Exodus 28:8

We’re turning back again this evening to Exodus
28 to pick up where we left off this time last year
- for the second half of a series of 10 studies on
the garments of the high priest - | have called
the series: Gems from the Garments of Glory.

| think this is a marvellous opportunity for us to
zoom in on the attributes of our Lord Jesus - we
see what makes him tick; we admire his ability to
act on our behalf, to faithfully and unfailingly
represent us day by day - in fact, it’s 24/7 - as we
know from the book of Hebrews, the Lord Jesus
is our Great High Priest. So, let me give you a
quick rundown on where we’ve been, just to
refresh your memory ...

The eye-catching, multi-coloured ephod speaks
of his awesome ability ... the breastplate of 12
precious stones speaks of his ability to love his
own for we’re on his heart; the shoulder onyx
stones speak of his ability to keep his own for he
upholds us in all the ups and downs of life; the
urim and thummim, tucked into the pouch of
the breastplate, speak of his ability to guide his
own - that’s what we have covered so far;
tonight we shine the spotlight on the waistband
or, as the King James Version has it, the curious
girdle and that speaks of his ability to serve his
own. Some other translations call it the sash!
Then, next week, we’ll look at the blue robe
which tells us of his deity for he is the Lord of

heaven, and the Lord from heaven. Right now,
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he is the Lord in heaven. The week after that dv
we’ll focus on the golden bells and coloured
pomegranates which were attached to the hem
of the blue robe; they remind us of his balanced
life - Jesus is full of grace and truth, a beautiful
and blessed life of testimony and fruitfulness.

In week 4, we’ll think about the skilfully woven
tunic or, as the King James Version calls it, the
broidered coat - it affirms his humanity - as soon
as we mention that particular garment, we think
of the most sacred day in the Jewish religious
calendar - Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement -
you can read all about it in Leviticus 16; - which
started this evening when the sun went down
and will continue until tomorrow’s sunset; on
that day, and only on that day, he went beyond
the veil from the holy place into the holy of
holies; that’s when the high priest was dressed,
not in his robes of glory and beauty, but only in
his white linen coat.

At the end of the month, in our final study, we’'ll
home in on the mitre or turban which declares
his authority. At the same time, we’ll talk about
the golden plate on the front of the headpiece,
which was specially engraved with a few words
for it highlights his holiness.

Isaac Watts was right on cue when he penned
these familiar words: Join all the glorious names,
Of wisdom, love, and power, That mortals ever

knew, That angels ever bore; All are too mean to



speak his worth, Too mean to set my Saviour
forth.

Let’s get into the heart of our study and, as we
do that, we need to keep two truths in the front
of our minds ... as the girdle speaks of service ...
we shall see, first, how the high priest served the
people before God and, second, we see how he
served God before the people! This is fascinating
- why, you may ask? Well, as we weave our way
through the Word we find there are a number of
girdles hinted at or specifically mentioned - and,
on each occasion, they are linked with some kind
of service!

1. The Prophet’s Girdle (2 Kings 1:8)

That verse gives us a fascinating account of what
Elijah was wearing, for we read: ‘He was a man
with a garment of hair and with a leather belt
round his waist.” It was an unusual encounter
that day, not the kind of thing that happened
every day of the week ...

Elijah went out to meet some messengers of the
king of Samaria to pass on to them the word of
the Lord. When they went back to the king and
told them the message, they told him about the
man who gave it to them - no names mentioned,
but the king knew it was Elijah because of what
he wore!

Similar is found in Matthew 3:4 where we read
that John the Baptist’s ‘... clothes were made of
camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt round his
waist.” See what’s happening? The prophets of

two different eras wore leather girdles! When

you saw the girdle, the belt around the waist,
you were able to identify the man’s profession.
Nothing attractive or beautiful about it - it was
very common and ordinary. You see, it’s not the
man that matters, he fades into the background,
the message is ultra important! Helpful to realise
that the man did not detract from the message.
2. The Pilgrim’s Girdle (Mark 6:7-8)

This is where Jesus sends out the Twelve into the
highways and byways with some incredibly clear
guidelines for them to follow. So we read: ‘Take
nothing for the journey except a staff - no bread,
no bag, no money in your belts.

