
Daniel 7-12      a panorama of prophecy

It’s only right for me to come clean and say that 
Daniel is my boyhood hero. He always has been. 

And the older I get, my fascination with Daniel 
hasn’t diminished in any way; if anything I’m more 

attached to him now than I was then.  
As a young lad, the wee chorus used to set my 

heart on fire: Dare to be a Daniel, dare to stand 
alone, dare to have a purpose firm, and dare to 

make it known!
There’s something special about a man like 

Daniel. He stands out in the crowd, he’s head and 
shoulders above the rest. He has those magnetic 

qualities that draw you to him. He’s made of the 
same material as you and me, yet he’s different.

Daniel is one of four eminent OT prophets. They 
share one trait, a common denominator, for each 

one talks about something which is lost:
One, Isaiah, the evangelical prophet, who takes 

us to the Everest of Christology in chapter 53 is 
speaking about a lost revelation. Two, Jeremiah, 

the weeping prophet, the man who ploughed a 
lonely furrow for God is talking about a lost joy.  

Three, Ezekiel, he battled against the odds, as he 
mimed in open-air theatre the message God 

entrusted to him of a lost glory. Daniel, the last 
of this illustrious quartet, addressed the matter of 

a lost kingdom. 
What’s so special about this book? You can read 

all about Alexander the Great and many other 
incredible characters from a bygone era; people 

you first met in a history class in school were 
spoken about on the pages of scripture.  

You can see the rise and fall of four global 
empires; what is even more amazing is that 

Daniel tells us precisely how it will happen, and 
true enough, when the time was right, and the 

day dawned, it came to pass! 
You can discover more about the devil’s messiah 

or the Antichrist, as he’s better known - he’s an 
endtime superman, someone under satanic 

influence and control; he’s the devil’s puppet on a 
string.  

You can watch the moving drama unfold for the 
nation of Israel as you come to terms with the 

answer to Daniel’s prayer in chapter nine - and 
we will look at that chapter in detail in the second 

session. The pieces in the prophetic jigsaw all 
come together when God is calling all the shots.  

You can discern shades of Europe and a coming 
together of many Western nations as the dream 

of the metallic man is interpreted for us in chapter 
two and alluded to in chapter 7.  

And as you weave your way through the book, 
you will definitely meet the man who was thrown 

to the lions, and the trio of young men who were 
hurled into a towering inferno, and if that’s not 

enough to blow your mind, all four lived to tell the 
tale. 

Someone has said: ‘the tragedy of today is that 
we have run out of things we are prepared to die 

for … that is disastrous, because those who have 
nothing to die for have nothing to live for.’  

For me, that’s where the book of Daniel is of 
mega importance. The stories I’ve just referred to 



are often associated with children and Sunday 
School, and that’s a crying shame, for it means 

we have hijacked the message of the book of 
Daniel. This is a book for adults, not only children. 

To turn it into a children’s thriller is to blunt the 
seriousness of its message. These are stories 

about ruthless political tyranny, civil disobedience, 
religious persecution and martyrdom.  

They have something to say to us which we are 
scarcely ready for, that we must be prepared to 

die for Jesus Christ. Yes, it’s all there, and so 
much more, in the book of Daniel! 

The task facing us this morning is a monumental 
one - it’s a big ask; if you look at the advert leaflet 

for today, dear brother Ken is looking for an 
overview of the last 6 chapters ..! Let’s get 

started:
Daniel 7 is a chapter of great things - for example,  

verse 2 speaks of ‘the great sea’ and verse 3 of 
‘four great beasts.’ And, central to the vision and 

its interpretation, is the note of a great God. He is 
sovereign and in full control. 

I think it’s helpful to keep in the front of our minds 
that the book of Daniel isn’t in chronological order 

- chapter 7 actually fits in between chapters 4 and 
5 - so you have 1-2-3-4-7-5 … that explains why 

Daniel reacted to Belshazzar in the way he did 
when he wanted to lavish gifts on him. He knew 

what was around the next bend on the road …
There are two scenes here - one is earthly and 

the other is heavenly. Four winds, four beasts. 
And the contrast is stark. 4 points - one, think of 

their identity - the four winds are a reference to 
the unseen satanic forces at work in the world - 

you will recall that Satan is the prince of the 
power of the air.

