
Let’s talk about Jesus (2) Leviticus 2

The book of Leviticus hasn’t had a good press for 
a long time—you can go all the way back to the 

Puritans to find ample evidence of that; generally 
speaking, Mr and Mrs Average Christian sitting in 

church on a Sunday morning give it the thumbs 
down!  

Sure, they know it’s inspired, but when they dip 
into it, they find nothing inspirational about it – I 

mean, it’s not the kind of book you would pick up 
last thing at night or even first thing in the 

morning when you roll out of your hammock! Try 
reading it in your Quiet Time ... 

Well, from where I sit today, I firmly believe it is 
one of those rare gems of Scripture; we could 

see it as a kind of unclaimed treasure. There is 
phenomenal wealth stored within its pages – 

come on, surprise yourself, give it a second 
chance!

I think to help us understand it better, it might be 
helpful if we were to make a number of 

comparisons between it and the book that goes 
before it, the book of Exodus: 

one, in Exodus we see how God gets his people 
out of Egypt—in Leviticus we see how God gets 

Egypt out of his people; two, Exodus begins with 
sinners—Leviticus begins with saints; three, 

Exodus shows us the way out from the land of 
bondage—Leviticus shows us the way in to the 

sanctuary of God; and, four, Exodus is a book of 
deliverance—Leviticus is a book of dedication.

We can look at it from another perspective 
though, the book of Leviticus stands in relation to 

Exodus as the Epistles stand in relation to the 
four Gospels. Let me show you what I mean—we 

see this idea of a vibrant, pulsating relationship 
with God developed if we notice how the book is 

split into four parts.
One, the way to God is seen in chapters 1-10; 

two, the walk with God is highlighted in chapters 
11-20; three, the worship of God is featured in 

chapters 21-24; and, four, the witness to God is 
the main issue in chapters 25-27.

In our previous study we focused on the first of 
five major offerings – i.e. the burnt offering. It 

challenges our consecration to God. Right now, 
we’re in chapter 2 and we’re thinking about the 

meal or the grain offering.  
The old Rabbis believed that this offering was a 

poor man’s burnt offering. Be that as it may, we 
must not let that colour our thinking, we dare not 

diminish the value and worth of this offering.  
This one is distinctive from the other four – there 

is no meat offered and no blood is shed. Also, 
there is no reference to atonement in relation to 

this offering. So, in that sense, it is unique!
The burnt offering spoke most movingly of the 

death of Jesus Christ—the grain offering is a 
beautiful portrayal of the life of Christ. It’s also 

interesting to note that the burnt offering and 
grain offering are usually linked together, i.e. the 

person and work of Jesus Christ can never be 
separated.  

Think of it like this: he had to be who he was, in 
order for him to do what he did! Jesus Christ as 

the burnt offering fully satisfied the heart of the 
Father; as a grain offering, he satisfies not only 

the heart of God, but the heart of man as well. 
We worship him because of who he is! This is 



undiluted worship; worship with no strings 
attached.

There are three main lines of thought we wish to 
pursue in this study, and they all begin with the 

letter D!  
One, the description of the offering.  

What amazing details are given here for us to 
consider—we read in verse 1 that ‘when 

someone brings a grain offering to the Lord, his 
offering is to be of fine flour.’

So, it was to be comprised of flour. That 
underlines the won’t-go-away-fact that his life 

was free from blemish! He was spotless, pure 
and white. We glean that from Hebrews 9:14 and, 

in fact, we can tease it out a little more by 
affirming that Jesus came out of Bethlehem 

without a spot for he is called ‘the holy one’, so 
says Dr Luke in 1:35; he came out of Nazareth 

without so much as a stain on his character for 
the Father was ecstatic in his appraisal of him, so 

says Matthew 3:17; and he came out of 
Jerusalem without a single scar for no one could 

point an accusing finger at him, so says John 
8:46.  

In his private life and in his public life, Jesus, it 
has to be said, is a man above and beyond 

reproach, he is integrity personified. A paragon of 
virtue. No scandal surrounds his life; there are no 

skeletons lurking in the cupboard; in computer 
speak, what you see is what you get!

Yes, it was flour alright, but it was ‘fine’ flour – 
that is, his life is one that was perfectly balanced! 

There was no roughness or coarseness in the 
flour, it was free from all lumps, it was the same 

texture throughout. That’s a clear indication of the 

evenness of the life of Jesus; every fibre of his 
being was ‘fine’, in the best use of that word.

We read elsewhere that ‘grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ’—now, you know and I know that 

some men have grace but very little truth, others 
have truth but precious little grace! Jesus, 

however, is significantly unique – he has both in 
equal measure.

I’m sure it’s appropriate for us to recall that Jesus 
saw himself as the Bread of heaven, as a Corn of 

wheat—the sweet psalmist of Israel reminds us it 
was the ‘finest of the wheat’.

Then, did you see what happened next? We 
read, again in verse 1, that ‘he is to pour oil on it.’ 

This speaks to us of the anointing on his life. I’m 
sure most of us realise that oil in the Bible is 

frequently used as a symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
That means, just as the oil was poured upon the 

fine flour and remained there, so at his baptism in 
the River Jordan, the Holy Spirit came upon 

Jesus and abode there.    
He had the hand of God resting upon him in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. To a seasoned 
campaigner it was always apparent that God was 

with him. He was anointed for every kind of 
ministry that God planned for him; every step he 

took was under the guiding influence of the Spirit 
of God—it seems to me that Jesus lived and 

moved as someone under divine control.
There’s another remarkable insight in verse 4 

where we discover that the grain offering, when 
baked in an oven, was to be ‘made without yeast 

and mixed with oil.’ To me, that speaks of the 
uniqueness of the life of Jesus. It takes us right 

back to the incarnation where he was conceived 
of the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary. Technically 
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speaking, the Lord Jesus had no human father, 
Joseph was merely his earthly guardian parent.

