
Psalm	67						‘May	the	peoples	praise	you’	

I	love	this	psalm	–	I’ve	never	preached	on	it	before,	

but	it’s	one	of	my	all	9me	favourites.	And,	today,	it’s	a	

really	good	one	to	launch	your	special	missions	month	

-	it	gives	us	a	glimpse	into	the	heart	of	God	-	we	see	

something	of	his	fervent	passion	for	global	worship	

when	the	psalmist	says	2	9mes:	“May	the	peoples	

praise	you,	O	God;	may	all	the	peoples	praise	you.”		

That	is	the	accent	of	this	mission	focused	song	–	the	

middle	stanzas	talk	about	‘all	peoples’	and	‘all	na9ons’	

…	we	see	that	in	verses	2-5.	It	was	John	Piper	who	

said	that	‘the	goal	of	missions	is	the	gladness	of	the	

peoples	in	the	greatness	of	God	…	it	is	to	bring	the	

na9ons	into	the	white-hot	enjoyment	of	God’s	glory.’		

For	me,	mission	is	so	incredibly	exci9ng	because	it’s	

God	doing	what	he	does	best!	It	is	God’s	work	from	

start	to	finish,	from	eternity	to	eternity.	When	it	

comes	to	world	mission,	our	God	doesn’t	have	the	

blinkers	on	-	he	has	a	global	vision,	because	mission	is	

a	universal	enterprise.	

For	you	and	me,	that’s	where	the	rubber	hits	the	road	

-	it	was	John	StoV	who	famously	said:	‘We	must	be	

global	Chris9ans	because	our	God	is	a	global	God.’	

Our	sovereign	Lord	is	the	one	whose	glory	fills	the	

whole	earth	(Isaiah	6:3).	Our	loving	Saviour	is	the	one	

who	died,	not	only	for	our	sins,	but	also	for	the	sins	of	

the	whole	world	(1	John	2:2).	Our	risen,	exalted	King	

is	the	one	with	all	authority	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	

and	who	commands	us	to	make	disciples	of	all	na9ons	

(MaVhew	28:18-19).		

See	what	I	mean	-	mission	goes	far	beyond	where	we	

are	right	now	…	if	we	only	focus	on	our	own	country,	

or	shine	the	torchlight	on	our	own	community	here	in	

Broadstone,	then	we	fall	short	of	giving	God	the	glory	

due	to	his	name.	The	won’t	go	away	fact	is,	the	Lord	

Jesus	is	not	a	local	deity	or	some	kind	of	a	tribal	deity.	

No,	no	…	Jesus	is	Lord	of	all!		

I	think,	above	all	else,	the	greatness	of	his	glory	and	

the	beat	of	his	cosmic	shaped	heart	should	compel	us	

to	declare	the	gospel	in	all	the	earth,	and	especially	in	

places	where	Christ	is	not	yet	named.			

That’s	what	inspired	A	B	Simpson	to	write:	To	the	

regions	beyond,	I	must	go,	I	must	go;	Where	the	story	

has	never	been	told;	To	the	millions	that	never	have	

heard	of	his	love,	I	must	tell	the	sweet	story	of	old.			

Mission	is	a	global	God	-	a	God	of	compassion,	grace,	

and	mercy	-	reaching	out	to	sinful	people	all	around	

the	world,	all	7.7	billion	souls	-	people	of	all	ages	and	

all	cultures,	people	in	every	corner	of	every	con9nent	

…	we	see	that	in	verses	2	and	7.		

Based	on	current	sta9s9cs	(which	I	culled	last	week	

from	the	Joshua	Project	website),	about	4.5	billion	

souls	have	already	been	reached	with	the	gospel	-	

that	leaves	around	3.2	billion	souls	who	are	s9ll	

‘unreached’	with	the	message	of	God’s	salva9on	…	

that’s	just	under	42%	of	the	world’s	popula9on.	It	was	

Oswald	J	Smith	who	asked	the	ques9on:	‘Why	should	

anyone	hear	the	gospel	twice,	before	everyone	has	

heard	it	once?’	You	see,	no	one	should	live	and	die	

without	hearing	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ.		