Two, think of their plurality - they are four, i.e. 
they are global and universal in their scope. 

Three, think of their activity - they are churning 
up the great sea, they stir the nations. they are 

instrumental in causing unrest, upheaval and 
tumult.

Four, think of their locality - most folks feel this is 
an allusion to the area around the Mediterranean 

Sea. So it’s a clearly defined geographical region. 
These are Gentile powers that are hostile to God.

The four beasts correspond to the four metals in 
the metallic man statue of chapter 2. There we 

have man’s view of the kingdoms of the world - 
he sees them in their splendour and glory … but 

here we have God’s view - these are the empires 
of earth as God looks upon them - it’s not a pretty 

sight, they are bestial in character.
There’s an eagle winged lion, and a bear with 

three ribs in its mouth, and a leopard with four 
wings and four heads, and a fourth nondescript 

beast with ten horns which, according to verse 7, 
was ‘terrifying and frightening and very powerful.’ 

This beast is like nothing we can imagine - there 
is no ‘like’ in verse 7. The difference is that it is 

‘different’ - different in the terror it inspires, in the 
havoc it wreaks, and in the power it possesses. 

And from verse 8, it is different in the ruler that it 
produces. 

To put it simply, that’s quite an array of animals.
What do they represent? Well, as I said earlier, I 

think they tally with the four kingdoms outlined in 
Daniel 2 … the lion represents Babylon, the bear 



represents Medo Persia, the leopard represents 
Greece, and the monstrous beast represents the 

Roman empire … 
There is so much more graphic detail that I could 

share with you, but time is against us. It’s factual, 
it’s fascinating - a lot of what we have depicted 

here is water under the bridge, it’s history. 
One more characteristic of this breathtaking 

vision - there are horns with plenty of honk! 
Daniel was ‘thinking about the horns’ in verse 8 

when another horn appeared - it’s described as a 
little horn! 

This is a reference to the Antichrist - the Man of 
Sin, Satan’s counterfeit of Jesus Christ. When we 

look at him and listen to him, he’s obviously quite 
a character - he has a big mouth, a blasphemous 

mouth, a boastful mouth … but it’s clear from the 
text that his days are numbered - and in God’s 

time he will get his comeuppance. The one he 
describes as ‘the Ancient of Days’ trips him up, he 

topples him … lesson: evil may seem to triumph 
but God wins the day!

A final thought on chapter 7 - there is a court 
scene, a kind-of heavenly tribunal, followed by a 

coronation scene - when Daniel sees ‘one like a 
son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.’ 

Yes, the King is coming! A look at verse 27 tells 
us that his kingdom on earth is global, it is 

powerful, it is peaceful, and it is theocratic - our 
God reigns!

Let’s lift the lid on chapter 8 … this one actually 
comes straight after chapter 7 in time sequence, 

so we have: 1-2-3-4-7-8-5 … so the vision here 
was given by God before the fall of Babylon! Our 

friend Daniel was forewarned by an all knowing 
God, he was privy to the purpose of God even 

before the finger of God wrote on the palace wall! 
That is one of the wonders of the Word of God - a 

miracle of divine foreknowledge.
Daniel has another vision here - this time it is of a 

ram with two horns (see verse 3). One of the 
horns was longer than the other but grew up later, 

verse 3. He then records that the animal went to 
the west, north, and south … so what’s he talking 

about here? 
This has to be another reference to the second 

great world empire, that of the Medes and 
Persians … and, again, history confirms that 

Cyrus picked off his enemies one by one - he had 
a reputation as an eastern warlord. 

Then the vision continues when he saw ‘a goat 
with a prominent horn between his eyes coming 

from the west.’ This refers to World Empire No. 3, 
Greece. Her greatness, her galloping, and her 

glory are there for all to see … the horn speaks of 
Alexander the Great (a name I’m sure you’re all 

familiar with). By 331BC the world was his oyster 
- he was at his peak, he had it all.

