
The divine ‘afterward’ ... Joel 2:28-3:21

We're in the wee book of Joel for our study this 
afternoon - it’s number 2 of the 12 so-called 

Minor Prophets, coming right after the book of 
Hosea. I think it’s a fascinating book for Joel 

gives us a comprehensive overview of God’s 
prophetic agenda for Israel, and he does it in the 

space of 3 chapters, 73 verses - something you 
could easily read in 10-15 minutes. 

It’s a book which bears its author’s name - Joel - 
which actually means, ‘Jehovah is God … the 

Lord is God.’ That name could be seen as an 
affirmation of his parent’s faith in the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. We don’t know much 
about the writer, apart from the fact that his father 

was called Pethuel (1:1). The chances are he 
came from Judah and lived in Jerusalem.

It’s a small book with a lot to say - he is a minor 
prophet with a major message; he’s on top of his 

game as he speaks directly to the situation in his 
day. That’s what prophets do! He tells forth the 

word of God. He also foretells for he looks into 
the future where he has a lot to say about what 

he calls “the Day of the Lord” and the pressing 
need for God’s people to be prepared! 

That’s his signature tune; it’s like a drumbeat of 
doom, a sound of rolling thunder, you hear it over 

and over again. Look carefully and you’ll discover 
that the narrative goes from a localised tidal wave 

to a global tsunami that is unstoppable. That said, 
the book ends on a high note where blessing is 

promised to God’s ancient people - and where we 

have, in the very last sentence in 3:21, a glorious 
declaration that ‘the Lord dwells in Zion!’  

His language is colourful and it certainly brightens 
up the pages of Scripture - it abounds with figures 

of speech. For example, in chapters 1-2, locusts 
are depicted as a nation, as an army, and as a 

people. They have teeth like lions and fangs like 
lionesses. They appear as war horses, and they 

speed like chariots, and they scale walls like 
soldiers. There’s more, but you can tease them 

out for yourself!
We catch awesome glimpses of the purposes of 

God being revealed - for example, there’s a 
catchphrase that pops up in 2:27, and again in 

3:17, where we read: ‘Then you will know that I 
am the Lord your God …’ 

It all makes a lot more sense when we see 
events on earth and in our lives from the vantage 

point of the throne of God. There’s no need for 
God to explain himself, he doesn’t have to give 

us a reason why he does, or why he doesn’t, do 
this or that; whatever happens in this life and in 

this world, the thumbprint of God is stamped all 
over it. If these folks didn’t put two and two 

together before, it will be crystal clear now - that’s 
why the prophet says: ’then you will know …’ 

Our eternal God is seated on a higher throne, 
he’s the Mastermind who runs the entire show 

from beginning to end. It may seem chaotic on 
the ground; it may appear a bit confusing to you 

and me; and, at times, a tad overwhelming, but 



God does what he does because he is who he is 
- he is the Sovereign Lord. 

Basically, as the One who rules and reigns, he 
calls all the shots - he has the final say, the last 

word - he adds a fullstop to every sentence he 
writes. The purposes of God cannot be thwarted 

by anyone or anything. So, in that sense, God is 
unique and unrivalled, he is incomparable - put it 

like this: in a world of tiny little gods, he is God! 
He alone is God. He is God alone!

Before we unpack the teaching in the book of 
Joel, let me show you something else - we are 

brought face to face with the character of God, 
we see his attributes. For example, in the space 

of three verses, we meet one who reaches out to 
people who’ve blown it big time, who’ve messed 

up so badly - his heart is filled with passion as he 
pleads for them to get back on the right track and 

worship only him (see 2:12-13a).
He’s a God who specialises in relationships as it 

speaks of him as ‘your God’ in 2:13 … he is one 
who is ‘gracious and compassionate’ in 2:13 - it’s 

tough love, but all that he does to them and for 
them flows from a tender heart. 