I	don’t	want	to	overload	you	with	a	host	of	facts	and	

figures	this	morning,	but	we	dare	not	bury	our	heads	

in	the	sand	-	we	have	a	responsibility	to	go	into	the	



regions	beyond	and	tell	the	world	about	Jesus	Christ,	

and	the	big	ques9ons	are:	Who	will	go	and	tell	them?	

Who	is	willing	to	walk	across	the	street	to	introduce	

their	neighbour	to	Jesus?	Who	is	commiVed	to	going	

beyond	these	shores	to	the	ends	of	the	earth	to	tell	

dying	people	of	a	living	Saviour?	When	God	calls,	are	

we	willing	to	stand	up	and	be	counted	and	say,	‘Lord,	

here	am	I,	send	me.’	

You	see,	in	that	huge	swathe	of	unreached	peoples,	

there	is	another	group	-	these	folk	are	oien	referred	

to	as	Fron9er	Unreached	People	Groups	(FPGs)	-	and	

they	make	up	almost	1.9	billion	souls	-	and,	let’s	not	

forget,	these	are	also	dear	people	for	whom	the	Lord	

Jesus	died!		

So	…	one	fourth	of	the	world’s	popula9on,	25%,	lives	

in	FPGs,	in	inky	black	spiritual	darkness,	where	there	

is	no	church,	there	are	no	Chris9ans,	there	are	no	

gospel	workers;	and	the	haun9ng,	chilling	reality	is	

this:	these	folks	have	almost	no	chance	of	hearing	

about	Jesus	from	someone	who	speaks	their	heart	

language.		

That’s	why	the	old	missionary	hymn	is	spot-on	when	it	

affirms	that	untold	millions	are	s;ll	untold,	untold	

millions	are	s;ll	outside	the	fold!	Think	about	it	like	

this	-	we	talk	joyfully	and	excitedly	of	the	second	

advent	of	Jesus,	when	almost	half	the	world	has	never	

yet	heard	of	the	first!	

The	s9rring	message	of	this	missionary	psalm	can	

change	your	life	and,	through	you,	go	on	to	change	

the	world.	Here’s	the	baseline:	the	Lord	wants	to	use	

you	and	me	to	reach	the	world	for	his	glory.	In	less	

than	20	lines,	it	has	a	lot	to	say	about	God	being	

known	and	praised,	enjoyed	and	feared	by	all	the	

na9ons.	

The	psalm	begins	by	asking	for	God’s	blessings	and	it	

ends	in	an9cipa9on	of	God’s	blessings.	And	that’s	the	

way	it’s	meant	to	be	-	as	believers,	we	are	a	bit	like	

spiritual	sponges,	we	soak	in	the	blessing	of	God	not	

to	become	soggy	saints,	but	to	be	squeezed	by	the	

hand	of	God,	that	we	might	share	it	with	others.	

He	wanted	to	be	a	channel	of	God’s	blessings,	not	a	

terminal	-	he	wanted	to	be	a	river	in	spate	of	God’s	

blessings,	not	a	reservoir	-	he	wanted	to	be	a	pipeline	

of	God’s	blessings	to	others,	not	a	faucet	into	his	own	

house.		

Yes,	to	put	it	very	simply,	his	keen	desire	is	to	be	

blessed	and	to	be	a	blessing!	Because	of	that,	we	can	

join	the	dots	for	that	aim	finds	its	roots	away	back	in	

Genesis	12:1-3,	where	God	promises	to	Abraham:		

‘I	will	make	you	into	a	great	na9on	and	I	will	bless	

you;	I	will	make	your	name	great,	and	you	will	be	a	

blessing.	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	

whoever	curses	you	I	will	curse;	and	all	peoples	on	

earth	will	be	blessed	through	you.’		

