
 

Revelation 2:1-7      Learning to walk from those who fell! 

 

I heard about a father who was trying to get a 

few minutes peace to read his copy of Time 

magazine.  The problem was that, every time 

he settled down, engrossed with his nose in the 

pages, his little girl came along and kept 

asking him questions. 

 The point came when he’d had enough!  

So he came up with the bright idea that he 

would give her something positive to do.  He 

leafed through one of the missionary 

magazines lying on the coffee table and he 

found a map of the world.  He cut it out in 

small pieces and said to her: ‘Look, honey, 

here’s a map of the world, see if you can put 

all the pieces back together again.’ 

 He went back to his leather chair and 

started reading.  In a few minutes, she was 

back, he just couldn’t believe it.  He was 

totally surprised.  He asked her: ‘How did you 

do it so fast?’  She replied: ‘Well, dad, it was 

very easy!  I found a picture of Jesus on the 

other side, and I knew when I had him in the 

right place, the whole world would be all 

right!’ 

 How simple, and yet, how profound.  You 

see, that’s what makes a mega difference in 

our lives—it’s when we leave Jesus out of our 

schedule, it’s when we relegate him to second 

place in our hearts that things begin to go pear-

shaped.   

Someone fell!  Was that someone you?  

For some of us, we know what it’s like.  

We’ve ‘been there, done that’.  We’ve blown it 

big time.  And we don’t like the bitter taste it 

leaves in our mouth.   

Hey, the good news is, failure is never 

final.  Our God is a God who takes us back, a 

God who welcomes us home—he’s not in the 

business of writing us off.  He’s a God who 

excels in the art of forgiveness.   

Yes, there are lessons we need to learn—

we learn to walk from those who fell—but, 

don’t forget, the God we’re talking about here 

is the God of the second chance!  There’s 

grace, where and when we’d least expect it.  

Amazing grace.  Awesome God. 

He’s the one we meet in Revelation 2:1 – 

he’s ‘the one who holds the seven stars in his 

right hand and walks among the seven golden 

lampstands.’  In chapter one, John was given a 

breathtaking vision of the exalted Christ – he 

saw him in all his resplendent glory, the King 

enthroned on high.  He’s the ‘Son of Man’ – 

and that unique title has overtones of divinity, 

and undertones of humanity. 

He found him in verses 17 and 18 as one 

who is all-sufficient for he is ‘the First and the 

Last’, one who is all-victorious for he is ‘alive 

for ever and ever’, one who is all-powerful for 

he holds ‘the keys of death and Hades’.   

He is the Lord, the one who stays with his 

church, the one who strengthens his church, 

the one who searches through his church, and 

who, right here in chapters 2 and 3, speaks to 

his church!   

His is the voice that we hear this Sunday 

evening, a ‘voice like the sound of rushing 

waters’.  In the space of a few verses, he gives 

us a full and frank assessment of the local 

church at Ephesus.  We hear his dulcet tones 



 

as he warmly commends them for certain 

things – then we hear some chilling words as 

he roundly condemns them for going off the 

boil – he says: ‘you walked away from your 

first love’.   

It’s a bit like a spiritual X-ray, when we 

take a look at it, we have the good, the very 

good, and the not so good!   

I was in Turkey a couple of years back.  

One of the highlights for me was a trip to 

ancient Ephesus.  It was great to walk around 

the ruins and think about what it once was.  

You see, back in Paul’s day, Ephesus was the 

place to be – it was the vanity fair of Asia, it 

was one of the top three cities in the region.  

The place was thriving, a lot of people were 

making a lot of money.  It was also a pagan 

city with all sorts of weird and wacky things 

taking place, a bit like rent-a-sect, you name it, 

they had it!   

The people were immensely proud of the 

fact that their city held one of the seven 

wonders of the ancient world – the famous 

temple of Diana – the spiritual home of the 

cult of Artemis.  The image of this female 

deity was supposed to have fallen from the 

sky; in fact, it was so big, it was four times 

larger than the Parthenon.  It wasn’t the most 

attractive figurine in the world, it featured a 

multi-breasted statue to the goddess of sex and 

fertility.  I think it’s fairly obvious what went 

on there – it was an in-your-face immorality.   

It was in that situation that an evangelical 

church was born – you can read all about it in 

Acts 18-20.  It’s a gripping account of what 

God did – yes, there was great opposition, but 

there was a tidal wave of phenomenal 

blessing.  The church was born in revival.  The 

gospel triumphed, wonderful things happened, 

and the church flourished.  I tell you, they 

were on the crest of a wave.  It was fantastic! 

