
 Exodus 28:36-38, 39:30-31		      ‘Gems from the Garments of Glory’ (10) 

We’re turning this evening for the last time to 

Exodus 28 in our studies on the garments of the 

high priest - as they say in some parts, ‘all good 

things come to an end.’ I have called the series: 

Gems from the Garments of Glory. 

I think we’ve come to appreciate in a deeper 

way something of the worth and work of our 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We rejoice that 

when his work of redemption was finished upon 

the cross, he was raised from the dead, then he 

ascended and was exalted on high to the highest 

place that heaven affords, enthroned far above 

all …  

today, and every day, we know from Hebrews 4 

that he continues to minister on our behalf at 

the throne of grace where we find loads of 

mercy and sufficient grace to help us in our 

times of need …  

and let’s be honest, such moments are many, 

aren’t they?  

He is there as our Great High Priest … the truth 

of his advocacy is captured in that lovely hymn: 

Before the throne of God above, I have a strong 

and perfect plea, A great high priest whose 

name is love, Who ever lives and pleads for me.   

Our focus now is on the plate of pure gold, then 

we’ll consider the mitre or turban which he wore 

on his head. So, here are 8 truths about the gold 

plate that merit our consideration: 

1. The Primacy of the Plate 

Contrary to what a lot of people think, the 

emphasis in the text is not on the headdress, but 

on the plate of pure gold. You will notice that it 

is mentioned first in verse 36 … that signifies it is 

of greater importance. 

In our lives, there is probably nothing of more 

significance than the doctrine of holiness. Few 

subjects have suffered more at the hands of so-

called evangelical people - we have gone from 

one extreme to the other, the pendulum is 

forever swinging … the reality is, we need to be 

men and women of God, like those described in 

2 Peter 3 who embrace holiness to the hilt, and 

whose lives are marked by biblical holiness. 

There are four strands to holiness - one, there is 

positional holiness for we are sanctified in Him - 

that’s where we are right now and we’re there 

to stay;  

two, there is practical holiness for this is God’s 

perfect will for our lives in 1 Thess. 4:3 - yes, it’s 

worked out in the rough and tumble of daily life; 

three, there is progressive holiness, according to 

Philippians 3:12, as we gradually become more 

and more like Jesus - he is shaping us, moulding 

and fashioning us so that when people see us 

they catch a glimpse of Jesus;  

and, finally, there is a future aspect to it when 

we speak about prospective holiness for in the 

Glory we shall not only be with him and that’s 

exciting in itself, but we shall also be like Him 



and that’s mind-blowing, as we read in 1 John 

3:1-3. 

Holiness is not an afterthought in God’s purpose 

for our lives - rather, it’s at the heart, the core, of 

all that we are and all that we do. Living as we 

do in a world where so much is shoddy, messy, 

and tarnished, a holy life is a beautiful life and, 

indeed, a blessed life. What a contrast! 

2. The Place of the Plate 

We’re left in no doubt at all as to where it was to 

be situated - two times over we’re told in verses 

37-38 where it should be … one, ‘it is to be on 

the front of the turban or mitre’ and, two, ‘it will 

be on Aaron’s forehead.’  

In other words, you can’t help but see it - it 

holds a prominent place, it’s always to the fore - 

right there at the front. This should be the first 

thing to impress you about it - it stands out so 

that there’s no mistaking what the message is. 

3. The Purpose of the Plate 

It was a constant reminder to the people in the 

camp of Israel what a thrice holy God expected 

of them - nothing less than a life of holiness. If 

you like, it’s a teaching aid, an illustration to get 

the message over to the people. It also shines 

the main beam on the impeccable character of 

God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. The Price of the Plate 

The plate was made of ‘pure gold’ - therefore, it 

was costly, it was expensive. Here was an item of 

clothing that was extremely valuable - priceless. 

A gem to be treasured. 

It’s worth us keeping in mind that it will cost us 

as believers for God to stamp his holiness upon 

our lives - days of heartbreak, sorrow, anguish of 

mind, trials, troubles and, maybe, even tears. 

The evangelical prophet Isaiah reminds us that 

‘man’s beauty is as a fading flower’ (28:1) … so 

true, isn’t it … but the beauty of God’s holiness is 

something of lasting worth - it’s attractive to see 

in the life of another Glory-bound pilgrim and 

something we all should aspire after. 

5. The Prettiness of the Plate 

It doesn’t come out as clearly in the English as it 

does in the original Hebrew, but this is a plate - 

that said, it’s not just a piece of metal appended 

to the turban or mitre … the Hebrew word 

means ‘a flower’ or ‘a blossom’ - that raises the 

idea of something ornamental… it would have 

the appearance of leaves of a flower - you can 

compare that with the lily flowers which 

adorned the pillars of Jachin (pronounced yaw-

keen) and Boaz found in the entrance vestibule 

to Solomon’s temple - I Kings 7.  

This is amazing for it suggests to us the intrinsic 

loveliness of a life of holiness, the beauty of a 

consecrated life, and the fragrance of a yielded 

heart where everything is on the altar.  