One line in the middle of verse 8 says it all: ‘at the 
height of his power his large horn was broken off, 

and in its place four prominent horns grew up …’ 
See again the sheer accuracy of bible prophecy - 

after 12 years on the top of the world, how are the 
mighty fallen - he died tragically at the age of 33 

in June 323BC. 
And, indeed, after his death, just as the prophet 

said it would be - the kingdom was carved up into 
four and the rest is written in the history books. A 



clear reminder, if we needed one, that God is 
never taken by surprise. He knows all about the 

future of today’s world and tomorrow’s world - 
superpowers in conflict, sure, but God is still on 

the throne!
This chapter also has some amazing insights into 

a guy called Antiochus Epiphanes as well as the 
Antichrist - you see it in verses 9-14, then further 

down in verses 23-27. Let me show you what I 
mean but, before I do, here’s a story:

Jewish people were being persecuted in Russia, 
when someone asked the question: what’s going 

to happen if this wave of persecution continues? 
The answer - there’ll be a feast! Pharaoh tried to 

eradicate the Jews, and we have Passover; 
Haman attempted to exterminate the Jews, and 

we have the Feast of Purim; Antiochus Epiphanes 
sought to eliminate the Jews, and we have the 

Feast of Dedication or Hanukkah …
So here in verse 9, one line says it all - ‘out of one 

of them came another horn.’ Within the orbit of a 
few words, the prophecy skips from the historic 

moment when Alexander’s empire was divided to 
175BC when Antiochus ruled. He was ruthless, 

he had no love at all for Jewish people - actually, 
in one assault on Jerusalem, 40,000 Jews were 

mercilessly killed in 3 days and a further 10,000 
were taken prisoner to face an uncertain future. 

You can see what he did in the Temple in the holy 
city - it’s there in verses 11-12 … it went from bad 

to worse, and still some. He defiled the temple. 
He had coins minted which said he was Antiochus 

Theos Epiphanes - the God made manifest. Such 

blasphemy! Jewish people of the day labelled him 
as Antiochus Epimanes - the madman! 

That’s all very interesting - because verses 23-25 
initially apply to this agent of Satan in the short 

term - in the longer term they are most relevant to 
the Antichrist. And what he plans to do is outlined 

clearly for us - not pleasant reading at all. 
But, as we all know, God has the last laugh - 

according to verse 25c ‘he will be destroyed, but 
not by human power.’ Simply put, God will deal 

with him when the Lord returns in power and 
glory. He will meet his Waterloo …!

So … woven into the fabric of chapter 8 are two 
glorious truths: one, God steadies his people to 

walk through the course of history; two, God 
forearms his people to face the crises of history.

When we come to chapter 9 … as I said, we will 
look at it in much more detail after lunch; suffice 

to say, when it comes to the chronology of the 
book, it goes like this: 1-2-3-4-7-8-5-9-6-10-11-12. 

In the meantime, let me whet your appetite with a 
brief outline of verses 1-19 … one, the immediate 

stimulus to prayer (1-3); two, the thoughtful 
adoration of prayer (4); three, the sad content of 

prayer (5-14); four, the primary concern of prayer 
(15-19). 

The final few verses in the chapter from verse 24 
to verse 27 remind us of the old saying that ‘a 

week is a long time in politics’ or, in this instance, 
it’s a long time in prophecy!

So, we fast forward to chapter 10 and what a 
chapter it is … it deals with an issue that many of 

us often wrestle with, the problem of seemingly 
unanswered prayer! Or what happens when our 



prayers don’t appear to be answered when we 
want them to be … one lesson to learn from this 

epic chapter is that God’s delays are not God’s 
denials. The big question is: what’s going on out 

there or, perhaps, what’s going on up there?
Daniel is a very old man at this stage - and 

there’s no way that he could’ve gone back to 
Jerusalem with the rest of the captives. Too much 

for him to do. The vision here is around 536BC. 
AND … wow, it’s some vision - he’s given a truly 

sensational insight into what would happen in the 
so-called 400 silent years between Malachi and 

Matthew. In his day, these were prophetic - in our 
day, they are historic. And, such accuracy, is 

phenomenal - but, there again, God always gets it 
right.

Three things worth noting here about Daniel - 
one, he is instructed in the purpose of God; two, 

he is interceding for the people of God; three, he 
is interested in the work of God. An example for 

the rest of us to embrace.
Here’s the issue: Daniel prayed and for twenty 

one days he didn’t get an answer - the heavens 
were like brass, or so it seemed! A bit like talking 

to the wall! 
But there’s more to it than meets the eye - for the 

Lord heard his prayer as soon as it was uttered 
(12-14). So Daniel got through ok - the ears of the 

Most High were open. And, even more thrilling, 
the answer was immediately dispatched - that 

tells me, there was no delay on God’s part, no 
tardiness in God’s quarters. 

