
John 17:20-26 

We’re looking at the final part of John 17 this 

evening in the prayer that Jesus prayed. This is 
the Lord’s prayer, pure and simple. It has been 

acclaimed as the greatest prayer ever offered. 
Bishop J C Ryle said of it: ‘There is none other 

like it, it stands alone.’  
Here we see the Lord Jesus, down on his knees, 

in that upper room, in front of his own disciples, 
pouring out his heart to his Father – he speaks of 

Abba as one who is holy and righteous … it’s a 
few hours before Calvary … and he prays … not 

for a city, not for a nation, but for his global family. 
He is interceding before the Father on behalf of 

his own.
This conversation divides neatly into three parts – 

in verses 1-5, Jesus is praying for himself; then, 
in verses 6-19, he is praying for his disciples; 

and, right here, in verses 20-26, he is praying for 
the whole church, for people like you and me who 

know him and love him! 
We read these words and our hearts melt in his 

presence - he outlined four wonderful privileges 
we have as his people: one, we share his life 

(1-5); two, we know his name (6-12); three, we 
have his word (13-19); four, we share his glory 

(20-26).
Just before we unpack these verses, let me say 

this … these words show us the reason why we 
do mission. This is what drives us on, this is what 

motivates us, this is why we take the gospel to 
the ends of the earth - like Jesus, we do it for the 

honour of his name, because we want God to be 

glorified!
The question is: why study this prayer? Well, 

there are at least two reasons – number one, it 
reveals Christ’s work for us today … right now, in 

heaven, at that higher throne, Jesus intercedes 
for us, he is representing our interests before the 

Father. He is there as our advocate, as our Great 
High Priest …

Number two, it reveals Christ’s perfect will for us 
… there are four items on his agenda for your life 

and mine – four burdens on his heart … one, that 
Jesus might be glorified (1); two, that Christians 

might be sanctified (11, 15); three, that the church 
might be unified (21-23); and, four, that the world 

might be evangelised (18).
For us, today, this is a game of two halves – first 

of all, we’ll look at verses 20-23, that’s where 
Jesus prayed that they would be united in the 

truth; then we’ll shine the spotlight on verses 
24-26, where he prayed that they would be 

reunited with him in glory.
There are four points worth noting: number one, 

unity is something Jesus activated … that’s 
seen in verse 20. Have a look and see those for 

whom he is praying – it’s not for those who are 
with him in Jerusalem – he’s prayed for them 

already in verses 6-19 … we read: ‘my prayer is 
not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 

believe in me through their message.’
Right here, Jesus is looking ahead into the future 



and he’s praying for all those who will come to 

faith in him – that’s people like you and me! 
Amazing, isn’t it. When Jesus prayed this, we 

hadn’t been born – but we were on his heart – in 
fact, he knows each one as their names have 

been written in his book from eternity past.
He says that they would ‘believe in [him]’ – there 

is no other way. Salvation comes through faith 
alone, in Christ alone. That’s it! AND the means 

that he uses is ‘their message,’ that is, the Word 
of God. An echo of Romans 10:17 (NLT): ‘Faith 

comes from listening to this message of good 
news—the Good News about Christ.’    

This is so thrilling for it reminds us that the 
mission of Jesus was destined to be fruitful – 

from Day One, it would be successful … and, 
thank God, it has lived up to his expectation. 

Today, on a global scale, there are tens of 
millions of ordinary folks who are part of an 

international community of believers. And, in that 
final day, around the throne, there is too great a 

number for them to be counted …! Wow!
Number two: unity is something he asked for 

… and that is seen in verse 21a, where we read 
that he prayed: ‘that all of them may be one.’ 

Right here, we’re reminded that we are not all the 
same, yet we are all one. There is one body and 

we are members of it!  
This has nothing to do with denominations – 

nothing to do with churches or organisations or 
any other label … it has everything to do with the 

power of the gospel that brings people together 
who, outside of Jesus Christ, have nothing in 

common. In a sense, that’s what makes God’s 

grace so amazing!

We are united in spiritual life and united in 
purpose – we share the same mission, proclaim 

the same gospel, and reflect the same holiness. 
Paul teases that out in Ephesians 4 when he 

outlines seven features of our unity and they all 
begin with the word ‘one.’

This all began on the Day of Pentecost with the 
birth of the church – it was sudden, it was 

sovereign, it was supernatural … we were united 
by the Spirit of God into the body of Christ – read 

all about it in Acts 2:4 and 1 Corinthians 12:13.
The third point is highlighted in the middle of 

verse 21 through to the first part of verse 23 … 
unity is something he accentuated. The unity 

Jesus prayed for is a mirror image of the unity 
which he has with the Father, he represented it – 

we read: ‘that all of them may be one, Father, just 
as you are in me and I am in you.’  

These words give us an insight into what he 
wants to see in our relationships with one 

another. There are five features, a handful of 
characteristics, that he has with his Father and 

which we are called to imitate.
First, the Father and the Son are united in motive 

– they are equally committed to the glory of God. 
You can see that in verse 1, ‘Father, the time has 

come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you.’ In other words, in life, and in death, God’s 

name and honour were magnified. This was his 
all-consuming passion … it should, too, be ours – 

Paul said: ‘whatever you do, do it all for the glory 
of God’ (1 Corinthians 10:31).

Second, the Father and the Son are united in 



mission – they share the common goal of 

redeeming sinners and granting them eternal life. 
We see that in verses 2-4 and again in verse 6 … 

likewise, this should be the goal of every believer 
– we are to share our faith with others in today’s 

world.  
Third, the Father and the Son are united in truth. 