Just as the oil mingled with all of the flour, there 
was not a single part of his humanity that was not 

touched or influenced by his deity—this is the 
God-man! And that explains why Paul speaks 

with astonishment and wonder of the ‘mystery of 
godliness, God manifest in flesh’. To me, this is 

the wow-factor when it comes to the Son of God 
who is the Son of Man.

Again, here’s something else to thrill your heart—
in verse 2 we also note that the ‘priest shall take 

a handful of the fine flour and oil, together with all 
the incense.’ A reference there to frankincense 

which speaks of the sheer beauty and 
pleasantness of the life of Christ.  

When frankincense is touched by fire it goes up 
and fills the air with a delightful fragrance. A 

sweet aroma! Here is a glimpse of the moral glory 
of Jesus Christ; in today’s murky world when 

morality has plummeted to an all-time low, there’s 
just something about him that catches the eye, he 

is strikingly beautiful, altogether lovely, One 
whose name is as ointment poured forth. He 

always left a lasting impression—and your first 
impression was no different!  

There is also the thought of the tests and trials 
which he endured; he was often in the furnace of 

affliction yet they served to bring out the best in 
him and, again, they showed the excellence of 

his nature. He sparkles; O, the glorious wonder of 
his person! He is matchless!

No fewer than five times do we read that this 
offering is to be ‘without yeast’. Yes, that is a 

powerful reminder of the sinlessness of his life. 
Yeast or leaven speaks of evil and of that which 

defiles. So far as Jesus is concerned, he was free 
of all sin; there was nothing corrupt about him. 

You can shine the torchlight into every corner of 
his life and he comes out unscathed, untarnished. 

There are no shades of grey with him. He was 
perfect in all his ways, in all his words, and in all 

his works!
Down near the end of the chapter in verse 11, we 

read: ‘you are not to burn any yeast or honey in 
an offering made to the Lord by fire.’ There’s 

another ingredient that is a definite no-no for this 
offering—honey is not permitted! That shows 

something of the humility of the life of Jesus 
Christ.

Let’s face it, most of us enjoy a taste of honey—it 
is sweet to the palate. For all of us, our reputation 

is one of those things that we cherish and guard 
most of all – we don’t take it kindly when 

someone mars our reputation or smears our 
character. Well, Jesus made himself of no 

reputation—he became the servant of one and 
all.

Honey is also produced by the creature—even a 
cursory glance at the life and ministry of Jesus 

tells us that not one word, not one thought, not 
one step was mastered by human invention or 

engineered by human intelligence. I love that 
about my Saviour Jesus – it was God working in 

him and through him to bless others.
Essentially, honey is produced for self—nothing 

could be further from the truth when it came to 
the sacrificial death of Jesus on a cross at 

Calvary. He did it all for me and you—he was 
there in our place. He didn’t die an atoning death 

for his own sin, rather, it was for yours and mine!
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The final thought here is found in verse 13 where 
we read: ‘Season all your grain offerings with 

salt.’ That is a timely reminder of the 
incorruptibility of the life of Jesus Christ. Three 

times the salt is mentioned in the space of one 
verse—that shows how mega important it really 

is. Salt preserves, it prevents something from 
going to corruption.  

Every word that he uttered was seasoned with 
salt, every conversation in which he participated 

was sprinkled with salt—the massive influence of 
his life was not like salt that had lost its taste. He 

touched people, and they were never the same 
again!

Two, the distinctiveness of the offering.  
It is fascinating to discover that this offering could 

be offered in 3 different ways: one, it could be 
burned on the altar in verse 2; two, it could be 

baked in an oven in verse 4; three, it could be 
cooked in a pan in verse 7.

Let’s unpack each of them, one at a time: if the 
offering was burned upon the altar, that typifies 

the judgment of God at the place called Calvary. 
Yes, the hand of God took him and put him upon 

a cross.  
When the offering was placed in an oven that 

represents the darkness of Calvary—the door 
was shut and no one saw what went on in the 

blackness when the heat was so intense. That 
reminds me of the old song: None of the 

ransomed ever knew, how deep were the waters 
crossed, nor how dark was the night the Lord 

passed thru’, ere he found the sheep that was 
lost.      

When the offering was cooked in a pan, we are 
reflecting on the fierceness of Calvary. It would 

sizzle under the hot flame—O, the fulness and 
the fury of the anger and wrath of a just and holy 

God.  
Three, the distribution of the offering.

This was divided into two, there was God’s part 
and the priest’s part. The handful on the altar was 

for God, this was his sacred portion. That he 
enjoyed feasting on the person and work of his 

Son is patently obvious, it brought eternal 
pleasure to his heart.

The remainder was for the priests and they would 
enjoy it inside the curtained wall of the 

Tabernacle, we know that from Leviticus 6:15. It’s 
worth noting that God and the priests both 

feasted on the same grain offering—the bottom 
line is that none but Christ can satisfy ... all that 

thrills my soul is Jesus, says the old hymn!
In the holy place, surrounded by emblems that 

spoke so vividly of Jesus Christ, the priest would 
savour the grain offering. It pays eloquent tribute 

to a sovereign Lord, it is a reminder to a covenant 
God of the promises he has made to us, and it’s 

an ideal response to the overtures of a generous 
Creator.

That’s what fellowship and communion is all 
about. We are called to a banquet—we are 

invited to a feast not to a funeral ... let’s enjoy 
Him for who he is, he has furnished for us a table 

on our wilderness journey.
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