
Heaven … an inside view   Revelation 7:9-17 

 

A	man	said	to	me	one	day,	there’s	so	much	about	

Revelation	that	I	don’t	understand	–	I	said	to	him,	

it’s	not	the	bits	I	don’t	understand	that	bother	

me,	it’s	the	bits	I	do	understand.		No	matter	how	

we	look	at	this	wonderful	book,	from	cover	to	

cover,	it’s	all	about	Jesus.		And,	when	we	talk	

about	Jesus,	our	hearts	are	blessed	–	our	lives	are	

enriched	…	we	realise	we	are	on	the	winning	

team.		We	know	that	one	day	we	will	be	with	him	

–	and,	right	here,	in	Revelation	7,	we	have	an	

inside	view	of	heaven.		It’s	a	glimpse	of	glory.	

We	come	across	a	very	familiar	phrase	in	verse	9	

when	John	says	…		There’s	the	ability	of	Christ	to	

save	men,	to	rescue	them	from	the	grip	of	the	

enemy,	to	pluck	them	as	brands	from	the	burning,	

there’s	a	mighty	display	of	the	grace	of	God	in	the	

lives	of	ordinary	people,	it’s	an	innumerable	

company,	there	are	so	many	of	them	they	are	

uncountable!		There’s	wonder-working	power	in	

the	cleansing	blood	of	Jesus.			

The	day	of	Pentecost	was	a	memorable	day	–	

3,000	saved	on	that	single	day	alone!		That	was	a	

stupendous	victory	but	it’s	nothing	compared	to	

this.		Nineveh	repented	at	the	preaching	of	Jonah,	

around	one	million	people	were	saved,	that’s	

nothing	compared	to	this.		Some	three	million	

people	followed	Moses	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt	

because	they	sheltered	under	the	blood,	that	

blows	the	mind,	but	this	surpasses	that	by	a	long	

shot.			

And	there	they	are,	standing	before	the	throne	

and	in	front	of	the	Lamb;	what	a	fantastic	locale.		

They’re	in	the	grandstand	of	glory,	on	the	front	

row	in	heaven,	they	see	the	King	in	all	his	beauty;	

I	can’t	think	of	a	better	place	to	be!			

Did	you	see	where	they	have	come	from?		John	

says	they’re	from	all	over	the	place,	all	around	the	

world,	from	every	nation,	tribe,	people	and	

language.		That	means	what	it	says,	every	people	

group,	every	ethnic	group,	not	one	is	missing!		In	

Acts	2	there	was	a	roll	call	of	the	nations	at	

Pentecost,	it	was	nothing	like	this!		The	more	the	

Antichrist	fans	the	flames	of	repression	during	the	

Tribulation,	the	more	the	Holy	Spirit	fans	the	

flames	of	revival.			

Today	we	face	a	task	unfinished	in	terms	of	global	

evangelism,	the	church	has	not	yet	completed	the	

job	handed	to	her	in	the	great	commission;	so	

much	has	happened	in	the	last	few	years	as	the	

gospel	has	gone	where	man	has	never	been	

before	…	and	yet,	in	spite	of	all	that	is	being	

achieved	and	accomplished,	the	stark	reality	is	

there	are	so	many	dear	people	who	have	not	yet	

heard	the	precious	name	of	Jesus	in	their	own	

language.		It	seems	to	me	that	in	the	darkest	hour	

of	human	history,	the	greatest	harvest	of	souls	

the	world	has	ever	seen	will	take	place.		Millions	

who	have	never	heard	the	gospel	will	one	day	be	

swept	into	the	kingdom	of	God.			

So	much	for	their	number	and	their	nationality,	

what	about	their	nature?		We	discover	in	verse	9c	

…		They’re	virtuous	and	victorious!		Overcomers!		

The	white	robes	clearly	point	to	their	

righteousness	and	salvation.		The	palm	branches	



are	a	picture	of	triumph	and	rejoicing.		These	folks	

have	every	reason	to	be	glad	in	their	God,	they	

have	so	much	to	sing	and	shout	about!			