We see that in verses 8 and 14 … this is what we 
are called to do as believers – we proclaim it, we 

declare it, we live in the light of it … as followers 
of the Lord, it is essential that we are anchored to 

the Word.
Fourth, the Father and the Son are united in 

holiness. Jesus speaks of God as ‘holy Father’ in 
verse 11. The angels sing it before the throne in 

Isaiah 6, the vast unnumbered multitude shout it 
in Revelation 4 – the challenge for us today is to 

‘be holy, even as he is holy.’
Finally, the Father and the Son are united in love. 

We see that in verse 24 – this was affirmed at his 
baptism when the Father spoke of him as his 

beloved Son. So it is in our lives – love is the glue 
that binds each one of us together in the family of 

God (see Colossians 3:14) – it is that love for one 
another that challenges the world to think about 

Jesus, this is the badge we wear on the lapel of 
our lives, as in John 13:34-35.  

When you and I buy into each of these 
characteristics, it means that the glory of God will 

not be tarnished in our lives – he will shine 
through us in splendor and beauty – yes, people 

will then be attracted to Jesus.  
Number four focuses on unity is something the 

world acknowledges – we read in John 17:21c 

and 23b these words: ‘… so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me … to let the world 
know that you sent me and have loved them even 

as you have loved me.’ That’s the result of unity!  
When you and I are united, it gives the thumbs up 

to two mega important realities – one, it gives 
evidence to the world that the Father sent the 

Son. The story of salvation was his bright idea in 
the first place – and it cost him everything. He 

sent Jesus, his one and only Son, into this world 
to pluck us from the clutches of the enemy – the 

church’s unity is the foundation of its evangelism; 
this is what shows to a cynical world that Jesus is 

the Saviour who transforms lives.
And, two, it also authenticates the Father’s love 

for all believers – when the man on the street 
sees your love for one another, he sits up and 

takes notice; it proves to him that the Father has 
loved you and me and that is why we are able to 

enjoy each other in the family of God.  
I said at the very beginning that this study was a 

game of two halves – the whistle blows now for 
the start of the second half! We are unpacking 

the truths in verse 24 to verse 26 … Jesus prays 
that we would one day be reunited in glory. He 

shines the main beam on the future, he wants us 
to be homesick for heaven. When all is said and 

done, everything that is precious to us is there!
The Father is there – many of our fellow believers 

are there, and some of our family are there too – 
our names are recorded there – our citizenship is 

there – our inheritance is there – our holiness is 
there – our eternal reward is there … and maybe, 

most important of all, our Saviour is there! And at 



this point, he’s preparing a place for us for when 

we go there too …!
There are three strands woven into these verses 

– one, the unsurpassed blessing of future 
glory … that’s in the first half of verse 24, where 

we read: ‘Father, I want those you have given me 
to be with me where I am.’ To me, this prayer is 

answered every time a believer is called home … 
for to be absent from the body is to be present 

with the Lord! 
Can you get your head around that? I can’t! To 

think that Jesus wants me to be with him in 
heaven leaves me overwhelmed and humbled 

and so very thankful. That’s matchless grace, 
marvelous grace, magnificent grace … sure, I 

want to be with him … but his desire is for me to 
be with him!

See how he describes us … we are those who 
have been given to him by the Father! That’s why 

we are so special to the Lord Jesus – we are a 
love-gift to him from his Father. We are his bride. 

We are loved by him and he continues to lavish 
his affection on us day by day.

In fact, so awesome is his love, that he wants us 
to spend eternity in his company – that’s what 

makes heaven so very special – it’s not the 
pearly gates or the street of gold, it’s the fact that 

Jesus is there. That’s the cherry on the cake! 
‘With the Lord’ for ever and ever …!

The second strand is the unrivalled bonus of 
future glory – we see that at the end of verse 24, 

where we read: ‘to see my glory, the glory you 
have given me …’ At his incarnation, we saw his 

glory (John 1:14), but that was veiled in his flesh 

(Philippians 2:5-8). When we get to heaven, we 

will see him, says John, ‘as he is,’ not as he was 
… in all the fullness of his glory!

Over there, we will see it and we will share it … 
we will even sing about it in Revelation 5:12-13. 

For eternity, you and I will behold his glory - we 
will bask in its light and feel secure in his love.

The third strand is the unspeakable bliss of 
future glory – we are reminded of that in verses 

25 and 26. You will see that Jesus speaks here of 
his Father as ‘righteous’ – he is righteous in all 

that he does. This reminds us of his total 
confidence in his Father to deliver the goods, to 

answer his prayer.
He rounds off his impassioned appeal when he 

longs for us to know something of the love that 
the Father shows to him … that’s a love that is 

unsurpassed, it is a love that cannot love us any 
more than it does now and it certainly will never 

love us any less. The song says: Jesus loves me 
this I know … for you and me, it is so true!

So, at the end of this the greatest prayer ever 
prayed, let me give you a summary of all that 

Jesus requested on our behalf. One, he prayed 
for our preservation in verse 11, ‘Holy Father, 

protect them by the power of your name.’
Two, he prayed for our jubilation in verse 13, ‘so 

that they may have the full measure of my joy in 
them.’ Three, he prayed for our liberation in verse 

15, ‘that you protect them from the evil one.’ Four, 
he prayed for our sanctification in verse 17, 

‘sanctify them by the truth, your word is truth.’
Five, he prayed for our unification in verse 21, 

‘that all of them may be one.’ Six, he prayed for 



our company in verse 24, ‘Father, I want those 

you have given me to be with me where I am.’ 
And, seven, he prayed for our glorification in 

verse 24, where they can ‘see my glory.’ 
That’s the prayer that Jesus prayed … for you 

and me, we can say a hearty ‘AMEN’ at the end 
of it. He prayed for us back then; as our Great 

High Priest, he’s praying for us right now; he will 
be praying for us tomorrow … one day, all his 

prayers will be answered in your life and mine!


