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Nehemiah 9:1-38         ‘Ten things you’ve always wanted to know about God!’ 

 

Small man.  Big God.  That’s the overall theme of the 

book of Nehemiah.  He’s an ordinary man with an 

extraordinary God; an average man with an awesome 

God.  It thrills me to realise that God uses little people 

– people like you and me!   

And when we work in tandem with him, what a 

wonderful experience it is; an odyssey of joy, a journey 

of discovery – we discover more about ourselves, we 

discover more about each other; thankfully, we 

discover more about the Lord.  At the end of a day’s 

work on the building site, our testimony is a hugely 

positive one, the Lord is good!  And God is great! 

One of the finest hymns of the Christian church has to 

be, How Great Thou Art.  In a nutshell, that’s a fitting 

epitaph for this chapter – it says all that needs to be 

said: ‘My God, how great thou art.’  We can say with 

the Psalmist: ‘Great is the Lord and greatly to be 

praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.’  It seems to 

me that’s what revival does to a man, it puts a song in 

his heart, a song to magnify the wonders of his 

unfailing love and sufficient grace. 

We see that in Nehemiah 9, a chapter that is quite an 

eye opener.  As we unpack it, we’ll be amazed at what 

we find – it shows us what made the people tick, it 

shows us the wideness of God’s mercy, it shows us the 

reality of God in their lives.  God means something to 

them, more than he has ever meant before!   

What we have here is the inside story, we can trace the 

chequered history of the people of God – it’s a kind of 

A-Z of Israel.  That said, the main focus isn’t on them, 

it’s on the greatness of God.  We see his splendour and 

majesty, we are bowled over with his stunning beauty 

and the wonder of his ways.  You see, God does what 

he does because he is who he is! 

This chapter is one of three chapter 9s on prayer in the 

Bible.  The other two are Ezra 9 and Daniel 9.  This 

one is the longest, but, O, what a prayer; it’s a brilliant 

mosaic of biblical truth.  The bottom line is that God is 

looking for a holy people who will joyfully serve him, 

people who will march behind the unfurled banner of 

holiness, people who are totally sold out to Jesus 

Christ, people who have servant hearts.  Ordinary 

folks!  You see, the God we meet here is a God who 

restores, a God who redeems, and a God who revives! 

In the first few verses we see the huge impact of God’s 

word on the people – they are aware of their sinfulness 

before a holy God, they are conscious of their identity 

as God’s chosen people, they have an insatiable thirst 

for getting to know God better, they can’t stop praising 

the name of the Lord – they are so enraptured with the 

greatness of God that they spend half their day engaged 

in worship.  These dear people stand in awe of God! 

We don’t have time to look at the prayer in detail, but 

what I will do is give you a breathtaking glimpse of the 

character of God.  In fact, this is what I would call: a 

divine decagon – here are ten things you’ve always 

wanted to know about God. 

Number one, God reveals his nature in verse 5.  God is 

eternal, he is ‘from everlasting to everlasting’.  That’s 

the kind of truth we need to shout from the housetops, 

not whisper at street corners!  He was around before 

Day One; before time began and when time has run its 

course, he will still be there.  There is nothing 

parochial about him – he wasn’t merely the God of 

Israel, he’s the God of the whole world, he’s the one 

who inhabits eternity, whose glory covers the earth.   

What’s the point of it?  It helps us see life from a 

different vantage point – even when we feel hemmed 

in, and our movements are restricted, we see him as the 

God of infinity.  We see events through the lens of 

eternity – there is more to life than the here and now, 

there’s an eternal dimension.  They are not locked into 

the present, there is a future, God has happy plans for 

his people!  In Christ alone, our future is secure. 

Number two, God proclaims his uniqueness in verse 

6a.  We read, ‘you alone are the Lord’.  That tells me 
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he is on his own, he is incomparable, he is staggeringly 

unique, he is a one-off God, none can match him, he is 

unrivalled!   

We live in a multi-faith society, an age of pluralism, a 

kind of pick-n-mix world of faith, well, in such an 

environment, the Lord stands alone and his truth is 

exclusive.  In a world of little gods, our God is God.  

That’s what the devout Jews recited every day, they 

called it the Shema: ‘Hear, O Israel, The Lord our God, 

the Lord is one.’ 

Number three, God displays his power in verse 6b.  It 

tells me that he ‘made the heavens’.  He is the Creator 

God – he’s the one who made it all, and he’s the one 

who keeps it all going.  It underscores what he did 

during those six days in Genesis 1.  To me, this is 

tremendous, it’s an inspirational truth, it gives us 

confidence – our God can do it.  The God who made 

everything out of nothing is the God who can do 

anything – he is the Almighty God, a God for whom 

nothing is too difficult.  The resounding declaration is, 

our God is able.   

It’s interesting to note that he also receives the worship 

of angels – and that’s different to our worship: they 

worship him as Creator, we do so as Creator and 

Saviour, angels have never felt the joy that our 

salvation brings! 

Number four, God keeps his promise in verses 7 and 8.  

There are so many references here to the initiative of 

God, and the activity of God, it’s hard to keep pace 

with them.  Our God always delivers the goods.  When 

God says it, you can be sure he will always do it.  He 

keeps his promises, he’s as good as his word.  As a 

God of utmost integrity, we can rely upon him and 

depend on him, what you see is what you get.   

This is superbly illustrated in the life of father 

Abraham – from him a nation was born; he was on the 

edge of his grave and God worked a miracle.  This God 

chose him and changed him from Abram to Abraham, 

he knew him and he used him – God selects people 

from undistinguished places like Ur to fulfil his plans. 