We	read	in	verse	10	…		It’s	a	celebration	of	the	

grace	of	God	for	they’re	the	first	to	recognise	that	

salvation	belongs	to	the	Lord.		O	yes,	they	paid	

the	supreme	sacrifice,	they’re	the	ones	we	read	

about	in	6:11,	it	cost	them	everything,	yet	that	

doesn’t	dampen	their	desire	to	thank	God	for	

their	salvation.	

It’s	a	celebration	of	the	government	of	God	for	

they	acknowledge	the	one	who	sits	on	the	throne.		

Their	days	on	earth	were	dark	and	dreadful,	times	

were	harsh	and	cruel,	the	unthinkable	happened	

to	many	of	them.		No	doubt	they	cried:	‘why,	O	

Lord,	why?’	and	‘how	long,	O	Lord,	how	long?’			

In	moments	when	all	was	sinking	around	them	

and	they	were	in	grave	danger	of	going	under	

themselves,	they	maybe	felt	as	if	God	was	silent,	

the	heavens	were	like	brass,	evil	appeared	to	

triumph	on	every	street	corner,	the	heathen	

raged,	the	thought	must	have	filtered	into	their	

mind	on	more	than	one	occasion,	has	God	

abdicated,	has	God	stepped	down,	has	God	been	

toppled	from	power?		Now	they	see	him	on	the	

throne;	now	they	know,	he’s	still	in	control,	he’s	

sovereign,	he’s	active.			

So	far	as	they’re	concerned,	it’s	a	celebration	of	

the	gift	of	God,	the	spotlight	is	on	Jesus.		They’re	

in	heaven	not	because	they	were	willing	to	be	

martyred	for	their	new-found	faith,	not	because	

they	gave	their	bodies	to	be	burned,	not	because	

they	were	rendered	destitute	and	subjected	to	a	

torrent	of	vulgar	abuse	from	everyone	in	the	

community,	not	because	they	endured	to	the	end,	

not	because	they	came	through	the	great	

tribulation,	no,	a	thousand	times,	no!			

They’re	there	only	because	of	Jesus,	and	well	they	

know	it!		They’ll	not	argue	with	that!		Their	song	is	

a	vocal	tribute	to	a	God	whose	grace	is	amazing	

and	to	a	Lamb	whose	death	is	atoning.		It’s	a	

humble	recognition	that	they	owe	everything	to	

the	one	who	is	seated	on	the	throne.			

A	W	Tozer	said	that	worship	is	the	missing	jewel	in	

the	service	of	the	church.		That	may	be	true,	but	

there’s	no	shortage	of	real	worship	in	heaven.		

This	is	fantastic	for	what	we	have	in	verse	11	is	an	

outburst	of	spontaneous	praise.		Heaven	is	full	of	

people	who	don’t	deserve	to	be	there,	that’s	why	

they	get	so	excited	and	enthused	about	the	grace	

and	mercy	of	God,	that’s	why	they	fall	down	in	

adoring	love	before	the	King	of	glory.			

It’s	the	‘ripple	in	the	pond’	syndrome,	when	the	

rest	of	heaven	sees	these	victorious	martyrs	

standing	before	the	throne,	dressed	in	their	

magnificent	white	robes,	waving	their	green	palm	

branches	high	above	their	heads,	lifting	up	their	

voices	in	an	anthem	of	praise,	they	can’t	contain	

themselves.		They	can’t	stand	by	on	the	sidelines,	

they	can’t	resist	the	opportunity	to	join	in,	so	the	

numbers	are	swelled	considerably	and	the	volume	

is	turned	up	so	much	higher	as	this	great	massed	

choir	praises	the	God	of	glory.		It’s	natural,	it’s	

unrehearsed,	it	had	to	happen.		And	it	did!			

They’re	all	singing	from	the	same	song	sheet;	the	

words	are	recorded	in	verse	12.		It	goes	like	this	…		

It’s	the	kind	of	song	you	could	imagine	them	

singing	at	the	last	night	of	the	Proms!	The	chances	



are	this	kind	of	rousing	worship	would	make	some	

Christians	nervous.		You	could	hear	them	for	miles	

around!		Most	of	us	have	been	conditioned	not	to	

make	any	noise	in	the	sanctuary	of	our	churches.		

