
Let’s talk about Jesus (1) Leviticus 1

Let’s talk about Jesus! That’s the theme of our 
five studies in the book of Leviticus. Now, 

mention that book in the Old Testament and the 
average believer switches off; they see it as 

something dry and dusty – sadly, it tends to be an 
unknown and unopened book.  

Well, I believe, it’s actually one of the most 
exciting books in all of Scripture – and its 

message is a robust one of holiness to the Lord. 
For example, we read in chapter 19, verse 1: ‘Be 

holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.’
When we talk about holiness, it’s important for us 

to realise that it is something comprehensive – it 
impacts every area of our lives in the 21st century. 

We need to take it seriously for our God is an 
awesome God, he’s a thrice holy God, he’s a 

God of whiter than white purity. 
It seems to me, then, that the claims of holiness 

affect our life as members in a family, as citizens 
in a society, as workers on the shop floor, as 

students in a university, as consumers in a global 
economy, as much as they affect us as 

worshippers in a local church.  
Put it like this: holiness permeates every aspect 

of our life – in the kitchen, in the bedroom, the 
boardroom and the courtroom, even the 

sanctuary room. It’s not seen as a Sunday only 
slot in our lives – rather, it’s 24/7, it’s a mega 

challenge. Anywhere. Any day. Any time. Be holy!    
Easier said than done, I hear you say! And, yes, I 

agree! But God doesn’t leave us to stumble along 
on the path of life, for we also read in Leviticus 

20:8, these words: ‘I am the Lord, who makes 
you holy.’ What a promise that is! That’s what 

amazing grace does to a man – it enables him to 
be the kind of person God intends him to be! On 

my own, I could never ever achieve it—with 
God’s help, I can be the man God wants me to 

be.
For a Jewish person, this is the third book in the 

Torah – it’s the same in your Bible and mine. 
These are often called the 5 books of Moses – 

number one is Genesis, two is Exodus, four is 
Numbers, five is Deuteronomy.  

But, right here at number 3, in the centre of the 
Pentateuch, is the stirring message of Leviticus – 

to me, this book is a real classic, it is the 
heartbeat of old covenant theology. The book 

comes alive when you read it in tandem with the 
epistle to the Hebrews.  

It is incredibly good news – honest, it is! You read 
the book through at a single sitting – it’ll take you 

40 minutes, and you’ll discover it has an upbeat 
message for sinners who seek pardon, for priests 

who need empowering, for women who are 
vulnerable, for the unclean who covet cleansing, 

for the poor who yearn for freedom, for the 
marginalised in society who seek dignity, for 

animals that demand protection, for families that 
require strengthening, for communities that want 

fortifying, and for creation that stands in need of 
care. I mean, all of this and so much more, is 

addressed head-on in the book of Leviticus!  
You find it in the first section of what Jewish 

people call, the Tanakh; the other two sections 
embrace the Prophets and the Writings. It is to 

this same portion that Jesus turned when 
addressing the two dispirited, despondent souls 



dragging their feet on the road down to Emmaus. 
Dr Luke informs us in chapter 24 of his gospel 

that the risen Lord Jesus spoke to them of ‘things 
concerning himself’ – the outcome, we read in 

verse 32, is that their hearts burned within!  
I love that, don’t you! That’s what we need today 

– we long to see men and women ablaze for 
Jesus Christ; yes, boringly ordinary people like 

you and me whose hearts are aflame for the glory 
of God. My prayer is that God may set us on fire 

as we talk about Jesus and see more of him in 
these Levitical offerings.

The first one we’re thinking about is commonly 
called the Burnt Offering and we read all about it 

in Leviticus chapter 1. You will notice in verse 2 
that the Lord has a word with Moses – he spoke 

directly to him from the holiest of all in the 
tabernacle in the wilderness, and said: ‘When any 

of you brings an offering to the Lord.’  
So, the book begins with no word of explanation, 

no justification – it simply assumes that this is 
what the Hebrew people will do as an act of 

adoring worship to the God who redeemed them 
from bondage in the land of Egypt. Yes, God 

expects it from his people – the fact is, it’s the 
bare minimum so far as he is concerned. He then 

tells them how it should be done!
It highlights the keen desire that God has for 

fellowship with his people – this is God seizing 
the initiative, he’s making the first move. He 

values their companionship, he enjoys moments 
of intimacy with them as he reveals his heart to 

them. That’s what Leviticus is primarily all about – 
it’s not about regulation, a long list of do’s and 

don’ts, the focus is centred on relationship – it 
speaks of how a saved people may be kept near 

to God. You see, a closer walk with God is 
experienced and enjoyed when a man offers 

everything to the Lord.
There are seven points worth noting about this 

particular offering and they all begin with the 
letter S – I’m hoping that will make them easy to 

remember!
One, the scent from the offering.  

We read at the end of verse 9 that this is ‘an 
aroma pleasing to the Lord.’ It has often been 

labelled as a ‘sweet savour’ offering – it was 
entirely voluntary. That said, it was most often 

done at the start and at the end of each day.
When the offering was burned on the altar, there 

was a fragrance that ascended into the courts of 
heaven itself. It was breathed in by the living 

God. This is significant because the priest or the 
individual did not grasp the wonder of it – only 

God knew the value of it. In God’s estimate, this 
is exceedingly precious, it is of inestimable 

importance. Essentially, this shows to us what 
Calvary meant to him.

Ever wondered why it pleased the Lord? We 
know from Ephesians 5:2 that when Christ 

offered himself up for us as a ‘fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God’ it reinforced a number of 

glorious truths. It was a vindication of his throne 
for he is the Sovereign One, it was an exhibition 

of his unerring wisdom, it was a moving 
demonstration of his undying love, and it was 

laying a sure foundation for his outrageous grace.
Two, the sections of the offering.  