It was a great place to be!  The reasons 

why are spelt out for us in verses 2 and 3.  

This is thrilling … the people were extremely 

active; it was a dynamic fellowship, big 

numbers of dedicated people turned out week 

after week; it was a church where discipline 

was exercised, and where the leadership had 

the rare gift of spiritual discernment.  I reckon, 

when you stand back and take a look inside, 

you say: ‘Wow, I’d like to join that place!’  

It’s impressive! 

He says: ‘I know your deeds.’  That 

means, they’re serving!  The church was really 

buzzing.  They’re on the ball for Jesus.  

There’s so much activity – something for all 

ages and all types.  They didn’t sit up in the 

bleachers watching it all happen down below – 

no, they’re down there, where the action is, on 

the field of play! 

Then he talks about their ‘hard work’ – 

their service is sacrificial.  Some of the folks 

were inclined to overdo it; they pushed 

themselves too hard and too far – they ended 

up exhausted – burned out!  There’s a limit to 

what a man can do – if you stretch an elastic 

too far, it’ll break – it’s a matter of you and I 

being wise to that fact and knowing when it’s 

time to rest.  You see, they were going beyond 

the second mile; all-in-all, it was a gutsy 

performance. 

They are steadfast for Jesus refers to their 

‘perseverance’.  They kept on going, even 

when the going was unbelievably tough.  



 

Never once did they think about calling it quits 

– in fact, that word wasn’t in their vocabulary.  

They kept plodding on.  Yes, it was a struggle, 

it was a huge challenge, but they didn’t give 

up or give in.  They didn’t cave in under the 

enormous pressure they faced.  They were in it 

for the long haul, with a never-say-die attitude.  

They are resilient. 

When our Lord walks up and down the 

aisle of the church, his finger is on the pulse – 

another big plus for them is their separation, 

for we read: ‘I know that you cannot tolerate 

wicked men, that you have tested those who 

claim to be apostles but are not, and have 

found them false.’   

In other words, they didn’t let any Tom, 

Dick, or Harry into the pulpit.  Preachers were 

vetted, they had to be seen to be genuine.  The 

leaders are alert to false teaching and doctrinal 

error – they could smell a heretic a mile off!  

They know God’s truth and they’ll not put up 

with anything that isn’t in the Book.  They 

were a citadel of orthodoxy.   

The fact is, the church that stands for 

nothing will generally fall for anything.  

Here’s the bottom line: a ministry can be only 

as strong as its doctrinal purity.  

In a pluralist world, in a postmodern age, 

the man’s a fool if he compromises the truth of 

Scripture.  We live in a multi-faith society, 

sure we do, and even though it may not be 

politically correct, when it comes to God’s 

word, biblical truth is non negotiable.  

Intolerance in that sense brings a smile to the 

face of God. 

One group are singled out for special 

mention in verse 6 where we read that God 

hates ‘the practices of [the] Nicolaitans’.  We 

don’t know an awful lot about these people, 

but what we do know is scary enough!  It 

seems that they twisted the doctrine of grace—

they said: ‘The more you sin, the more grace 

there is to put it right!  So go on, get out there, 

sin up a storm, and the Lord will bless you real 

good as you experience his overwhelming 

grace and forgiveness.’  It has to be said, that 

mindset is a travesty of truth.  And, thankfully, 

the wee church down there in Ephesus didn’t 

buy into it! 

They were also warmly commended for 

their suffering – we read that they ‘endured 

hardships for [his] name’.  They bore a 

massively heavy burden—they paid a very 

high price for their loyalty to Jesus Christ—

they were treated like dirt by their peers, they 

lost their jobs, some of them lost their homes, 

some of them lost their partner and their 

children—yes, it was horrendously hard.  But 

they bore it all for Jesus.  They realised that 

his cross was not greater than his grace – in 

fact, their trials were tailor-made for them … 

he didn’t make the back for the burden, he 

made the burden to suit the back! 

When you look through the window into 

their church, yes, it was a super fellowship—

they are standing up to the task in hand, they 

are standing for the truth of Scripture, they are 

standing firm in the hour of trial.  Wonderful 

people, wonderful programs, wonderful 

blessing.  We take our hat off to them, we 

salute them, we congratulate them.   

And then I read verse 4, and I really begin 

to cringe—it begins with the word ‘yet’—a 

little word that packs a powerful punch.  It’s 



 

one of those divine caveats.  The Lord knew 

something wasn’t quite right, something 

significant was missing!  His laser eyes 

detected a fatal weakness in the fellowship, 

there was a potentially serious flaw in the 

church.  It was good, but … 

‘You have forsaken your first love’.  