Or	if	we	do,	it’s	fairly	muffled!			

What	about	waving	palm	branches?		Well,	that’s	

an	activity	most	folk	associate	with	some	kind	of	

religious	ritual	which	takes	place	in	some	

churches	on	Palm	Sunday.		It’s	not	the	done	thing!		

As	far	as	falling	on	your	face	goes,	that	would	only	

happen	if	you	fell	asleep	in	a	prayer	meeting!			

When	we	look	at	what	worship	is	like	in	heaven,	it	

seems	to	me	that	God	intended	it	to	be	a	

stimulating	and	invigorating	experience;	the	fact	

is,	when	the	fire	of	God	is	kindled	in	your	heart,	

there’s	no	point	in	chafing	at	the	bit,	we	can’t	

help	but	be	animated	in	the	presence	of	God.			

I	think	these	victorious	saints	are	a	tremendous	

challenge	to	us.		We	should	see	to	it	that	we	act	in	

such	a	way	that	God	is	praised	by	those	who	

surround	his	throne.		Fanny	Crosby’s	old	song	

complements	it	beautifully:	Blessed	assurance,	

Jesus	is	mine,	O	what	a	foretaste	of	glory	divine,	

heir	of	salvation,	purchase	of	God,	born	of	his	

Spirit,	washed	in	his	blood.	This	is	my	story,	this	is	

my	song,	praising	my	Saviour	all	the	day	long!	

At	the	end	of	the	day	it	goes	back	to	the	words	of	

the	psalm,	Let	everything	that	has	breath,	praise	

the	Lord!		In	one	gigantic	leap	into	the	future,	

John	has	given	us	a	glimpse	of	believers	dancing	in	

the	aisles	of	glory.		Heaven	reverberates	with	the	

sound	of	music!		For	them,	the	misery	of	earth	is	

over,	they’re	in	a	glorious	new	world!		Home	at	

last!			

As	far	as	the	angels	are	concerned,	we’re	told	in	

Luke	15	that	they	rejoice	over	one	sinner	who	is	

saved;	imagine	what	they	will	do	when	all	these	

saints	come	marching	in!		That’s	why	they	sing	

praises	to	our	God.	

The	ascription	of	praise	begins	and	ends	with	a	

hearty	amen!		It’s	a	word	of	affirmation;	it	means	

it’s	real,	it’s	right!		It	sharpens	our	focus	of	Jesus.		

They’re	saying	‘yes	Lord’	after	every	line!		When	

you	look	at	the	jam	in	the	‘amen’	sandwich	there	

are	seven	characteristics:	we	have	praise	and	

glory,	wisdom	and		thanks,	honour	and	power,	

and	the	last	one	is	strength;	this	indicates	the	

fulness	of	worship	that	he	deserves,	that’s	where	

the	number	seven	comes	into	the	equation.			

Did	you	see	what	happens	next?		We	read	in	verse	

13	that	one	of	the	elders	comes	across	to	John	

and	asks	him	a	double	barrelled	question	and	at	

the	same	time	he’s	pointing	his	finger	at	the	

crowd	assembled	before	the	throne.		He	says	…		

John’s	response	in	verse	14	is	a	brief	one,	it’s	a	

straightforward	…	that’s	when	the	elder	tells	him	

exactly	who	they	are!	

It	seems	to	me	that	the	closing	three	verses	fill	in	

the	blanks	in	our	mind	about	heaven.		These	

verses	are	some	of	the	most	exquisite	in	all	of	

Scripture.		Yes,	we	all	know	that	heaven	is	a	

wonderful	place,	no	doubts	about	that;	but	what’s	

it	really	going	to	be	like	when	we	get	there?		I’ll	

tell	you	one	thing,	you’ll	not	be	disappointed!		In	

this	trio	of	verses,	we	have	three	remarkable	

insights	into	heaven.			

One,	verse	15a	it	will	be	a	life	of	unwearied	

service;	two,	verses	15b-16	it	will	be	a	life	of	



unbounded	security;	three,	it	will	be	a	life	of	

unblemished	satisfaction.			