He’s also ‘slow to anger and abounding in love’ - 
here is one who doesn’t lose it, one who is in full 

control of his emotions at all times, one who has 
no desire to retaliate, who doesn’t wreak revenge 

on his chosen people just for the sake of it … he 
also excels in love - his kindness is legendary, it 

is extravagant, truly extraordinary … he has a big 
expansive heart for, as we read in 2:14, ‘Who 

knows? He may turn and have pity and leave 
behind a blessing …’ Wow! Isn’t that so typical of 

our God? Even in your life and mine, he’s a God 
of beautiful surprises! For me, that is why God’s 

grace is so incredibly amazing. 
I mentioned earlier that Joel focuses on the Day 

of the Lord - he refers to three important events, 
each of which he has labelled in this way. First, 

he sees the plague of locusts as an immediate 
day of the Lord in 1:1-20 - the outcome of this 

insect invasion was catastrophic, the people were 
left with nothing, they were ravaged; it’s a grim 

scene of total wipeout, utter devastation and 
destruction. It was a wakeup call to the nation to 

get right with God. 
God didn’t have to send great military battalions 

to Judah to bring the people to their knees. All he 
needed was a swarm of little locusts, and they did 

the job on his behalf. You see, he is the Creator, 
he is the Lord of hosts - he has his finger on the 

pulse. As R C Sproul noted: “God owns what he 
makes and he rules what he owns.” In verse 15, 

he is the ‘Almighty’ God, he is El Shaddai, and 
none can stay his powerful hand!  

… then, secondly, he sees the invasion of Judah 
by Assyria in 701BC as an imminent day of the 

Lord, we read about that in 2:1-27. This all took 
place during the reign of King Hezekiah (Isaiah 

36-37). God works in strange ways, doesn’t he! 
And that’s what he’s doing right here ... in this 

instance, he is using a godless heathen nation to 
accomplish his purposes on earth (see verse 11). 

He did it before with Cyrus. That’s what we call 
the ‘divine prerogative’ - God can do whatever 

God wants to do! As we read elsewhere in Psalm 



76:10, he causes even the wrath of man to praise 
him. 

In Joel’s day, this event was looming just around 
the corner, as it were - for you and me, it’s water 

under the bridge. It’s a classic case of prophecy 
fulfilled. That’s why we read what we do in 2:21, 

here’s the verdict of a people who’ve repented 
and returned to the Lord: ‘Be not afraid O land; 

be glad and rejoice. Surely the Lord has done 
great things’ ... we join all the dots and link it in 

with Psalm 126:3 … it sums it up so well as the 
people acknowledged: ‘The Lord has done great 

things for us, and we are filled with joy.’ 
Growing up in N Ireland, I often heard people 

quoting verse 25 in a prayer meeting - usually 
when they were thinking about people who once 

ran well but, then, for some reason, they ran out 
of steam in their walk with the Lord - people who 

have backslidden … God says: ‘I will repay you 
for the years the locusts have eaten …’

We don’t need to live with regrets of failure from 
the past. Our God specialises in restoration - he 

restores the years that the locust has eaten. He 
gives you back everything that you have lost, and 

still some - that’s what verses 26-27 highlight.
When God brings you back to himself and you’re 

renewed and rejuvenated, you will do four things: 
one, you will be satisfied with his blessings 

(26a) - ‘you will have plenty to eat, until you are 
full’ … two, you will praise the name of the 

Lord who has done miraculous things in your 
life (26b) - ‘you will praise the name of the Lord 

your God, who has worked wonders for you’ …

Three, you will have an intimate knowledge of 
the Lord as one who is always with you (27a) - 

‘you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the 
Lord your God, and that there is no other’ … four, 

you will never again hang your head in shame 
- he says it two times (it’s so important) in 26c & 

27b - ‘never again will my people be shamed.’
To round it off, he sees the final judgment of the 

world as the ultimate day of the Lord, we suss 
that from 2:28 through to the end of chapter 3. 