Let’s	get	back	to	Psalm	67	and	unpack	it	and	see	what	

the	Lord	has	in	store	for	us	…	but,	before	we	do,	did	

you	no9ce	there	are	two	Selah’s	at	the	end	of	verses	1	

and	4	-	he	wants	us	to	press	the	pause	buVon,	to	take	

9me	out	to	think,	to	reflect	and	meditate	…	and,	if	

you	want	to	look	at	this	psalm	from	a	personal	

perspec9ve,	I	came	across	this	outline	in	a	book	from	

an	American	pastor,	James	MerriV:		

one,	God’s	blessing	brings	grace	to	our	hearts	in	

verses	1-3;	two,	God’s	blessing	brings	guidance	to	our	

decisions	in	verse	4;	three,	God’s	blessing	brings	

goodness	to	our	lives	in	verse	5;	and,	four,	God’s	

blessings	bring	glory	to	himself	in	verses	6-7.	



There	are	four	main	lines	of	thought	in	the	psalm	-	the	

first	is	in	verse	1,	where	we	listen	to	his	prayer	…	and	

what	a	wonderful	prayer	it	is	-	take	a	look	at	it,	you’ll	

find	it’s	marked	by	three	incredibly	rich	quali9es:	one,	

simplicity;	two,	sincerity;	and,	three,	Scripture	-	verse	

1	is	an	echo	of	the	Aaronic	blessing	we	read	of	in	

Numbers	6:24-26,		

‘The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you;	the	Lord	make	his	

face	shine	upon	you	and	be	gracious	to	you;	the	Lord	

turn	his	face	toward	you	and	give	you	peace.’		

A	shining	face	is	the	opposite	of	a	scowling	face!	It’s	

not	angry	or	indifferent.	It	implies	favour	and	it	shows	

signs	of	friendliness.	It	shows	that	he	is	close	and	that	

he	is	caring.	It	speaks	of	acceptance	and	love.	

This	is	the	yearning	of	his	heart,	it’s	a	longing	from	

deep	within	-	he	wants	nothing	more	than	for	his	

God,	the	God	of	the	covenant,	to	bless	him	and	his	

people	…	he	says,	‘O	God,	show	your	grace	to	us’	(1a)	

and,	‘O	God,	shine	your	goodness	upon	us	(1b).’	

So	oien	we	turn	to	the	Lord	and	we	have	other	items	

on	our	agenda,	and	that’s	ok	…	but	this	prayer	is	one	

that	surpasses	every	other	request	-	there’s	nothing	

me-focused	or	selfish	about	it	in	the	bad	sense	of	that	

word	…	it’s	a	cry	for	the	Lord	to	bless	him	and	them,	

big	9me.		

A	bit	like	the	prayer	of	Jabez	in	1	Chronicles	4:10,	“Oh,	

that	you	would	bless	me	and	enlarge	my	territory	…”	

You	see,	he	wanted	ginormous	blessings	and	a	bigger	

share	of	the	land!	He	wanted	to	be	blessed	beyond	

his	wildest	dreams!		

It	reminds	me	of	John	Newton,	when	he	wrote:	You	

are	coming	to	a	king,	large	pe;;ons	you	can	bring,	for	

his	grace	and	power	are	such,	none	can	ever	ask	too	

much.		

The	ul9mate	blessing	from	the	Lord	is	when	he	shines	

his	face	upon	us	-	it’s	when	we	know	his	smile	on	all	

that	we	seek	to	do	…	the	last	thing	he	wanted	was	to	

experience	the	darkness	that	comes	when	God	turns	

away	from	us	-	as	individuals,	this	is	a	prayer	that	we	

should	all	be	praying	every	single	day,	‘Lord,	bless	me	

…’		

There’s	no	doubt	about	it,	we	are	a	blessed	people	-	

read	Ephesians	1:3	-	we	are	wonderfully	blessed,	we	

are	well	blessed	-	‘every	spiritual	blessing	in	Christ’	is	

yours	and	mine	…	wow!	No	wonder	there’s	a	Selah	at	

the	end	of	the	verse	-	we	need	to	catch	our	breath,	

we	need	to	take	9me	out	to	let	it	all	sink	in	…	

The	second	point	is	found	in	verse	2,	where	we	look	

at	his	purpose	…	the	anonymous	psalmist	wasn’t	self-

centred	in	any	way	-	read	the	reason	why	he	prayed	

the	way	he	did	…	‘Lord,	bless	me	…	SO	that	your	ways	

may	be	known	on	earth,	your	salva9on	among	people	

everywhere.’	

