Exodus 28:31-35

We’re turning back again this evening to Exodus
28 for study number 8 out of 10 on the garments
of the high priest - you will see from the handout
where we’ve been and where we’re going. | have
called the series: Gems from the Garments of
Glory.

It’s always heartwarming to see Christ in all the
Scriptures - that’s what happened to the folks on
the road to Emmaus - they were weary as they
walked that dusty track, their hearts had sunk to
an all-time low, they were perplexed and a tad
confused with all that had taken place over the
previous few days ...

then the Stranger of Galilee appeared and
walked the path with them - by the time they
got to where they were going, their spirits had
lifted, their faces aglow, their hearts were on fire
... all because they saw Jesus face to face and
because they heard all about him from the pages
of the Old Testament.

On that point, | can’t help but wonder, did Jesus
give them any precious insights on this particular
chapter? Well, whether he did or didn’t, these
garments point us to him ... if these garments
could talk, they’d say something like this:

The multi-coloured ephod would say, ‘1 am able,
| can do it ...” The twelve jewelled breastplate
would say, ‘I love you with all my heart ...” The
onyx shoulder stones would say, ‘Il bear you up, |

will support you ...” The Urim and Thummim
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would say, ‘I lead you moment by moment, hour
by hour, day by day - | will guide you through all
the ups and downs of life ...” The curious girdle
or waistband would say, ‘l am here to serve you
and to act on your behalf in the highest courts of
heaven ...’ Finally, as we saw last Wednesday, the
robe that is all of blue gives us a perfect glimpse
of Jesus as our heavenly Lord of lords.

This evening, we stay with the robe and we take
time to ponder the lessons we can learn from
the bells and pomegranates attached to its hem.
There are 8 points in all - 4 for the bells and 4 for
the pomegranates ...

1. The Situation of the Bells

As | said a minute ago, the bells were attached to
the hem of the blue robe - and that’s of huge
significance because the hem speaks of that
which is finished - it’s a job well done and a job
done well - it’s complete.

These golden bells are associated with a work
that is finished ... yes, they bore clear testimony
to a job done, a mission completed. When we
think back to Calvary and the redemptive work
of the Lord Jesus, we hear him shout at the top
of his voice, ‘It is finished - tetelestai. That was
the penultimate of seven sayings that fell from
his lips on that centre cross ... but what did it
signify?

When he died, Jesus died with his mission fully

accomplished - every goal was achieved; he died



with no regrets; he didn’t need more time to
preach one more sermon, or to heal one more
paralytic, or create one more loaf of bread. He
died with a smile of satisfaction knowing full well
that his high priestly prayer in John 17:1 was
answered as the Father was glorified in it all.
That’s why we joyfully sing, with Charles Wesley:
“Tis finished! The Messiah dies, Cut off for sins,
but not his own; Accomplished is the sacrifice,
The great redeeming work is done.

These epic words speak to us, first of all, of the
consummation of the prophetic scriptures. For
many a long year, the prophets had described
step by step the humiliation and suffering the
coming Saviour should endure. In his death, it all
came to pass - every fragment was gathered up
as he testified, ‘I have finished the work you
gave me to do.

The Old Testament is a bit like God’s picture
gallery in the shadows - however, when Jesus
came he completed the picture, he was the
missing piece in the jigsaw of redemption - for
those living in the dark, Jesus turned on the
light.

Then, secondly, they also speak to us of the
culmination of his personal sufferings. We’re
standing on holy ground as we see the Man of
sorrows going through all kinds of unthinkable
and almost unbearable anguish and agony ... in
his death, the purchase price for our salvation is
paid, paid in full ... you see, we owed a debt we

could not pay, Jesus paid a debt he did not owe.

And, thirdly, they also speak of the completion
of a perfect sacrifice. When he died in our place,
he was God’s flawless and faultless sacrifice - a
Lamb without spot or blemish. And because
innocent blood was shed, the demands of justice
were met, the requirements of holiness were
satisfied, and the offering of God’s paschal lamb
met the Father’s approval ... all that means that
my sins are on Jesus, not on me!

That’s why we often sing, with Wesley Martin:
The gospel bells are ringing; Over land, from sea
to sea, Blessed news of free salvation, Do they
offer you and me.