That section begins with what I have called, the 
divine afterward, for we read: ‘And afterward, I 

will pour out my Spirit on all people.’ 
When we talk about the day of the Lord, the big 

question is, what do we mean? It’s mentioned at 
least 18 times in the Old Testament by no lesser 

giants than Isaiah and Ezekiel - and, aside from 
our friend Joel, the prophets Amos, Obadiah, 

Zephaniah and Malachi all add their take on it. 
No wonder he says, in 2:1-2, ‘Blow the trumpet in 

Zion, sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who 
live in the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is 

coming … a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 
clouds and blackness.’  Then and now, dark days 

are ahead; the clock is ticking down, storm clouds 
are gathering on the horizon.

When we fast forward into the New Testament, 
it’s mentioned four times ... Paul does it in 1-2 

Thessalonians, and Peter in 2 Peter 3 and Acts 2.
The future day of the Lord refers to the direct 

intervention of God in the affairs of men - it all 
happens when the church is taken out of this 

world, when the Lord returns to the air for his 
bride - read all about it in 1 Thessalonians 4:13f. 



The period of seven years tribulation that follows 
is an integral part of the Day of the Lord … 

Jeremiah 30 refers to it as ‘the time of Jacob’s 
trouble’, it ties in with Daniel’s Seventieth Week in 

chapter 9 of his book - it’s ‘the day of vengeance 
of our God’ in Isaiah 61 - it’s ‘the day of wrath of 

the Lamb’ in Revelation 6. Spine chilling, blood 
curdling - read all about it in the centre chapters 

of Revelation!
I hope by now you’ve got a real feel for the book! 

It’s time to lift the lid on these amazing verses at 
the end of chapter 2, and on into chapter 3. See 

what Joel does - he describes a trio of events 
which relate to what he calls in 2:31, ‘the great 

and terrible day of the Lord.’ He tells us what will 
happen before that day, during that day, and 

after that day.
(1) Before that day - the Spirit is poured out … 

we see that in 2:28-32.
And here’s the divine afterward in verse 28 … the 

question is, after what? Well, it’s after all that he 
described up the page in verses 18-27 - that was 

when the Lord graciously healed the nation after 
the Assyrian invasion.

However, it’s important to realise, ‘afterward’ 
doesn’t always mean right away! There’s a time 

lapse of many years before this happened - we 
read about it in Acts 2. Yes, it was quite a while 

before the Holy Spirit was poured out …
Acts 2 zooms in on the Day of Pentecost - the 

day when the Spirit came and the church was 
born! It heralded the dawning of a new era - the 

age of the Spirit. Pentecost is an unrepeatable 
event - hugely significant - and, in one sense, a 

partial fulfilment of the words of Joel. That said, it 
was a foretaste of something bigger and better in 

a day to come, in a golden age, in the millennium 
- he anticipates, as Moses did before him, days of 

heaven on earth. 
Peter latched on to that in his famous sermon 

when he linked the two in verse 17, we read: ‘In 
the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit 

on all people.’ So far as Peter was concerned, the 
‘last days’ is that period of time from the first 

coming of Christ up to his second coming in 
power and in great glory. It’s the divine afterward! 

The cosmic events we read of in Joel 2:30-31 
have not happened yet - these are earth moving, 

they are cataclysmic in every sense … these all 
take place during the terrible time of Tribulation; 

they are the curtain-raiser to the second advent 
of King Jesus … you can read all about them in 

Revelation 6-19 and also in the Olivet Discourse 
in Matthew 24 … it’s quite a read, so be warned! 

Best not to do it last thing at night. It’s bad!
And that’s why Joel and Peter both remind us 

that ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved’ (32) - Jesus saves, then and now!

(2) During that day - judgment is poured out 
… we see that in 3:1-16.

These verses remind us that God always has the 
final say in the affairs of man and nation - the 

telltale phrase is found in verse 1, where we are 
told that God will ‘restore the fortunes of Judah 

and Jerusalem.’ 
In his time, God will deal justly with the Gentile 

nations who have dealt so brutally and ruthlessly 
with Israel and the Jewish people - they will get 



their comeuppance. The fact is, Israel has few 
friends in the world, her enemies are everywhere 

- but, in a day to come, the criteria for judgment is 
how she has been treated by them.

