
Let’s talk about Jesus (3) Leviticus 3

It seems to me that most of us want to be 
deliriously happy—well, God has a different 

agenda, his principal aim for you and me is that 
we be holy! That’s what we discover when we 

unpack the treasures in the book of Leviticus.  
Holiness isn’t a luxury, it’s a necessity. It was 

Jonathan Edwards who said: ‘He who sees the 
beauty of holiness sees the greatest and most 

important thing in the world.’ Eight times on the 
pages of Scripture we are exhorted to actively 

pursue holiness – the plumbline is that God is 3 
times holy. A holy man is a whole man!

One of the ways it can be achieved and attained 
is when we focus our thinking on Jesus Christ; 

it’s when we see him with 20/20 vision, he is the 
example par excellence ... that’s why in our 

series of 5 studies on the Levitical offerings, I 
have called it: Let’s talk about Jesus!  

Just before we launch into our present study on 
the peace offering, let me point out: the book of 

Leviticus explains five basic themes that relate 
to the life of holiness: one, a holy God; two, a 

holy priesthood; three, a holy people; four, a 
holy land; and, five, a holy Saviour. You can dip 

into these at your leisure.
The first three offerings are classified as 

voluntary offerings, or sometimes called ‘sweet 
savour’ offerings. They speak to us of the 

Godward side of Calvary and underline the 
preciousness of his atoning sacrifice.  

In the burnt offering we see the fulness of his 
devotion for he gave 100%; in the grain or meal 

offering we are impressed with the flawlessness 
of his devotion; and, here, in the peace or 

fellowship offering, we are bowled over with the 
fruitfulness of his offering.

The old gospel song says it all: I hear the words 
of love, I gaze upon the blood, I see the mighty 

sacrifice, and I have peace with God.
Turn with me then to Leviticus chapter 3 and 

think first of all on: 
the foundation of the offering.  

We read in verse 2 that ‘he is to lay his hand on 
the head of his offering and slaughter it at the 

entrance to the Tent of Meeting. Then Aaron’s 
sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood against 

the altar on all sides.’
We know from verses 1-5 that the peace 

offering may consist of a cow or a bull, or a 
sheep in verses 6-11, or even a goat in verses 

12-16. The sex of the animal was of no 
consequence on this occasion – it could be 

either a male or female. So, there was an 
element of choice; but there was no room for 

manoeuvre when it came to the condition of the 
animal—again, in verse 6, it had to be ‘without 

defect’. In other words, there may be a rich 
variety in what we offer to the Lord, but 

whatever we bring, it must be nothing but the 
best!

The very first thing the priest did even before 
the animal was offered to the Lord was to take 

the poured out blood and sprinkle it upon the 
altar and round about the altar.  

You see, peace can only be ministered through 
the blood – there is no other way, this is the sole 

foundation of our acceptance by a holy God. 
This is the basis of our being reconciled with 



God, it is the surety which guarantees our ability 
to come in from the cold into the warm glow of 

his intimate presence.  
The all-important fact is this: the man who 

preaches the message of the cross and glories 
only in the cross will have to make much of the 

precious blood of Jesus Christ. He will, of 
necessity, exalt it; he will gladly and humbly 

extol its virtue; he will sincerely expound its 
value ... that is, any preacher worth his salt will 

make everything of the blood of the Lamb for 
sinners slain.  

Ah, this is pardoning blood! Once we were far 
away, now we are brought near; at one time we 

were out on the mountains wild and bare, now 
we are safe in the heart of Jesus. We are 

pardoned for he has paid in full the price to 
procure and secure our eternal salvation. Says 

the gospel hymn: On Calvary’s brow my Saviour 
died, ’Twas there my Lord was crucified, ’Twas 

on the cross he bled for me, and purchased 
there my pardon free.

And, it’s powerful blood! Every sin is gone – 
gone for time, gone for good, gone for ever, 

gone down into the depths of the sea, gone as 
far as the east is from the west! The big 

question is: what can wash away my stain ... the 
mighty answer is: nothing but the blood of 

Jesus!  
And, yes, it’s also purchasing blood! We have 

been bought with a price, we have been 
redeemed from the slave market of sin. Thank 

God, it’s precious blood!  It’s worth and its value 
are incalculable – you can’t put a price on the 

blood of Jesus. It’s worth more than acres of 
diamonds. It is inestimable, but it is sufficient for 

you and for me. O precious is the flow, that 
makes me white as snow, no other fount I know, 

nothing but the blood of Jesus.
And, last, it’s peace-giving blood. This is the end 

result for we have peace with God, and as a 
special bonus, we have the peace of God in our 

hearts and minds. That’s the thought behind the 
word ‘shalom’ – there’s a genuine sense of well-

being in our relationship with God. We are at 
one with our God, we are in harmony with him.  

