
Say ‘Amen’ to Jesus (2)      
Psalm 8; Matthew 6:9-13 

We’re thinking again on what we often call 
the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6.  I don’t 

know about you but, for me, the two hardest 
parts of prayer are: (1) how do I get in to it 
and (2) how do I get out of it. 
In other words, how do you do both in such 

a way that you know going in that God will 
hear you ... and you know going out that 
God did hear you. 

That’s where this prayer excels – it’s a 
model prayer; you see, it gives us an 
excellent framework to build our prayers 
around; this is the Lord Jesus showing us 

how to do it!  I read recently that the golfer 
Jack Nicklaus goes to his coach every year 
with the same message: ‘Teach me how to 

play golf!’  It’s going back to basics! 
Sometimes, we need to go back to the 
foundations, and say: ‘Lord, teach us to 
pray!’  

I want us to think on the first phrase in the 
prayer – ‘our Father in heaven.’  Don’t be 
like 3-year-old Emily, she was having a little 

difficulty praying these words, so she said: 
‘Our Father who does art in heaven.’  When 

we utter those wonderful words, we are 
coming before him as trusting children.   

Here is a God who can always be trusted, a 
God who can be relied upon, a God on 
whom we can depend, a God whose word is 

his bond – even in our moments of doubt 
and fear and uncertainty, even when we feel 
we’ve blown it big time, we can still come 
close to him. 

That’s where our focus ought to be from the 
outset!  Most of the time I start with the first 
person pronoun; I launch into a shopping list 

of what I want God to do: ‘Lord, I want you 
to give me this, I want you to bless me; I 
need you to do this for me.’   
The first thing Jesus does is give us a 

grammar lesson!  That’s not how we begin!  
You see, prayer is not about you – prayer is, 
first and foremost, all about him!     

‘Our Father’ – those two words send a 
shiver down the spine.  Here is the God who 
brought something out of nothing on the 
morn of creation, he’s the one who runs the 

entire show from beginning to end, he’s the 
God whose finger is always on the button, 
he’s the God who misses absolutely nothing 

– so big, so high, so mighty – and, yet, so 
approachable … through the eye of simple 
faith, we say ‘our Father’.     



That wasn’t always the case – there was a 
time in your life and mine when we were 

estranged from God.  The turning point 
came when we came as sinners to Jesus – 
that momentous day when we knelt at the 

cross of Calvary and gave our lives over to 
Jesus Christ.   
We were afar off, but he brought us near – 
we were on the outside, but he took us in … 

matchless, extravagant grace! 
As a consequence of all that has happened in 
us and to us, we enjoy a wonderful sense of 

intimacy with the Almighty God: we don’t 
have to see him as someone way out there, 
someone far away, even someone remote 
and distant.   

We don’t see him only as a transcendent 
God – that he is; but he’s up-close, he’s 
relational, he’s a God who specialises in the 

personal touch; and we can address him as 
‘Father’.  He’s mine, he’s yours! 
We cry ‘abba’ – it simply means, papa!  
Wow!  This is something totally new for no 

Jewish person under the old covenant ever 
called God ‘Father’.  The wonderful part of 
that was their healthy reverence for a holy 

God, the sad part was their distance from 
God.  To them, the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob was unreachable, untouchable, 

unknowable – certainly not someone with 
whom ordinary people could share a vital 

relationship and enjoy sweet communion. 
What a tremendous difference there is when 
you cross over the threshold into the New 

Testament!  You can’t get past Matthew 
before you’re introduced to something brand 
new – God as Father is no longer seen as 
national, it is now individual and personal.   

The word ‘Father’ occurs 17 times in the 
Sermon on the Mount alone – in the four 
Gospels, Jesus refers to God as Father more 

than 70 times! 
The mega question is, what made the 
difference?  The cross of Jesus – the veil 
was rent in two, a new way was opened up, 

and as the redeemed people of God, we can 
now call God, ‘Our Father’.  You don’t have 
to wait until you have a Ph.D. in prayer to 

be able to come to him and say, ‘Father’.  
What an awesome privilege.   
To call God ‘Father’ is a term of rich 
endearment and loving trust, it shows our 

total dependence upon him; it’s what a little 
child would call his father – daddy!  It’s 
what Jesus would have called Joseph back 

in the carpenter’s shop in Nazareth.   
I love that – it shows our bonding with our 
Father is real, it has a genuine ring to it.  