We have a fascinating account of this in verses 8 
and 9: ‘Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall 

arrange the pieces, including the head and the 
fat, on the burning wood that is on the altar. He is 
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to wash the inner parts and the legs with water, 
and the priest is to burn all of it on the altar.’ In 

other words, all the parts mentioned emitted a 
perfume.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to work out how 
each of these pieces can be applied to the Lord 

Jesus Christ. The ‘head’ speaks of 1 John 3:5 
where we observe that ‘in him there is no sin’. 

The ‘inner parts’ remind us of the Apostle Paul’s 
affirmation in 2 Corinthians 5:21 that ‘he knew no 

sin’. The reference to ‘fat’ takes me forward to 
Hebrews 4:15 where we note that he ‘was without 

sin’. I zoom in on 1 Peter 2:22 when I think about 
the ‘legs’ for we read that ‘he did no sin’.  

Whether we take them one by one or even see 
them as a whole, they emphatically declare that 

Jesus is unique – he is someone special, 
incomparable, unrivalled. Every fibre of his being, 

every ounce of his energy, every word that he 
spoke, every mile that he walked – all these were 

a source of joy and delight to the Father in 
heaven.

Three, the spotlessness of the offering.  
We suss that from verse 3 where we read that it 

was to be ‘without defect’. No blemishes. What 
perfection! Well, the one of whom we speak, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, is truly ‘holy, blameless and 
pure’ – we glean that from Hebrews 7:26. In life, 

in death, in eternity, there is no spot on him – he 
is impeccable. He is dazzling in his purity – no 

one can point a finger at him.  
Four, the subjects of the offering.  

That poses the big question, what people are 
here involved? These are the worshippers God 

invites! First of all we read in verse 2 a kind of 
open invitation, for it says: ‘When any of you 

brings an offering.’ That means, there is a way 
into the presence of God for any one of us – no 

believer is left on the wrong side, none are shut 
out!  

Further down in verse 5, we read when the 
offering was brought that ‘Aaron’s sons the 

priests shall bring the blood and sprinkle it 
against the altar on all sides at the entrance to 

the Tent of Meeting.’ These are the ones who 
were specially chosen by the Lord for this role – 

the men set aside by God to minister at the 
brazen altar or, as it is sometimes called, the altar 

of burnt offering. I think this is terrific for it implies 
that any one of us can stand alongside the 

servant of God and share fellowship with the 
Lord. We keep the sacrifice in view ... and both of 

us are depending on the blood that was shed and 
sprinkled on our behalf.

Five, the species of the offering.  
You will note there is a plurality here – it could be 

a bullock from the herd in verse 3, it could be a 
sheep or a goat from the flock in verse 10, or it 

could be a young pigeon or a dove from the birds 
in verse 14. In a sense, each of these point us to 

Jesus – he is the Servant, he is the Lamb, and he 
is the Lord from heaven itself.  

In passing, it’s worth noting in verse 11 that the 
lamb was to be killed at the ‘north side of the 

altar’ – when the Lord Jesus laid down his life for 
us, he died on Calvary which is to the north of the 

golden city of Jerusalem.
Six, the scope of the offering.  

Here we are given quite a glimpse into its 
perpetuity – this is found in the law of the burnt 

offering as detailed in Leviticus chapter 6. We 
read in verse 9 that it was ‘to remain on the altar 
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hearth throughout the night, till morning, and the 
fire must be kept burning on the altar.’ Yes, the 

fire was kept going all night long! No matter what 
state the people were in, there was something on 

the altar meeting God’s requirement on their 
behalf.  

Ah, no matter how dark the night, God is being 
satisfied with Christ. A reminder to us that in 

those inky black moments in our lives that we 
have a great high priest – one who is 

unchanging, one who is undertaking, and one 
who is understanding. Not unlike the disciples on 

the stormy sea of Galilee – it was pitch black, but 
Jesus was praying for them on shore!

And, in chapter 6:13 we read: ‘the fire must be 
kept burning on the altar continuously; it must not 

go out.’ I find that quite amazing ... there is an air 
of eternality about it, God is satisfied forever! You 

will never be more fit for heaven than you are 
now – his work of redemption will not be of any 

more value then, than it is right now!
Seven, the significance of the offering.  

Its purpose was twofold – these are the twin 
towers of the burnt offering: in 1:9 it speaks of 

God’s satisfaction, a sense of divine pleasure 
with all that was on the altar – one look at Jesus, 

and God is not disappointed. He is fulsome in his 
praise with regard to all that his one and only Son 

accomplished. He delights in him with an endless 
sense of joyous gladness.

A few verses up the chapter, in verse 4, it 
reminds us that man was accepted: ‘he is to lay 

his hand on the head of the burnt offering and it 
will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement 

for him.’ He identified with it ... he was accepted 
because of the precious value of the offering. We 

are accepted in the Beloved – and we’re 
accepted by him and for him! ‘So dear, so very 

dear to God, we cannot dearer be; for in the 
person of his Son, we are as dear as he.’  

Remember, folks, there was nothing left of the 
burnt offering – it was all consumed. Jesus paid it 

all for us – he gave everything for us; it was an 
act of total surrender and one of absolute 

consecration. He held nothing back.  
In light of Calvary, how can we offer him anything 

less. Says the old hymn writer, Isaac Watts: Were 
the whole realm of nature mine, that were an 

offering far too small, love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.

Let’s talk about Jesus, let’s be like Jesus! 
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