6. The Perpetuity of the Plate 

We read in the final sentence in verse 38 that ‘it 

will be on Aaron’s forehead continually so that 

they will be acceptable to the Lord.’ That tells 

me, whenever Aaron was ministering before the 

Lord or out there moving among the people in 



the desert camp that he could never appear 

without the plate. It was to be affixed to his 

turban all the time!  

And the lesson is: holiness in the Lord’s presence 

is essential and compulsory - a reminder of the 

words in the ascension psalm, Psalm 24, where 

we’re clearly told that when we enter into the 

Lord’s near presence to engage in joyful worship 

that we do so ‘with clean hands and a pure 

heart.’  

7. The Provision for the Plate 

It was held firmly in place because we read in 

verse 37 that it was to be fastened with a blue 

cord in order to attach it to the turban or mitre. 

Yes, God made ample and adequate provision - 

he always does … the heavenly life is a life of 

holiness for heaven is a place of unsullied 

holiness.  

The colour blue speaks of glory - you see, God is 

glorified in our lives when we are holy. It also 

speaks of grace - and the only way for us to be 

holy is through the grace of God … there are no 

shortcuts, no quick fixes - as the old hymn says, 

Take time to be holy … (as an aside, back in the 

late 1800s, the man who wrote this hymn, W D 

Longstaff, was treasurer of the church I pastored 

in Sunderland over thirty years ago - Bethesda 

Free Church … a church where your pastor, 

Jonathan, has often preached in times past) … 

this is the royal route to a life of fellowship with 

him and fulness in him. 

8. The Preciousness of the Plate 

Here is something to warm your heart on a chilly 

Wednesday evening - see that little phrase 

tucked in at the end of verse 38 for that cuts to 

the chase when it comes to the plate of gold, we 

read: ‘It will be on Aaron’s forehead continually - 

ok but, why - so that they will be acceptable to 

the Lord.’  

Simply put, there’s a hint of substitution there, 

for it was because of Aaron they were accepted. 

And as Paul reminds us in Ephesians 1, it’s 

because of Christ that we are ‘accepted in the 

Beloved.’ Not of us - nothing in us - nor anything 

by us … ah, it’s all of him. 

I can’t help but think of the words engraved on 

the forehead of the scarlet woman in Revelation 

17 which tell us all about her as an apostate 

church: ‘Mystery, Babylon the Great, Mother of 

Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth.’ But 

here it is so significantly different - upon the true 

church of Christ is the ascription, ‘holiness to the 

Lord.’ 

Before we move on to look at the mitre or 

turban, did you notice the opening phrase in 

verse 38 where we read: ‘And it shall be upon 

Aaron’s forehead that Aaron may bear the 

iniquity (or guilt) of the holy things which the 

children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy 

gifts.’ That seems rather odd, doesn't it - it’s a 

strange combination and it begs the question, 

How can such words be linked together? 

I’ve thought long and hard about it and it seems 

to me that even our very best gifts are defiled by 



the sinfulness in our hearts. Even those gifts 

which are consecrated and yielded entirely to 

him are tainted by sin lurking in our lives. Our 

purest worship is mingled with infirmity and sin - 

some of our most devoted acts are besmirched 

with a sense of self-pleasing, pride, or perhaps 

even complacency …  

well, see what happens, for here a gracious and 

generous provision has been made for us to 

come just as we are because of who he is! Our 

heavenly Aaron, Jesus our great high priest, 

takes what we offer, all that we offer, and he 

makes it acceptable - how lovely is that! 

As we bring our series of studies to a close, let’s 

take a few moments to think about the mitre or 

turban which we read of in verse 37.  

Actually, very little is said about it - a few words 

here and there - no mention of its size or shape, 

but we assume it was like a turban that you’d 

see men wearing in some of the Middle Eastern 

countries …  

the Hebrew word used in the text speaks of 

something which is wrapped or rolled around … 

it was then placed on top of Aaron’s head - 

basically, it was used as a covering …  

it’s also worth noting that it was fairly common 

for the Jewish man to cover his head and 

uncover his feet when worshipping in the 

synagogue - a recognition of the majesty of God.  

Wearing the turban was a sign of subjection 

before a holy God - and when we think of the 

Lord Jesus we see evidence of that at all times - 

for example, in his daily walk, in every word he 

uttered, in all the works which he accomplished, 

he always claimed that he acted in subservience 

to the Father’s authority … we see that in John 

5:30 and over in Hebrews 5:8 - he is the 

Obedient One. 

White also speaks of righteousness - that was 

the only way the priest could appear in the 

presence of God - his head was crowned with 

the symbol of righteousness and holiness. 

A white head is also a picture, an emblem, of 

wisdom and esteem in the Word of God … I think 

of Proverbs 16:31 and 20:29 … old age, white 

hair, tell of a life lived, experience gained, of 

wisdom obtained - it’s a reference to the one 

who is, according to Daniel, ‘the ancient of days.’ 