That’s	the	secret	…	he	wanted	God’s	blessing	so	that	

he	could	bless	others!	You	see,	God’s	grace	is	not	only	

available	to	all	who	need	it,	it’s	accessible	to	all	who	

want	it.	He	wanted	God’s	rich	blessing	to	empower	

them,	to	enable	them,	to	enrich	others	-	the	chances	

are,	he’d	never	meet	these	folks	…	they	were	outside	

his	family,	his	tribe;	they	were	beyond	the	borders	of	

the	Land;	in	that	sense,	they	were	foreigners	who	

desperately	needed	to	know	God’s	salva9on!	

You	can	see	what’s	happening	here	-	he	widens	the	

net	to	include	‘all	na9ons’	-	there’s	nothing	insular	or	

parochial	about	the	salva9on	of	God	-	it’s	not	simply	

confined	to	a	special	few,	it’s	for	all	men	in	all	parts	of	

earth!	



Ever	wondered	why	God	has	so	significantly	blessed	

you	as	an	individual	and	you	as	a	congrega9on	…	this	

is	the	reason	why!	The	more	there	are	of	us,	the	

greater	is	our	responsibility.		

It	has	nothing	to	do	with	how	many	seats	we	occupy	

on	a	Sunday	morning,	it	has	everything	to	do	with	

how	many	people	we’ve	sent	out	to	the	frontline	to	

proclaim	that	Jesus	saves!		

As	someone	wisely	said:	‘The	church	that	does	not	

reach	out	will	pass	out!’	So	your	ministry	and	mine	is	

one	of	mobilisa9on	-	we	are	here	‘to	prepare	people	

for	works	of	service’	(that’s	in	Ephesians	4:12).					

This	is	what	really	maVers	-	it’s	telling	the	world	about	

Jesus.	God	wants	to	use	boringly	ordinary	people	like	

you	and	me	to	show	lost	people	the	way	back	home	

to	God.	When	we	are	the	recipients	of	God’s	blessing,	

it’s	because	God	wants	to	use	us	so	that	the	world	

may	know	him.	

The	third	point	is	in	verses	3-5,	where	we	learn	from	

his	passion	…	this	is	quite	a	revela9on,	it	shows	us	

what	makes	his	heart	beat	faster	-	for	7	9mes	in	the	

space	of	7	lines	in	my	Bible	he	uses	2	words,	‘peoples	

and	na9ons!’	Ah,	that’s	what	makes	him	9ck	…!	

His	ardent	zeal	is	for	unreached	people,	unconverted	

people,	forgoVen	communi9es,	men	and	women	who	

are	s9ll	groping	in	the	darkness	of	sin,	to	ul9mately	

praise	the	name	of	the	Lord	-	to	worship	the	God	of	

Abraham	with	hearts	overflowing	with	gra9tude	

because	of	who	God	is.	His	aspira9on	is	for	people	

from	every	ethnic	group	to	be	enraptured	with	God,	

to	be	besoVed	with	God,	to	be	addicted	to	God.	

It	seems	to	me,	he	looks	forward	with	a	real	sense	of	

expectancy	to	the	day	when	the	na9ons	will	be	glad	

and	sing	for	joy	-	why?	Because	God	is	a	just	God	-	he	

is	one	who	judges	the	people	with	truth,	equity,	and	

righteousness	-	God	can	be	trusted	to	always	do	what	

is	right.		

