 

different types of tree – these are commonly 

referred to as the ‘four species’ … they are the 

myrtle, the citron, the palm (a reminder of the 

victories won by his grace), and the willow (a 

reminder of the tears wiped away by his hand). 

In the synagogue, and you’ll see this on the 

PowerPoint slide: Jewish men will be holding 

what is called, the lulav – the myrtle, palm and 

willow branches are all tied together with a 

golden thread – this is held in the right hand. 

The citron fruit, the etrog, is held in the left 

hand.     

They wave it all around – in four different 

directions, as well as up and down – why? Well, 

it’s meant to symbolise that God’s presence is a 

global presence – he is everywhere! At the 

same time, they chant the words of Psalm 

118:25, the Hosanna verse: ‘O Lord, save us; O 

Lord, grant us success.’ That’s what they did on 

Palm Sunday – and it’s what the saints do in 

heaven, before the throne (Revelation 7:9-10). 

It has been well said that great events cast 

their shadows before them – and that is 

certainly true of the Feast of Tabernacles. The 

prophetic message is quite easy to summarise: 

there is shelter in the Tabernacle of God under 

the wings of the Shekinah glory, for the Jewish 

people first, and also for the Gentiles. We find 

echoes of that in Zechariah 14:16-17 and also 

back in Isaiah 4:5-6. Then, it will be so true 

that ‘unto him will the gathering of the people 

be.’   

Take a look at Zechariah 14:9, where we 

read: "And the Lord will be king over the 

whole earth." 

This is simply glorious ... the Lord rules and 

reigns on Planet Earth. He sits on the throne of 

his father, David, in the city of the great king. 

John reminds us in the Apocalypse that is when 

the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom 

of his dear Son. Those are days of peace and 

prosperity, days when the glory of the Lord will 

cover the earth as the waters cover the sea ... 

days of heaven on earth ... it's the golden age 

of the millennium, 1000 years of Jesus rule!  

Imagine it ... better still, you can read all about 

it in the Psalms and in the book of Isaiah. This 

is amazing ... there will be phenomenal changes 

in every realm - the desert will bloom like the 

rose, the wolf will lie down with the lamb, men 

will learn the art of war no more, a man will be 

young even when he's one hundred years of 

age ...  



Listen to this, Jerusalem will be the capital city 

of the world, the temple will be rebuilt ... all of 

this, and so much more ... it promises to be an 

era of unparalleled spiritual blessing for the 

Lord God is in the midst - he is seen at the end 

of Ezekiel 48 as Jehovah Shammah!  

Why is it so incredible? Because, in the words of 

Isaac Watts, "blessing abounds where're he 

reigns.” Israel is God’s ticking clock. We have 

scanned her chequered past, we have caught a 

glimpse of what's going on right now and, by 

faith, we have looked into the future ... one 

day, says the prophet, Jerusalem "will be 

secure" (14:11) - there and then, the purposes 

of God will be brought to fruition. So we read up 

the page in verse 9, “on that day, there will be 

one Lord, and his name the only name.” 

It takes us forward into eternity itself for we 

read in Revelation 21:3 that ‘the dwelling of 

God is with men, and he will live with them. 

They will be his people, and God himself will be 

with them and be their God.’ For you and me, 

as believers in the Lord Jesus, that is the cherry 

on the cake!  

What about Revelation 7:9-10 … read them and 

the goose bumps start to appear! ‘There before 

me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and 

language, standing before the throne and in 

front of the Lamb. They were wearing white 

robes and were holding palm branches in their 

hands. And they cried out with a loud voice: 

Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb.’  

So many … from so far … yet all are so near the 

throne … see what they wear, watch what they 

do, and hear what they sing! 

Now, here’s something very important – there 

were two ceremonies in the Temple linked with 

the Feast of Tabernacles. One involved light and 

the other involved water. 

The light ceremony was so impressive – you 

could see it for miles around! On the second 

evening of the Feast, the people crowded into 

the outer court of the temple. In the centre of 

the court were four giant golden lampstands, 

seventy-five feet high – the wicks were made 

from the wornout garments of the priests – the 

lamps were refilled by young men clambering 

up a long ladder with pitchers of olive oil! This 

happened every night up to the final night – it 

was stunning and sensational, SO much light! 