The golden bells speak to us of joyfulness in a
finished work ... there’s nothing dull or drab
about this, far from it. Each one is vibrating in
melody and harmony with the others - all
expressing notable tribute to what was
accomplished. There are no redundant bells, no
bells which are not tinkling ...

There’s a timely lesson there for all of us as we
walk with the Lord and serve him wherever he
has put us. Think of the many times we read in
the New Testament that Jesus prayed, ‘Father, |
thank thee. Again, we read many times that he
‘rejoiced in spirit.” Such spontaneous delight in
God should characterise all our endeavours for
the kingdom. We are, according to Psalm 100, to
‘serve the Lord with gladness.’

Such expressions of praise in our ministry is
summed up with these words: The gospel bells

are joyful, As they echo far and wide; Bearing



news of perfect pardon, Through a Saviour
crucified.

2. The Sound of the Bells

We read in verse 35 that ‘the sound of the bells
will be heard when he enters the Holy Place
before the Lord and when he comes out, so that
he will not die.’ | think this piece of info shines
the torchlight on his annual involvement in Yom
Kippur, the Day of Atonement, which we read of
in Leviticus 16.

When we fast forward to Hebrews 9:6-7 we see
the difference between what the ordinary priest
did when compared with the high priest ... we
read about the various articles of furniture in the
holy place and then this insightful comment:

‘... when everything had been arranged like this,
the priests entered regularly into the outer room
to carry on their ministry. But only the high
priest entered the inner room, and that only
once a year, and never without blood, which he
offered for himself and for the sins the people
had committed in ignorance.

There you have it - 2 rooms - the outer room is
twice as big as the inner room - 30x15 & 15x15;
the outer room is called the holy place, and the
inner room is known as the most holy place or
the holy of holies.

Let me try to paint the picture for you: when the
high priest enters through the curtained door
into the first compartment, the holy place, he
has a basin of blood held firmly in his hands; he

sees the golden altar of incense before him and

in front of of the veil - he sees the table of
showbread to his right side and the 7-branched
golden lampstand on his left side ... the people
outside in the camp can still hear the sound of
the bells ringing as he moves about inside ...
Then, he begins to undress - he removes the
ephod and the robe of blue along with the
breastplate and shoulder onyx stone ... that’s the
last the Hebrew people hear of the bells - they
fall silent ...

The high priest picks up his basin of blood and
goes through the veil into the holy of holies -
he’s standing there before the ark of the
covenant, the cherubim, and the mercy seat - he
sprinkles the blood upon it and around it seven
times ... AND ... if the sacrifice is accepted by a
holy God, he lives, he makes his way back out
through the veil into the holy place ... he needs
to put his garments back on and the first one is
the robe of blue ... and that’s when the golden
bells start to ring again.

Ah, when the Lord Jesus died, the bells stopped
ringing - three days later on that first Lord’s Day
morning of resurrection, they started up and
their sound has been heard all over the world -
the message is that Jesus is alive! His offering for
sin was accepted by the Father ...

3. The Substance of the Bells

These were golden bells ... nothing else would
do! Gold is that which never changes, it never
loses its value, in the Word of God is represents

something which is everlasting ... that’s why we



love to meditate on the words of Hebrews 10:12
where it says: ‘But when this priest had offered
for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of God/

In other words, unlike Aaron and his successors
who had to go through the same rigmarole year
in, year out - it was repeated annually ... Jesus
did it once for all time and that was it! Fullstop.
A powerful reminder that ‘the blood shall never
lose its power.

Did you see what Jesus did when he went back
home to the Father ... we read that ‘he sat down
at the right hand of God’ - you see, there were
no chairs, no seats, in the tabernacle in the
wilderness or in the temple in Jerusalem. The
work of Aaron was never complete - but Jesus ...
his was and he sat down.

4. The Spacing of the Bells

Bells were not the only item to be attached to
the hem - there were pomegranates of blue,
purple, and scarlet ... so, it was a bell, then a
pomegranate, followed by a bell, and another
pomegranate ... all the way around the hem!