Number five, God manifests his love in verses 9-12.  

At this point the story leaps across the years from 

Father Abraham to Moses.  It recalls the sheer wonder 

of redemption, there is ample evidence of God’s grace 

and power, God brought them out and led them in!   

See what happens – God chooses the most unlikely 

man to lead his people out of bondage into blessing, a 

shepherd in his 80s!  It tells me that God uses the 

weakest of people, especially those who are haunted by 

early failures.  We are confronted here with a mixture 

of love and power: love saw and power acted.   

You can see what he did as you follow it in the 

narrative: he determined their destiny, he saw their 

appalling suffering, he heard their cries for help, he 

transformed their lives, and he did it all for the sake of 

his name in verse 10.  He said it, he did it, he is a God 

who is true to his name.  He made a way when there 

was no way; because of that, his reputation was intact, 

there were no stains on his character.  He is the ‘I AM’ 

God, the all-powerful God of the now! 

Number six, God unfolds his will in verses 13-15.  We 

read that God ‘came down’ and ‘spoke’ to them, that 

tells me he is the God who communicates with his 

people.  The pagan gods are dead and silent, the living 

God has something to say.   

The Lord met them at the point of their need – he 

lavished his best upon them, he met all their needs.  

His word reflected his character, it was a mirror image 

of his nature; there was no contradiction between who 

he was and what he said – in fact, all he said and did 

was for their blessing and benefit. 

Number seven, God demonstrates his mercy in verses 

16-18.  You know, these folks are just like the rest of 

us, we think we know better; no matter how wonderful 

our God is, we often think we know best!  We’re not as 

loyal as we should be, we’re not as trusting as we 

ought to be!  It’s amazing just how short our memory 

really is, our forgettory is incredibly good – there are 

echoes of that in verse 17.   



 3 

But, our God is the God of the second chance, he 

doesn’t write us off just because we blow it big time.  

Look at Peter, and Jonah, and us!  God’s heart is full of 

tender mercy, it oozes towards us.  The good news is, 

he didn’t slam the door in their face; in fact, he comes 

to our aid, he comes to our rescue.  The reality is, if he 

didn’t, we’d all be doomed! 

Number eight, God shows his generosity in verses 19-

25.  They rejoiced not only in what the Lord had done 

for them, but also for what he didn’t do – he could 

have ditched them, but he didn’t!  He refused to give 

them up as a bad job and let them go, he did not 

withdraw his presence from them and leave them to 

muddle their own way through life, he did not say ‘no’ 

when they came looking for his help; actually, he 

looked after them fantastically well – he met their 

every need.  They had so much and more; maybe like 

them, we need to count our blessings! 

Number nine, God exercises his patience in verses 26-

31.  Much of what is recorded here is spelt out for us in 

the book of Judges, it’s a sad and sorry tale of them 

going round in circles.  They fell out with the Lord, big 

time; they were so cold and indifferent to his word; and 

then, when they realised the stupidity of their way, they 

turned to him – we read that the Lord heard their 

desperate cries (27).   

The Bible says that he rescued them ‘time after time’ – 

isn’t that what trouble often does, it sends us running to 

the Lord, it drives us into the arms of a loving Lord.  A 

bit like the prodigal son in Luke 15.  There are times 

when only sorrow can bring people to their senses.  It 

thrills me to realise, God always left the door off the 

latch for them – a way back to God from the dark paths 

of sin! 

Number ten, God proves his faithfulness in verses 32-

37.  The heartaches of yesterday are replaced with the 

hardship of today, but because of the goodness of God, 

they have a hope for tomorrow!  See what they do?  

They adore his greatness, they are thrilled with his 

immense compassion.   

They have fluctuated in their faith like the proverbial 

yoyo, but God is the same at all times, so they magnify 

his constancy.  They are quick off the mark to 

acknowledge his justice, God is right, he is right first 

time, every time.  He never gets it wrong!  Then they 

recognise his sovereignty.  You see, the Lord allowed 

all these things to happen, he’s a God of gracious 

providence, a God who rules and overrules!   

Finally, they remember his word – that was perhaps 

their greatest sin, they messed up and blew it when it 

came to keeping God’s law.  That’s why they needed a 

revival! 

Here’s the bottom line: God is great.  He is greater than 

all their fears, he is greater than every crisis, he is 

greater than all their problems.  Only a great God, who 

does great things, could relieve such great distress!   

What a wonderful prayer – it makes much of the ability 

of God to deal with all the issues we face in life, it 

exalts the God who has done so much for them.  If it 

hadn’t been for the steadfast faithfulness of God, where 

would they be?  Like them, we’re unworthy, but God is 

loyal and faithful, he stands with us, he stands up for 

us, and he stands by us! 

At the final Amen, the people saw a bigger God than 

they had ever seen before; that’s what we need right 

now, we need a fresh vision, a new vision, an 

expansive vision, an enlarged vision of God.   

A bigger vision of God … see what it does: it 

challenges our irreverence, for he is right and he is 

holy – we can become casual, careless, and 

complacent; such a view of God brings us to book.   

It also banishes our despondency, we let him down but 

he never lets us go!  When we see God as he is it 

overcomes our inadequacy for he is a can-do God.  He 

takes us in our weakness and shapes us into the kind of 

people he wants us to be.   

You see, it’s not the size of the man that matters; the 

question is, how big is your God?  Nehemiah … small 

man.  BIG GOD!   