There are three mega important announcments in 
this section where we can hear the sabres rattling 

- I will highlight them for you one by one and you 
can reflect on them at your leisure. 

The first section goes from verses 1-8, where the 
unambigious message is: ‘Nations, prepare for 

judgment!’ The Valley of Jehoshaphat in verses 
2 and 12 is the valley of decision in verse 14, it’s 

where countless multitudes are gathered. 
Joel lists some of the sins that the Gentiles have 

committed against the Jewish people - not an 
exhaustive list, by any means - but it’s serious! I 

think it’s worth noting in passing that God refers 
to the Jews as ‘my people’ and to the land as ‘my 

land’ (verse 2). 
The second section runs from verse 9 down to 

verse 15, where the clear message is: ‘Nations, 
prepare for war!’ These verses refer to what we 

know as Armageddon. That’s when the armies of 
the nations join forces against the Lord Jesus 

(you can read more in Psalm 2, Zechariah 12-14, 
and Revelation 16). 

It’s scary - see some of the sky signs in verse 15 
when ‘the sun and moon will be darkened, and 

the stars no longer shine’ - Jesus talked about 
these in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 … in 

one sense, this is the conflict of the ages, it’s the 
big one that we often hear about! But the winner 

is none other than the all conquering Lord Jesus 
Christ … the Lion of Judah wins!

The third section is found in verse 16, where the 
upbeat message from the throne of God is: 

‘Nations, prepare for defeat!’ Our God wins the 
day! You see, defeat was never on the cards for 

him. Never! He routs the enemy. He overcomes. 
He is victorious, and he teaches them a salutary 

lesson! To quote the preacher man, Joel: ‘The 
Lord will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold 

for the people of Israel.’ 
(3) After that day - blessing is poured out … 

we see that in 3:17-21.
These verses have the wow factor, don’t they! 

Everything will change when the King comes 
back and begins his millennial reign … so much 

is scheduled to happen in that golden age that 
Joel does no more than whet our appetite. Four 

things worth a mention:
One, a holy city (17) … Mount Zion is near and 

dear to the hearts of Jewish people - the temple 
was there, the glory of God was there, the city of 

God was there, and so much more. Over time, it 
all went pear-shaped, Ezekiel tells us that … but 

in a day to come, he will restore Zion and 
Jerusalem will be known as a ‘holy’ city. She will 

be safe, secure, because the Lord is in the midst. 
Two, a restored land (18-19) … we’re talking 

here about prosperity, a flourishing economy, a 
land renowned for its fruitfulness, an Eden of 

abundance and delight; that’s in stark contrast to 
Egypt and Edom just over the border - they are 

marked by dereliction and desolation. 
Three, a cleansed people (20-21a) … there’s no 

point in having a land full of good things if it’s 
populated by bad people! God will cleanse his 



people, they will see Jesus and turn back to him, 
we read about that in Zechariah 13:1 and Ezekiel 

36. A new heart … a new birth … a new people 
for the Land.

Four, a glorious King (21b) … what a wonderful 
way to close a book, ‘the Lord dwells in Zion!’ It 

ends with an exclamation mark, and rightly so. It 
all began with tragedy and the invasion of the 

lethal locusts, it ends with triumph and the reign 
of the King of kings and Lord of lords.

In that day, to quote John from the Apocalypse: 
‘The kingdom of the world [will] become the 

kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will 
reign for ever and ever’ (11:15). We often pray, 

‘thy kingdom come’ (Matthew 6:10) - that 3-word 
prayer will be wonderfully answered, there and 

then. God keeps every one of his promises! 
I love these precious words penned by Francis 

Ridley Havergal: O the joy to see thee reigning, 
Thee, my own beloved Lord: Every tongue thy 

name confessing, Worship, honour, glory, 
blessing, Brought to thee with glad accord, Thee 

my master and my friend, Vindicated and 
enthroned, unto earth’s remotest end, Glorified, 

adored and owned.
Maybe we need to say this afternoon, with John 

on Patmos … ‘Even so, come, Lord Jesus!’