Hey	folks,	you	can’t	beat	that,	you	can’t	improve	

on	that!	Let’s	unpack	the	sublime	truths	we	have	

in	this	paragraph	and	we	start	with	the	opening	

phrase	in	verse	15	…		The	matchless	blessing	

afforded	these	believers	is	that	they	find	

themselves	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord.		They	

can’t	get	much	nearer,	they’re	as	close	as	that!			

They	are	before	the	throne	and	that’s	always	seen	

as	a	position	of	prominence	and	honour.		The	

throne	is	the	centre-piece	of	heaven,	the	focal	

point;	the	thought	here	is	that	their	lives	will	be	

lived	in	relation	to	it	and	the	one	who	sits	upon	it.		

I	think	the	preposition	before	is	extremely	

significant.		It	speaks	of	full	and	intimate	

fellowship,	with	no	sense	for	us	of	being	at	a	

distance	from	God,	even	in	that	innumerable	

company.			

Another	special	privilege	is	extended	to	them	–	

they	will	not	only	see	the	Lord,	they	will	also	serve	

him	day	and	night.		Heaven	isn’t	only	a	place	of	

rest	from	earthly	labour	and	struggling	with	the	

hassles	and	problems	of	this	life,	it’s	also	a	place	

where	a	varied	ministry	can	be	effectively	carried	

on.		We	will	not	be	whiling	the	hours	away	

twiddling	our	thumbs,	we’ll	not	be	sitting	all	day	

on	fluffy	clouds	strumming	a	harp,	no;	it	seems	

from	reading	between	the	lines,	we’re	going	to	be	

busy!			

Isn’t	it	thrilling	to	realise,	when	we	reach	that	far	

better	land,	we’ll	walk	constantly	in	the	Lord’s	

presence,	there’ll	be	uninterrupted	communion,	

we’ll	serve	him	without	any	signs	of	weariness,	

staleness,	or	weakness.		We	shall	never	before	

have	been	so	deliriously	happy	in	any	

employment.		It	is	service	with	a	smile	on	our	lips,	

and	service	with	a	song	in	our	hearts!			

But	there’s	more,	for	we	read	at	the	end	of	verse	

15	that	…	What	a	beautiful	analogy,	we’re	

covered	by	God’s	tent.		We	know	God’s	broadest	

protection.		These	words	are	quoted	from	the	

promise	God	gave	his	people	in	Isaiah	49:10	and	

Psalm	121.		He	provides	a	canopy	for	them	in	

heaven.		What	a	stunning	picture	of	the	

enjoyment	of	the	warmth	of	God’s	love	and	the	

sheer	delights	of	his	near	presence.		We	are	

enveloped	in	a	place	which	is	close	to	his	heart;	

we	are	wrapped	around	with	an	overwhelming	

sense	of	his	presence.		That	means	they	have	

nothing	to	fear,	there	is	nothing	for	them	to	

dread.			

Down	here	there	is	so	much	tension,	stress	and	

strain,	so	much	aggro,	and	when	we	put	it	all	into	

the	melting	pot	it	breeds	a	high	level	of	insecurity	

in	the	heart	and	mind,	the	unassailable	fact	is:	

over	there	nothing	and	no	one	can	harm	us.	

Thank	God,	we	are	untouchable!		And,	praise	God,	

we’re	unreachable	as	well!		As	the	old	song	says,	

‘they’re	safe	for	evermore	on	heaven’s	golden	

shore!’			

We	can’t	help	but	marvel	at	the	contrast	between	

life	down	here	and	life	over	there	for	we	read	in	

verse	16	…		Bearing	in	mind	what	these	folks	came	

through,	these	words	take	on	a	new	meaning.		

Deprivation.		Denied	the	essentials	of	life.		Many	a	

day	they	were	forced	to	go	without	a	decent	

meal,	many	a	night	they	went	to	bed	on	an	empty	



stomach,	all	because	they	were	marching	to	the	

beat	of	a	different	drum.		Tough.		Not	easy.			