Father God!  There’s nothing presumptuous 
about it, no hint of arrogance either – it has 

warmth, it’s real!   
[And what are fathers for – they’re there to 
provide for us, to pardon us, and to protect 

us … more about that in the next few days!] 
Well, it doesn’t matter what our past was 
like, and it doesn’t matter what’s going on in 
your life right now, if we know Jesus as 

Lord and Saviour, the unchanging truth is 
this: God is our Father – and we love him!  
And he loves us! 

Charles Wesley expressed it like this: ‘My 
God is reconciled, His pardoning voice I 
hear, He owns me for his child, I can no 
longer fear, With confidence I now draw 

nigh, And “Father, Abba Father,” cry.’ 
‘Our Father’ tells me who he is; ‘Our Father 
in heaven’ tells me where he is!  He’s out of 

this world – you see, when the Lord Jesus 
mentions the place where God resides, it 
puts a different spin on it.  Our Father is in 
heaven!  He’s the God of infinity!  The earth 

is his footstool and he is a God of majesty 
and might who is worthy of our worship.   
He is the glorious King, surrounded by the 

angelic host.  He sits on the throne and at his 
right hand shines his Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  All the creatures of glory minister to 

the Lord … think of it, and yet, this is the 
same God who longingly craves for our 

fellowship, who delights in our company.   
He is the exalted God of glory, he is the God 
of unimaginable awesomeness.  He’s one 

who is uniquely different and above all … 
and, yet, we know him, we love him, and he 
is our heavenly Father.  A Father with a big, 
generous heart – a heart of unconditional 

love.  That says a lot about grace, 
marvellous grace, miraculous grace.  Grace 
that is greater than all our sin! 

And, so, when we wonder: ‘Where is God 
when bad things happen to good people’ – 
we can answer that nagging question from 
the vantage point of God’s throne.  Where is 

God when you watch the waves of injustice 
roll over the shores of our court rooms?  
Where is God when you hear the winds of 

terrorism blowing through the walls of 
freedom?  Where is God when innocent 
babies die and guilty criminals go free?   
Well, the answer is right here – he’s in 

heaven; he has not moved!  Nothing escapes 
his notice; there is not a question he cannot 
answer; there is not a prayer he does not 

hear; there is not a problem he cannot solve, 
and there is not a wrong that in his time will 
not be made right. 



That is what is meant when we come to him 
as trusting children and say: ‘Our Father in 

heaven …’  It’s the next phrase – ‘hallowed 
be your name’ – that we want to meditate on 
right now.  That suggests, as we enter into 

the Lord’s near presence and, by faith, reach 
out and touch the throne of grace, that we do 
so as reverent worshippers.  All because we 
care about our Father’s reputation.   

He is our Father, our heavenly Father; and, 
right here, he is our ‘holy’ Father, for that’s 
the thought behind the old-fashioned word 

‘hallowed’.  
We have the invitation in Psalm 96:9 to 
‘worship the Lord in the splendour [or 
beauty] of his holiness.’  There is nothing 

cold or rigid or austere about God’s holiness 
– rather, it is attractive and lovely.  And so, 
at the outset of this prayer, we are compelled 

to acknowledge God’s bright and burning 
holiness.  But ... as we draw near, we have 
to do it God’s way and only on God’s terms!  
Let me illustrate … 

Ever seen anyone struck dead during a 
worship service?  I haven’t, but it has 
happened!  Recall Nadab and Abihu, the two 

sons of Aaron in Leviticus 10, they were 
priests in the Tabernacle?   

The people were having a marvellous time 
of worship, it was a real good celebration, a 

kind of praise party; that same day, these 
fellas got too big for their boots and tried to 
offer to the Lord something that was 

unacceptable – the outcome was swift ... zap 
... two dead men on the desert sand.   
Much the same happened to Uzzah in 1 
Chronicles 13; God’s people were moving 

the ark of God’s presence to Jerusalem on an 
ox cart.  When the oxen stumbled, Uzzah 
thought God needed his help, so he reached 

out his hand to steady the ark of the 
covenant.  The Bible says that God was so  
incensed that Uzzah perished. 
The abiding lesson we learn from these two 

stories is that, yes, we can approach God, 
but it has to be with a clear awareness of 
who God really is – he is holy!   

And because he is pure, he will not allow his 
name to be tarnished, nor will he stand back 
and permit his name to be sullied in any 
way.   

The best intentions and the brightest ideas 
do not impress a holy, holy, holy God – you 
read Isaiah 6, even the angels around the 

throne recognise that.  They stand in awe of 
him.  Our God is not a warm glow, like the 
dying embers on a hearth.  He is a 



consuming fire, one who is ‘majestic in 
holiness’ (Exodus 15:11). 