That begs the question: why the 3 week delay? 
Simple answer - and this gives us a remarkable 

insight into what’s going on when we talk about 
Satan’s network of evil. He’s not called the prince 

of the power of the air for nothing - that’s his war 
zone, as it were.

The angel bearing the answer to his prayer was 
held up for 3 weeks by the prince of the kingdom 

of Persia. That wasn’t Cyrus, he was perched on 
his throne on Planet Earth. He couldn’t be two 

places at once. There was a battle royal taking 
place up there as the one tried to outwit and 

outdo the other. 
He was a fallen angelic prince with special 

responsiblity for the territory governed by Cyrus. 
This was his patch and he would do all in his 

satanic power to overthrow the angel of God. This 
is a rare glimpse into the unseen world. Here is 

the struggle behind all struggles recorded and 
etched in granite on the pages of history.

Further on we find there is one also for Greece - 
that tells me the devil is real and demonic activity 

is real! These emissaries of hell are well 
organised, well informed, and well equipped. 

If there is one for Persia and one for Greece, that 
suggests to me there is one for Devon, and one 

for Cornwall; there is one operating where you 
live here in St Austell, one where I live in Bawtry - 

that may help to explain the mystery of some of 
your unanswered prayers.

There are three things about Daniel in verses 
15-19 - he is touched each time, it was what he 

needed when he needed it - the helpful ministry of 
the heavenly messenger - one, there was a touch 

of undergirding, to make him stand; two, a touch 
of utterance, to make him speak; three, a touch of 



undertaking, to make him strong. That’s what we 
need today - a fresh touch from the Lord.

Here’s a quick outline of chapter 10 … one, 
faithfulness may be more difficult than we 

suppose - verse 1; two, prayer is more crucial 
than we suppose - verses 2-3, 12-14;

three, truth is more devastating than we suppose 
- verses 4-19; four, history is more complicated 

than we suppose - verses 13 and 20-21.
We’re almost through … take a look at chapter 11 

and, basically, it splits into two sections - number 
one, from verse 1 to verse 35 … and number two, 

from verse 36 down to verse 45, and, indeed, on 
into the first 3 verses of chapter 12. 

Let me try and keep it simple - the first section is 
water under the bridge - the second shorter 

section has not yet happened, but it will and 
maybe sooner than we realise.

The first section focuses on potentates in 
prophetic perspective … there are no fewer than 

135 predictions given; this plugs the gaps in our 
thinking as to what went on in the period between 

the end of Malachi and the beginning of Matthew 
… all that you have here is well documented and 

you can read all about it in any decent history 
book. You will be thrilled with the accuracy of 

Scripture, but that should not surprise us at all. 
At this point in time, the second half is unfulfilled 

prophecy - the focus here is on the Antichrist and 
Armageddon, then in the first 3 verses of chapter 

12 on the advent of the King of kings and Lord of 
lords! There is retribution, resurrection, and hints 

of reward, especially in verse 3 - where it talks 
about the coronation of servants: “those who are 

wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, 
and those who lead many to righteousness, like 

the stars for ever and ever.”
The book all comes to an end when Daniel is told 

to shut the book and seal it. God tenderly and 
lovingly reminds his servant that his purposes 

would ripen fast. There was nothing for him to 
worry about as God was in total control of the 

situation - hence the timeless message, Heaven 
rules!

In closing, here’s a breakdown of chapter 12 so 
that you can check it out at your leisure: one, we 

will have security in the greatest trouble, verses 
1-4; two, we will have certainty in the hardest 

misery, verses 5-7;
three, we can have tenacity in the darkest days, 

verses 8-12; and, four, we have direction for the 
present moment, verse 13 … all because, like 

Daniel, our duty is clear and our future is settled - 
that’s why we rejoice, for Daniel’s God is our God!

Let me say this: if you want a more detailed, 
verse by verse commentary on all that I’ve shared 

this morning, go to my website, hit the resources 
button, then click on Daniel, and it’s all there.

 
 