All	around	us	there	is	ample	evidence	of	poverty	and	

racism,	violence	and	injus9ce,	and	corrup9on	from	

the	top	down	-	it’s	rampant	in	the	world.	But	that’s	

not	the	fault	of	a	holy	and	just	God	-	we	blame	sin	for	

that,	not	God!	

We	can	best	measure	God’s	holy	jus9ce	by	the	cross	

of	Jesus	Christ	-	it	was	there	that	God	judged	the	

na9ons	by	placing	the	guilt	of	our	sins	on	his	dear	Son	

-	Paul	says	as	much	in	2	Corinthians	5:21	for	‘God	

made	him	who	had	no	sin	to	be	sin	for	us.’	In	that	

truth	the	‘na9ons	[can]	be	glad	and	sing	for	joy.’	

And,	according	to	verse	4,	he’s	a	sovereign	God	-	he	

‘guides	the	na9ons	of	the	earth.’	That	means,	he	rules	

and	reigns	-	he	calls	all	the	shots,	nothing	happens	by	

chance.	Our	God	guides,	and	guards,	and	governs	all	

that	happens	in	this	world	-	therefore,	says	the	

psalmist,	na9ons	should	rejoice	to	know	that	he	has	

the	whole	world	in	his	hands.			

By	the	9me	you	come	to	verse	5,	he’s	repea9ng	what	

he	said	in	verse	3	…	‘May	the	peoples	praise	you,	O	

God;	may	all	the	peoples	praise	you.’	You	can	almost	

hear	him	say	with	Charles	Wesley:	O	for	a	thousand	

tongues	to	sing,	My	great	Redeemer’s	praise,	The	

glories	of	my	God	and	King,	The	triumphs	of	his	grace.	

Again,	the	spotlight	shines	here	on	‘all	peoples’	and	

‘all	na9ons’	…	you	and	I	are	called	to	a	mission	that	is	

far	greater	than	just	our	family	and	friends	-	it’s	a	

mission	that	is	interna9onal	in	its	scope.		

This	is	a	mission	that	is	as	small	as	your	community,	as	

your	postcode,	and	as	big	-	as	far	reaching	-	as	seven	

point	seven	billion	people.	This	is	the	ul9mate	goal	of	



all	our	mission	and	ministry	-	it	is	that	an	uncountable	

number	of	worshippers	from	every	tribe	and	language	

and	people	and	na9on	will	praise	the	Lord!	And	here’s	

what	it’s	all	about:	when	they	know	him	for	who	he	is,	

they	will	praise	him	for	what	he	is	worth.		

Quite	simply,	that’s	why	God	wants	to	use	you	so	that	

the	world	may	worship	him.	As	we	sang	earlier	this	

morning:	We	know	the	outcome	is	secure,	And	Christ	

will	have	the	prize	for	which	he	died,	An	inheritance	of	

na;ons.	

The	final	point	is	in	verses	6-7,	where	we	long	for	the	

promise	…	it’s	when	we	see	the	poten9al	realised	-	

‘then	the	land	will	yield	its	harvest	and	God,	our	God,	

will	bless	us.’	For	the	average	Hebrew	farmer,	this	was	

something	agricultural	-	a	boun9ful	harvest	of	crops	-	

a	bumper	year	when	the	barns	and	silos	are	full	…	

that’s	how	they	knew	the	Lord	had	blessed	them.	It’s	

worth	no9ng	that	this	psalm	was	a	harvest	song	that	

was	probably	sung	in	the	autumn	at	Succoth,	the	

annual	Feast	of	Tabernacles.	

For	you	and	me,	it’s	not	on	the	land,	but	it’s	in	the	

lives	of	people	-	we’re	looking	to	God	for	a	harvest	of	

precious	souls	to	be	swept	on	a	9dal	wave	of	blessing	

into	the	kingdom	of	God.	God’s	blessing	for	us	is	when	

people	turn	from	the	domain	of	darkness	to	the	

kingdom	of	light.	To	me,	that’s	the	blessing	of	God.		