As soon as the celebration was done, a group of 

Levites gathered at the top of the 15 steps 

leading down to the Court of the Women. On 

every step they sang one of the songs of ascent 

from Psalms 120-134. So, you can see, it was 

an evening of brilliant light with lots of godly 

worship taking place at the same time. 

And, John reminds us in 8:12, that it was on 

Day 8, the day after the lights were turned out, 

that Jesus returned to the temple. That’s when 

he stood up and declared: ‘I am the light of the 

world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.’ 

That’s why Isaiah says: ‘arise, shine, for your 

light has come.’ He is a light to the Gentiles – 

he is my light and my salvation, said the 

Psalmist – John writes, the Lamb is the light 

thereof. We are called to walk in the light, to 

live in the light, to shine like lights in an inky 

dark world! 

Jesus is the personal light of God … ‘I am’ – he 

is the perpetual light of God … ‘I am the light 

of life’ – he is the perfect light of God … ‘he 

who follows me will not walk in darkness’ – he 



is the pure light of God … for God is light – and, 

he is the powerful light of God … for he is the 

light of the world! 

The other ceremony involved water – shortly 

after dawn each morning, the high priest went 

down to the pool of Siloam. A number of 

pilgrims would be with him. He had a golden 

pitcher in his hand, he dipped it in the water, 

then he brought it back up to the temple. There 

were three blasts from silver trumpets and the 

priests said with one voice: ‘With joy you will 

draw water from the wells of salvation’ (Isaiah 

12:3). The high priest then went into the inner 

court of the temple to the great altar where he 

offered it as a drink offering unto the Lord.   

That’s what he did every day for six days … 

however, on Day Seven, the Day of the Great 

Hosanna ... 'the last day, the great day of the 

feast' to quote John – he would go through the 

same procedure but he would circle the altar 

seven times. The crowd cheered, the Levites 

sang the Hallel … it was ecstatic. Then, it would 

be declared that ‘he would be king over all the 

earth; in the day the Lord will be the only one, 

and his name the only name’ (Zechariah 14:9). 

AND … it was on this final day that something 

happened which never happened before – in the 

midst of all the noise and with so many 

thousands crying out the words of Psalm 118, 

that’s when the Lord Jesus stood up before the 

vast gathering, and said: ‘If anyone is thirsty, 

let him come to me and drink. Whoever 

believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 

streams of living water will flow from within 

him’ (John 7:37-38). 

Jesus was saying: ‘Look, I am the answer to 

your prayers. I am the Messiah. I can save you 

now so that you will never thirst for salvation 

again.’ Those words still ring out – ‘if any man 

thirst, let him come to me’ – in him, and in him 

alone, we can be refreshed for the journey! 

For you and me, as followers of Jesus, there are 

two final lessons worth noting: one, recalling 

the past is important - we should never forget 

where we once were and we should never 

forget what we used to be like! That’s why Paul 

says what he does in Ephesians 2. That reminds 

me of John Newton … 

He was a wild guy with a rebellious lifestyle to 

go with it - until God plucked him as a brand 

from the burning. What a change! All his days 

he kept a Bible verse hanging above the fire in 

his study, this is what it said: ‘Thou shalt 

remember that thou wast a bondman in the 

land of Egypt and the Lord thy God redeemed 

thee.’ (Deuteronomy 15:15) 

When he was an old man, he complained to 

William Jay of Bath that he was losing it. He 

said: ‘My memory is nearly gone, but I recall 

two things - one, that I’m a great sinner and, 

two, that Jesus is a great Saviour.’ That’s all it 

takes, dear friends … 

And, two, this feast reminds us that we are 

called to be a pilgrim people. We’re travelling on 

a journey of faith. It’s all too easy for us to get 

our roots down too deep, to settle down, to end 

up spiritually complacent. We’ve known much of 

God’s grace and his unfailing goodness - and 

that will continue from now to the end of the 

road.  

Next stop, Glory! When we will be with him and 

he will be with us … party time in heaven, for 

ever! This is the ultimate Sukkot - now you can 

see why the Feast of Tabernacles is called the 

Season of our Joy. For us, what greater joy can 

there be than to be in the near presence of God 

forever? 



As the old hymn reminds us: He and I in that 

bright glory / One deep joy shall share / Mine to 

be for ever with him / His that I am there.  