These guys went out empowered and enabled
by the Lord to do his bidding and to see his
blessing on their ministry - in the process, they
were to go empty-handed, as it were ... the word
‘belt’ or ‘purse’ is the same word that is used for
‘girdle/ The underlying thought here is one of
trustfulness, a total dependence on God to meet
all of their needs ... and, guess what, he never let
them down!

In that sense, we are all pilgrims - as we live our
lives in transit, we’ve been sent out into today’s
world as people on a mission with a message ...
our testimony through all the changing scenes in
life is surely, ‘great is thy faithfulness.

3. The Passover Girdle (John 13:4)

This is probably one of my favourite chapters in
the gospel of John - it’s one of the most dramatic
incidents recorded in Scripture. There is Jesus,

the Lord of all glory, and he’s down on his knees



- doing the most menial of tasks, washing the
smelly feet of the disciples ...

we read in verse 4 that he ‘wrapped a towel
around his waist.” For me, this speaks profoundly
of humility and a willingness to serve others ... if
you like, this is basin theology. What a powerful
example for you and | to follow day by day ...

4. The Protector’s Girdle (Ephesians 6:14)

I’'m sure we’re all familiar with these verses in
Ephesians 6 - all about the Christian soldier and
you and | putting on, what Paul calls, ‘the full
armour of God.” Various items are mentioned,
but it’s the one we read of in verse 14 which
catches my eye - ‘stand firm then, with the belt
of truth buckled around your waist.

You and | are engaged in conflict with the enemy
of our souls - the battle is raging all around us -
we’re in the trenches, up there on the frontline,
Jesus is the Captain of our salvation; he is our
banner in the fight for he is Jehovah Nissi. It
seems to me that the uppermost thought here is
that of truthfulness - ‘the belt of truth buckled’ -
and what is the belt of truth? It’s the living Word
of the living God. ‘Thy Word is truth.

5. The Potentate’s Girdle (Isaiah 11:5)

The focus here is on the Messiah - some truly
wonderful promises are contained in this epic
chapter - and verse 5 is no different! We read
that ‘righteousness will be his belt and
faithfulness the sash around his waist.

When the Lord as King rules and reigns, he will

do so in a righteous manner - when all is said

and done, he does what he does because he is
who he is - Jeremiah referred to him as Jehovah
Tsidkenu, the Lord our righteousness. He is
faithful and true to his character. A challenge for
you and | to be transparent in who we are and
what we do ...

6. The Priest’s Girdle (Revelation 1:12)

| love these words - they shine the spotlight on
the glorified Lord ... what a picture we have here
of him in all the splendour of his brilliance ... the
one who is walking among the seven lampstands
- and we read that he is ‘... dressed in a robe
reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash
around his chest.” One translation refers to it as
‘a golden girdle.

Did you happen to notice where it is - not on his
loins, but on his breast! A reminder that he is a
priest forever after the order of Melchizedek ...
and the girdle or sash is on his chest - that’s the
place of tenderness, affection, sympathy, and
love - and it’s all of gold - so it is everlasting. Ah,
what a huge blessing that is to you and to me as
weary pilgrims bound for Immanuel’s land. And
it’s all because we’re ‘loved with everlasting
love’ and we’ve been ‘led by grace that love to
know.’

7. The Peculiar Girdle (Exodus 28:8)

Why do | say ‘peculiar’ - just to find another P
for the alliteration! But, in the KJV, it’s referred
to as ‘the curious girdle. The high priest is the
only one who wore this item of clothing - so, in

that sense, it was unique to him. The reality is,



around the camp of the Israelites, every son or
daughter of Abraham, knew who he was and
everyone knew what his job was! It marked him
out ... it was a visible sign to the Jewish people
that he was doing a most special job.

You will have noted that the colours of the girdle
are exactly the same as those for the ephod -
gold, blue, purple, and scarlet - and it was also
made of the same linen material ... that tells me,
his work, his ministry, blended in perfectly with
his character. There was no clash between who
he was and what he did!