In	every	sense,	this	pays	tribute	to	the	faithfulness	of	

God	-	as	Paul	said	elsewhere,	one	sows	the	seed,	one	

comes	along	and	reaps	the	harvest,	but	God	gives	the	

increase.	Why?	So	that	the	glory	may	be	ascribed	to	

him	and	he	alone!		

And	that’s	why	he	says	at	the	end	of	the	psalm,	‘and	

all	the	ends	of	the	earth	will	fear	him.’	Indeed,	two	

9mes	in	two	lines	he	affirms	that	‘God	will	bless	us.’	

No	doubts	there,	no	ifs,	no	maybes,	God	will	do	it!	

You	see,	God	aims	to	be	known	among	all	peoples,	he	

aims	to	be	enjoyed	by	all	peoples,	and	he	aims	to	be	

feared	by	all	peoples.		

That	begs	the	ques9on:	What	is	the	fear	of	God?	Well,	

the	fear	of	God	is	the	fear	of	God!	That	implies,	if	you	

really	know	and	worship	God,	there	ought	to	be	some	

things	you	are	afraid	to	say,	and	some	things	you	are	

afraid	to	do,	and	some	places	you	are	afraid	to	go.	

This	is	the	goal	of	God’s	blessings	in	your	life	and	mine	

-	‘that	the	ends	of	the	earth	should	fear	God.’	And	the	

good	news	is,	if	you	really	fear	God,	then	you	don’t	

have	to	fear	anything	else	(we	see	inklings	of	that	in	

Psalm	23:4;	46:1-3;	118:6).	Get	the	message	-	we	are	

blessed	to	be	a	blessing	…!	Because	God	is	faithful,	we	

know	his	favour.	

Today,	we	need	to	take	on	board	the	lessons	we	learn	

from	this	missionary	psalm	-	it’s	a	case	of	do	or	die!	

The	big	picture	should	enlarge	our	vision	of	who	God	

is	and	what	he	wants	to	do.	God’s	global	purpose	for	

his	praise	among	all	peoples	can’t	be	a	sideshow	in	

your	church	or	mine	-	this	is	the	central	mission	of	the	

church	-	it’s	the	prime	reason	why	we’ve	been	bought	

with	his	precious	blood.	

It’s	exci9ng	and	humbling	when	we	realise	that	the	

Lord	has	chosen	us	…	he	wants	to	involve	us	in	his	

grand,	global,	and	glorious	design,	so	let’s	not	miss	

out!	Let’s	not	seVle	for	lesser	dreams	in	this	world.	

Let’s	not	go	for	second	best.	We’ve	a	story	to	tell	to	

the	na9ons!	

There’s	a	lot	more	to	this	life	than	having	a	nice	job,	a	

lovely	home,	a	decent	family,	a	comfortable	lifestyle,	

and	a	good	church	to	go	to	week	in,	week	out.	There’s	

a	lot	more!		



We’ve	been	ransomed,	healed,	restored,	forgiven,	

we’ve	been	massively	blessed	by	God,	for	why	…	for	

the	praise	of	God	among	the	peoples	of	the	world,	for	

the	extension	of	his	kingdom	on	earth.	

In	closing,	let	me	quote	these	words	penned	by	Stuart	

Townend:	

Hear	the	call	of	the	kingdom,	To	reach	out	to	the	lost,	

With	the	Father’s	compassion,	In	the	wonder	of	the	

cross;	Bringing	peace	and	forgiveness,	And	a	hope	yet	

to	come,	Let	the	na;ons	put	their	trust	in	him.	

My	ques9on	is:	Are	you	willing	to	step	out	in	faith,	

willing	to	take	a	risk,	willing	to	swim	against	the	9de,	

and	say	this	morning:	

King	of	heaven,	we	will	answer	the	call;	We	will	follow,	

bringing	hope	to	the	world.	Filled	with	passion,	filled	

with	power	to	proclaim,	Salva;on	in	Jesus’	name!	

			