Those are words of pathos, but that’s the 

moment reality hit home!  A church that had 

so much going for it, it was on the up and 

up—but here’s where she got it so badly 

wrong.  It’s tragic. 

The passion was gone, the fire was almost 

out, there were only a few smouldering embers 

left—they were going through the motions, it 

was all so mechanical.  First love had 

evaporated, it had gone with the wind—the 

honeymoon was over!  They were doing all 

the right things but, in all their busyness, they 

neglected their relationship with Christ.   

You see, first love is extra special.  It’s 

that love we had for Jesus when we first knew 

him.  It’s the kind of love that stops the heart, 

or if it doesn’t stop the heart, it makes it beat 

faster!  It’s a brand of love that will do 

anything and go anywhere for the person who 

is loved.  It is a love with no strings attached—

an unconditional love.  We love him because 

we love him! 

What happens is this: over the weeks and 

months, the thrill goes, we begin to take him 

for granted, we cool off spiritually.  The sense 

of wonder leaves us, we don’t feel excited 

about him any more.  We become comfortable 

in our lifestyle, we become cushioned with all 

the trappings of faith, we become complicated 

in our outlook; we turn into sophisticated 

saints when, all of the time, he’s looking only 

for our love and adoration.  He wants us to be 

taken up with him, to be taken in with him.  

He longs for us to be head over heels in love 

with Jesus. 

But, look, even though all was not well, all 

was not lost!  Our Lord’s impassioned appeal 

is found in verse 5.  It entails a threefold 

strategy, three R’s: 

• Remember what it was like in the halcyon 

days! 

• Repent and turn your life around! 

• Repeat and do the things you used to do! 

The first thing they had to do was 

‘remember the height from which [they] have 

fallen’.  They need to call to mind the 

freshness and fervency of their first love.  

They need to recall when it was springtime in 

their souls—how they yearned to learn more 

of the word of God, how their hearts were 

overflowing with a love for Christ and his 

people, when they had a holy passion for the 

souls of sinful men and women.  You see, it is 

apparent from what the Lord says here that 

memory is the handmaid of revival. 

Next on the agenda is repentance!  They 

need to get back to where they once were in 

their pulsating relationship with the Lord.  He 

told them quite bluntly, if they didn’t get their 

act together, he would come and the light 

would be extinguished.  They needed to sort 

out their personal priorities on bended knee 

before Calvary.  If they failed to go God’s 

way, that for them was the end of the road. 

How do we know?  Well, today, you can 

walk around the ruins of the city of Ephesus – 



 

that’s fine.  And that’s great fun.  It’s sad to 

say, but you’ll not find a vibrant fellowship of 

God’s people there!  You can travel for miles 

and you’ll be hard pushed to find a single 

believer in Jesus—yes, it’s as dark as night.  

You see, the Lord was deadly serious.   

O the grave danger of losing our first love 

for Jesus.  I have to ask the six million dollar 

question: what’s the point in having a saved 

soul and, at the same time, having a lost and 

wasted life?   

Here’s a church that was missing out, 

here’s a people who were missing out.  

Maybe, like them, you can identify with the 

searching words of the English poet, William 

Cowper, when he wrote: ‘Where is the 

blessedness I knew when first I met the Lord, 

where is the soul-refreshing view of Jesus and 

his word?’   

Well, folks, it doesn’t have to be like that!  

Dead bones can live!  He can breathe afresh 

into our hearts – he can do a new thing in each 

of our lives – he can set us on fire once again!  

If we come to him in all our need, he’ll take us 

back – he’ll cleanse us – he’ll fill us anew with 

his Holy Spirit – he’ll richly bless us – he’ll 

mightily use us!   

That’s what the exhilarating promise in 

verse 7 guarantees: ‘to him who overcomes, I 

will give the right to eat from the tree of life, 

which is in the paradise of God.’  Even though 

we let the Lord down, he will never let us go!  

That’s a firm commitment on his part.  It’s a 

promise we can sink our teeth into.   

Look at some of the benefits he’ll share 

with us: there’s victory in the hour of conflict, 

there’s abundant life, there’s delirious joy, 

there’s happy fellowship, there’s heaven and, 

to crown it all, there’s Jesus!   

Jesus with us today—Jesus with us 

tomorrow—Jesus with us for eternity!  You 

see, folks, it’s like the little girl at the top of 

today’s message—when the Lord Jesus is 

where he should be in your life and mine, 

everything is okay!   

  

 

 

 

  