In	heaven	it’s	a	thing	of	the	past,	there’ll	be	no	

lack	in	God’s	provision.		It’s	a	banqueting	house	

we’re	summoned	to.		He’ll	meet	our	every	need.		

There	will	never	be	any	sense	of	something	

missing.		We	shall	have	everything	we	desire	and	

desire	everything	we	have.			

There’s	another	side	to	this	coin	for	we	read	at	

the	end	of	verse	16	…		This	little	phrase	reminds	

us	that	in	heaven	the	forces	of	nature	will	not	

mitigate	against	us,	the	sun	is	a	bonus	to	many	of	

us,	it’s	something	we	can	really	enjoy,	but	you	can	

get	too	much	of	a	good	thing,	that’s	when	the	

problems	start!			

Down	here	these	folks	were	subjected	to	the	

elements	of	nature,	they	had	been	exposed	to	the	

extremes	of	heat	and	cold,	light	and	dark.		We	

won’t	need	the	sun	for	the	glory	of	the	exalted	

Lord	will	shine	upon	us,	yet	even	that	will	not	

consume	us	in	its	heat	or	blind	us	in	its	dazzling	

power.			

We	come	to	the	climax	in	verse	17a	…		Truly	

remarkable,	we	will	be	shepherded	by	the	Lamb.		

We	have	a	dual	picture	here	–	Jesus	Christ	is	both	

the	Lamb	and	the	Shepherd!		As	the	Lamb	of	God	

who	gave	his	life	for	us	at	Calvary,	he	bought	us	

with	his	precious	blood.		As	the	Shepherd	who	

supplies	our	every	need,	he’ll	look	after	us	in	

every	way	imaginable.		Our	happiness,	our	

welfare,	are	his	big	concern.			

This	is	highlighted	in	the	next	phrase	which	tells	

us	that	…	Isn’t	that	tremendous!		Water	in	the	

Bible	is	often	a	symbol	of	salvation	and	eternal	

life,	you	find	that	truth	echoed	in	the	words	of	

Jesus	when	he	spoke	to	the	woman	at	Jacob’s	well	

in	John	4.		But	here	he	leads	us	to	the	fountain	

head,	he	reminds	us	that	in	heaven	we	shall	be	at	

the	very	source	and	focus	of	spiritual	life	and	

blessing.		Here	is	life	in	abundant	fulness.			

The	last	sentence	is	one	that	God’s	people	have	

valued	and	appreciated	so	much	down	the	years,	

it’s	one	you	often	hear	read	at	a	funeral	or	in	a	

situation	where	people	are	passing	through	some	

kind	of	devastating	and	traumatic	experience.		He	

rounds	the	chapter	off	by	saying	...		That’s	great	

news!		Here	on	earth	our	joys	are	often	tempered	

by	our	many	sorrows,	we’re	no	strangers	to	the	

vale	of	tears,	but	‘tears	will	never	stain	the	streets	

of	heaven.’		Did	you	see	what	he	does?		He	wipes	

them	away!		They’re	gone!		You	see,	his	is	a	

ministry	of	tenderness	and	comfort;	so	far	as	he	is	

concerned	the	past	is	put	behind	us,	and	when	we	

arrive	in	heaven,	it’s	to	a	brand	new	future	where	

burdens	are	no	more!			

The	saints	in	glory	will	be	occupied	with	the	

beauty	and	wonder	of	heaven	and	the	worship	of	

their	Saviour.		We	are	enthralled	with	Jesus.		We’ll	

be	taken	up	with	him	and	taken	in	with	him.		

Thank	God,	because	the	tears	are	gone,	our	vision	

of	Jesus	will	be	unblurred!			

The	hymn-writer	captured	the	emotion	of	the	

moment	well	when	he	penned:	‘Face	to	face	with	

Christ	my	Saviour,	face	to	face	what	will	it	be?		

When	with	rapture	I	behold	him,	Jesus	Christ	who	

died	for	me!’		When	we	think	of	what	lies	ahead	

of	us,	it	seems	to	me	the	best	take-home	message	



you	can	have	this	evening	is	this:	the	best	is	yet	to	

come!	