As we saw in our earlier studies, the gold speaks
of God ... the linen points to him as Man ... the
blue highlights that he is Lord ... the purple tells
me that he is King ... and the scarlet reminds us
that he is the Lamb, the once-for-all sacrifice for
our sin. Ah, how excitingly wonderful this is ...
for, in all these capacities, our Great High Priest
is serving us day by day! What do | mean?

Well, we read the words of Jesus in a chapter we
know so well and love so much, John 14, where
he said in verses 12-14: ‘I tell you the truth,
anyone who has faith in me will do what | have
been doing. He will do even greater things than
these, because | am going to the Father. And |
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask
me for anything in my name, and | will do it.
Those last four words are a powerful affirmation
of what he can do - ‘I will do it’ - a reminder to

all of us that he hears us when we pray and pour

out our souls to him - and even when we
struggle to verbalise our asking, it makes no
difference to him. He must be God ... and that’s
the gold!

Again, we read those precious words in the final
paragraph of Hebrews 4, beginning at verse 14:
‘Therefore, since we have a great high priest
who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we
profess. For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but
we have one who has been tempted in every
way, just as we are - yet was without sin. Let us
then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.

Jesus is touched - he feels for us - he shares our
burdens and enters into our pain and anguish -
he walks the path with us ... yes, he understands.
That beautiful truth is echoed in the words of
the old hymn: Tell it to Jesus, he understands
thee, Knows all thy sorrows, and sees all thy
tears; Knows all the hidden powers that
withstand thee, Knows all thy tremblings, thy
doubts, and thy fears.

He must be Man ... and that’s the linen!

The story of Paul’s conversion on the road to
Damascus is well worth a read - it’s one of those
hard-to-put-down narratives; you recall in verse
5 of Acts 9 that Saul, as he was then, asked the
guestion: ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the answer

came with a few words, ‘l am Jesus ...’



Then, when you fast forward to some years later,
and look at Philippians 2 - we see Jesus there as
one who is exalted far above all, and anticipating
a day when ‘every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord’ (verse 11). That tells me, he is able
and will meet our every need. He must be Lord
... and that’s the blue!

Paul was a great encourager of younger men in
gospel ministry - we see evidence of that in his
relationship with Timothy. In his first epistle to
his prodigy, he gives him a threefold charge in
chapter 6, verses 11-12 ... one, he is to flee
certain things - things which would sidetrack him
and potentially wreck and ruin his ministry and
testimony; two, he is to go in hot pursuit and
follow ‘righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, and gentleness’; three, he is to ‘fight
the good fight of faith.

All of this pastor-cum-preacher Timothy is to do
in light of the one to whom he is accountable -
described for us in verses 15-16 as ‘God, the
blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and
Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who
lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or can see.

There’s no doubt there that he is King, King of
the ages ... there’s an echo here of the role of
Melchizedek from the early chapters in Genesis
when he was described as a priest and king. For
you and me, that reinforces the glorious truth
that He will open up the way for us - he will

make the rough places smooth and the crooked

places straight. He must be King ... and that’s
the purple!

The final one is seen in 1 John 2 where we are
reminded in the opening verses of a truth which
warms the heart and breathes consolation in to
our souls ...

The beloved apostle writes: ‘My dear children, |
write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to
the Father in our defence - Jesus Christ the
Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of
the whole world’

Here is our advocate, representing us before our
heavenly Father - and the incredibly good news
is that he hasn’t lost a single case yet! And, take
heart, dear friend, he never will! He effectively
pleads our case and he wins every time.

The old hymn, penned by Charles Wesley,
expressed it so well when it said: He ever lives
above, for me to intercede; His all redeeming
love, His precious blood to plead; His blood
atoned for all our race, And sprinkles now the
throne of grace.

Another hymn says something similar, and we
love these words by Charitie Bancroft: Because
the sinless Saviour died, My sinful soul is counted
free; For God, the Just, is satisfied, To look on
him and pardon me.

He must be the Lamb ... and that’s the scarlet!
Let me say this in closing ... when we shine the

main beam on the girdle, it tells us in language



so clear that Jesus serves us in all the wonder of
his deity, in all the tenderness of his humanity, in
all the authority of his lordship, in all the royalty
of his kingship, and in all the sufficiency of his

sacrifice. In other words, he is all we need ...