It wasn’t all bells - you see, it’s not all testimony,
it’s not only testimony, for the bells were
interspersed with pomegranates - as we shall
see in a moment, they speak of fruitfulness. |
find this so challenging for it can’t be all talk, it
can’t be no talk - we have to strike a balance and
get a happy medium between what we say and
what we do! In that, the Lord Jesus was perfect -

he got it right every time.

Before we consider the pomegranates and the
lessons we can learn from them, let me draw
attention to one more delicious aspect of this
truth ... there in the holy place the bells were
ringing out loud and clear ... those bells can still
be heard down the years of time ...

Before the table of showbread, Jesus Christ is
our strength in moments of weakness and
weariness ... before the golden menorah, the
Lord Jesus is our light in days of darkness when
we’re going through some tough times or days
of sorrow ... before the altar of incense, as our
Great High Priest our Saviour is our intercessor
in the hour of disappointment and when things
have gone pear shaped in our lives ...

We thank God for the bells attached to the hem
of his finished work, now we turn our attention
to the pomegranates:

5. The Picking of the Pomegranates

The big question is this: why pick pomegranates,
why not some other fruit? Well, those in the
know tell me that pomegranates have more
seeds in them than any other known fruit - and
there’s the answer to the question ... they speak
of fruitfulness! In fact, if you’ve ever had one in
the land of Israel when it’s been so sticky and
hot, a pomegranate provides lovely refreshment.
Pomegranates are the fruit of the land flowing
with milk and honey - we read in Numbers 13:23
when the spies ‘... reached the Valley of Eschol,
they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of

grapes. Two of them carried it on a pole



between them, along with some pomegranates
and figs.” The contrast with the land of Egypt is
obvious for it was renowned for its melon and
cucumber, its leeks, and onions, and garlic ...
There seems to be a connection between the
vine and pomegranates - the flourishing of the
vine and the budding of the pomegranates, we
see that hinted at in Song of Solomon 6:11 and
7:12. As it were, these are the pleasant fruits in
which the beloved delights ... again, we think of
the Lord Jesus and our relationship with him.
It’s also worth noting that the apple is the fruit
of love, the grape is the fruit of joy, and the
pomegranate is the fruit of peace ... ah, Jesus
has made peace through his blood. So, when all
is said and done, pomegranates equate to a life
of fruitfulness.

6. The Position of the Pomegranates

Again, like the golden bells, the pomegranates
were attached to the hem - they are linked to a
work that is finished. That is, they are the fruit of
a work that is finished. God sees the Lord Jesus
and the fruit is salvation ... Christ sees us and the
fruit is ninefold as in Galatians 5:22-23 - what is
called ‘the fruit of the Spirit.

Pomegranates were the only fruit attached to
the hem of the robe of blue - no other fruit ... a
reminder to us that in our lives it is that which is
spiritual which really matters, there is to be no
place given to the flesh, etc.

You and | are the fruit of his death on Calvary’s

cross ... in that light, our lives ought to bear forth

fruit as in John 15 where we read about fruit,
more fruit, much fruit, and much more fruit.

7. The Particulars of the Pomegranates

| think this is best seen in the colours and these
should not surprise us at all - we know from
verse 33 that they are ‘blue, purple, and scarlet.
Ah, when you and | were born again and brought
into God’s global family - when we trusted in him
as Lord and Saviour and were attached to him as
fruit, 3 things took place:

One, the colour blue tells me that we became
citizens of heaven - we see that in Philippians
3:20-21. Two, the colour purple tells me that we
became a royal priesthood - we see thatin 1
Peter 2:9. And, three, the colour scarlet tells me
that as saints we can expect to suffer along life’s
journey - we see that in Philippians 1:29.

8. The Place of the Pomegranates

We touched on this earlier when we discovered
that it was ‘a golden bell and a pomegranate’ - in
other words, there was an even number of each
- there is to be a balance between speaking and
serving - between testimony and fruitfulness.
Our talk and our walk must be matching - one
should not be out of sync with the other. | think
it’s interesting to note that the way they were
placed meant that the bells didn’t dangle against
each other - they didn’t clash in discord! You get
the message, I’'m sure you do!

The take-home message is ... as his children, let’s
ensure our lives and our lips are in harmony with

one another - so, walk the walk and talk the talk!