The head also denotes authority for it controls 

the rest of the body. So it is when we think of 

the church of Christ - he is the Head and we are 

all members of the body - he’s the one who 

governs it and controls it. The last word always 

belongs to him … 

So … there is a fourfold presentation of the 

stainless character of the Lord Jesus Christ … 

something similar appears in 1 Corinthians 1:30 

where we read that ‘… He is made unto us 

wisdom (that’s the mitre), righteousness (that’s 

the white linen broidered coat), sanctification 

(that’s the plate of gold), and redemption (that’s 

the 12 jewelled breastplate).’ It reminds me of 

the song, ‘What a wonderful Saviour is Jesus my 

Lord …’ 



The mitre or turban also speaks so vividly to us 

of the mind of Christ … there are four aspects to 

this that are worth meditating upon - that said, 

we also need to keep in mind that some of this 

also applies to the plate of pure gold, especially 

the last couple of points. 

A holy mind … it was white in colour and we’ve 

seen what that represents already this evening, 

and in our previous study on the linen coat. As 

we apply this to the Lord Jesus, it speaks of a 

mind which is saturated with holiness - totally 

immersed in holiness … so much so that every 

one of his thoughts were pure, his imagination 

at all times was pure, and his understanding was 

nothing less than pure. 

Think about it like this: the mind of a saved man 

is different from that of an unsaved person … 

when Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden, his 

understanding was darkened - when we come to 

faith in Christ, our understanding is enlightened 

… ah, but there remains a difference between 

the mind of a saint and the mind of our Saviour! 

We’re on a journey towards perfection, Jesus is 

already there! 

A human mind … it was a linen head covering 

and that represents that which is earthly. Our 

Lord was in the form of God and in the bosom of 

God - Paul makes that clear in Philippians 2 - we 

also read that ‘he was found in fashion as a man’ 

but it’s important for us to recognise that Jesus 

became what he had never been before, but he 

did not cease to be what he had always been.  

He is the Son of God and the Son of Man. He is 

‘God manifest in flesh’ - we know from John in 

his writings that that’s what the incarnation is all 

about. And as a man, a human being, Luke also 

says that his mind developed over time as he 

increased in wisdom, etc. 

A heavenly mind … you will notice from verse 37 

that the plate of pure gold was attached to the 

turban with a blue cord … and blue, as we have 

discovered already, speaks to us of heaven. The 

plain truth is that the mind of Jesus was focused 

and fixed on heavenly and eternal truths. Every 

decision he took was influenced by his heavenly 

outlook. 

He loved the house of God and the Word of God 

- he was against the enemies of God, he went 

out of his way to help the people of God, day by 

day he challenged those who were living life 

with little thought about God, and he was often 

down on his knees at the throne of God. 

A humble mind … we catch glimmers of this 

truth in chapter 39:30 where the plate is 

referred to as ‘a holy crown’ or ‘the sacred 

diadem.’ What an amazing contrast - when on 

the cross at Calvary they put a crown of thorns 

on his brow … when all is said and done, he is a 

king and a priest forever. 

The scriptures also make it clear that the plate 

was made of pure ‘gold’ … and, as we have seen 

elsewhere, gold speaks of something that is 

priceless, of infinite worth - the Psalmist in 147:5 

tells us that ‘his understanding has no limit.’ Isn’t 



that marvellous and majestic, but this is our God 

and we behold him in all his splendour … think 

about it: 

He knows the number of all the stars and, even 

more, he knows each one by name; from the 

first day, he knows all the saints who’ve followed 

His Son; he knows all the strands of hair on our 

head; he knows even when a tiny sparrow falls 

to the ground and dies; he knows all the secrets 

of the human heart - nothing is hidden from him 

and his all seeing eye; he knows every step that 

we take on the journey of life … there’s nothing 

he doesn’t know!  

Such a mind is the mind of Christ … well may we 

pray this evening, May the mind of Christ our 

Saviour, Live in us from day to day. It is often said 

that great minds think alike - well, dear friend, 

you can do no better than think like him for 

that’s what good and godly people do. 

So we’ve come to the end of our studies on the 

High Priest’s Garments … I sincerely trust you’ve 

been richly blessed and that you’ve gathered up 

many gems along the way. One final song sums it 

up so eloquently - it was penned in the 1800s by 

the Scottish pastor, Horatius Bonar: 

Done is the work that saves, Once and for ever 

done; Finished the righteousness, That clothes 

the unrighteous one. The love that blesses us 

below, Is flowing freely to us now. 

The sacrifice is o’er, The veil is rent in twain, The 

mercy seat is red, With blood of Victim slain; 

Why stand ye then without, in fear? The blood 

divine invites us near. 

The gate is open wide; The new and living way, Is 

clear and free and bright, With love and peace 

and day: Into the holiest now we come, Our 

present and our endless home. 

Upon the mercy seat, The High Priest sits within; 

The blood is in his hand, Which makes and keeps 

us clean. With boldness let us now draw near; 

That blood has banished every fear. 

Then to the Lamb once slain, Be glory, praise and 

power, Who died and lives again, Who liveth 

evermore, Who loved and washed us in his 

blood, Who makes us kings and priests to God. 

     