It’s a fact that God is holy – it’s equally true 
to say that everything associated with him is 
holy.  His law is holy, and so is his promise.  

His ways, his words, his works, and his 
wrath are holy.  His priests are holy.  His 
day is holy.  Even his people are holy, in the 
sense that we are set apart by him and for 

him.   
You see, it all makes sense when we realise 
that God does what he does because he is 

who he is.  There is nothing about God that 
is not holy.  It all ties in with Psalm 103:1 
where we are encouraged to ‘praise his holy 
name.’ 

He is Jehovah Jireh, the God who provides.  
He is El Shaddai, the Mighty God.  He is the 
Holy One, the Everlasting Father.  He is the 

Maker and the Redeemer.  He is the Hiding 
Place, the Shepherd, and the Rock.  Any 
divine name, and you can take your pick, 
God is who his name is because he does 

what his name says.   
The man who penned Rock of Ages, hit the 
nail on the head when he wrote: ‘When we 

in darkness walk, Nor feel the heavenly 
flame, Then is the time to trust our God, And 
rest upon his Name.’ 

No wonder we say with Jeremiah: ‘No one 
is like you, O Lord, you are great, and your 

name is mighty in power’ (10:6).  Or we 
sing with David in Psalm 8:1, ‘O Lord, our 
Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 

earth.’  Or we shout with the seraphim in 
Isaiah 6:3, ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
Almighty, the whole earth is full of his 
glory.’   

This was the wonderful truth that burned in 
the heart of William Carey – it led him to 
embrace the motto: ‘attempt great things for 

God and expect great things from God.’   
Carey was gripped with the thought that his 
God was a God of untarnished glory.  Carey 
kept his eye on the finish line – a day when 

the glory of the Lord would cover the earth 
like the waters covered the sea. 
Let’s get down to the nuts and bolts of this 

line in the model prayer – ‘hallowed be your 
name.’  What does it mean for God’s name 
to be hallowed?  It doesn’t mean that God 
can become any more holy than he is – he is 

already 100% holy.   
So when we ask God to hallow his name, 
we’re actually asking him to do something.  

We want him to glorify himself – God is 
hallowed whenever he shows that he is the 
Holy One.  All we are doing is asking him to 



reveal that he is exactly who he is.  We’re 
inviting him to live up to his name, to do 

what he does best, to magnify himself in all 
the earth. 
God does that in your life and mine when he 

uses us to grow his church and extend his 
kingdom of light.   
When we tell others about him, when we 
declare his greatness, when we lead 

someone to faith in Christ, when we are the 
real McCoy, when there is a buzz in our 
relationship to Jesus, that's when the name 

of the Lord is lifted high, and our God is 
exalted – he is thrilled to bits for he knows 
that every bit of the glory bounces back to 
him.  That’s when his name is hallowed! 

If we’re going to impact our world and 
influence our generation for Jesus Christ, we 
need to ask God to make us holy; holy in 

our actions, in our words, in our thoughts, in 
our emotions, in our worship, in everything 
– as people look at us, we want them to see 
a genuine replica of a God who is thrice 

holy.   
It seems to me that one reason God leaves 
us here after we are saved is so that we can 

hallow his name before a lost and dying 
world.  The Puritan Thomas Watson said: 

‘When our lives shine, his Name shines in 
us.’   

The saintly pastor from Dundee, Robert 
Murray McCheyne, prayed: ‘O God, make 
me as holy as it is possible for a redeemed 

sinner to be.’  Not long afterwards, he wrote 
in his journal: ‘A holy man is an awesome 
weapon in the hand of a holy God’ … and 
he’s right.   

I think we can take heart, for this is a prayer 
that God intends to answer.  We know from 
Isaiah 59:19 that God’s plan is to reveal 

more and more of his perfection until the 
whole earth is full of his holiness – we read: 
‘from the west, men will fear the name of 
the Lord, and from the rising of the sun, 

they will revere his glory.’ 
You see, when it comes to worship and 
service, we come before him with a spirit 

and an attitude of reverence – he is God, and 
his name is holy.   
The hymn penned by Timothy Dudley 
Smith says it ever so well: ‘Tell out my soul, 

the greatness of his Name, Make known his 
might, the deeds his arm has done; His 
mercy sure, from age to age the same; His 

holy name – the Lord, the Mighty One.’ 
‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name …’ 