Says the gospel song: The peace I have in him, 
my Lord, Who pleads before the throne of God, 

The merit of his precious blood, Is more than 
tongue can tell.

The second major point in this study is: 
our identification with the offering 

and, again, we zoom in on verse 2. We read: 
‘He is to lay his hand on the head of his 

offering.’  
It is one thing to know the truth, it’s quite 

another matter to be identified with it! You see, 
the Hebrew man who placed his hand on the 

head of the animal was personally identifying 
himself with it. He was very conscious of the 

fact that the animal was a substitutionary 
sacrifice – it was going to die in his place!

Having placed his hand down heavy on the 
head of the animal, the one who offered it then 

had to kill it. He couldn’t stand back and be a 
spectator when someone else slaughtered it on 

his behalf ... no, he had to do it all himself. 
There’s a timely lesson there for all of us—true 

biblical worship can never be done by proxy!
In these days of superficiality, I believe there is 

a crying need for you and I to be identified with 
Jesus Christ in salvation. But that’s only for 
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starters – we need to hear his word and heed 
his command to be immersed in the waters of 

believers baptism; we need to pay more than lip 
service to his invitation to sit at his table around 

the breaking of bread; we need to be sold out 
for God with our all upon the altar—hey, we’re 

talking here about a life that is fully yielded to 
him. It’s all for Jesus!

The hymn writer penned these lovely words: My 
faith would lay her hand, On that dear head of 

thine; While like a penitent I stand, And there 
confess my sin.

Turn forward to chapter 7 where we have what 
is called the law of the peace offering. Here are 

the associations with the offering.
When we weave our way through the Old 

Testament scriptures we discover that peace 
offerings were widely used; actually, they 

featured at some momentous times in the 
history of God’s ancient people, they were also 

in evidence at some of the lowest points in 
Israel’s chequered career.  

That said, a quick look at chapter 7 indicates 
there were other aspects to it as well. First, in 

verse 12, it was used to express one’s 
thankfulness to the Lord. This was an act of 

celebration, a joyous recognition of the 
abundant goodness and faithfulness of God. 

This was their way of saying ‘thank you’ to 
Jehovah, a token of appreciation to a God who 

rescued them and redeemed them.
As an aside, you will notice in verses 12-14 that 

the worshipper would bring a variety of cakes 
along with his thank offering. Some of them had 

yeast, some of them didn’t! One of the lessons 
we learn is this: no matter how near we are to 

Jesus, and no matter how dear he is to us, we 
can never perfectly thank God for Jesus and 

Calvary.  
Allied to that is the truth expressed in verses 

14-15 that ‘the meat of his fellowship offering of 
thanksgiving must be eaten on the day it is 

offered; he must leave none of it till morning.’ 
We can’t put off until tomorrow what the Lord 

expects of us today! Worship him today! Don’t 
miss the moment! Seize the opportunity and, 

remember, you can’t sit at the cross and be 
dumb! A saved people should be a thankful 

people.
The peace offering is also closely associated 

with the sealing of a vow, we note that from 
verse 16. It’s easy to make a vow and say, ‘I’ll 

do this, or that, or something else.’ It’s another 
matter when it comes to putting it into practice in 

the rough and tumble of everyday life.  
Hannah did it in relation to young Samuel, the 

Nazirites did it in relation to a chosen lifestyle, 
David vowed that he would not sleep until he 

had found a dwelling-place for God.  
Again, here’s a ginormous challenge for every 

one of us: let’s be real in our walk with God, let’s 
be transparent in our relationships with one 

another, let’s not talk the talk and slip up when it 
comes to walking the walk—we are to be men 

and women who go through with God when it 
comes to our level of commitment.  

Another scenario is presented in verse 16 when 
it talks about a ‘freewill offering’. Such an 

offering is what it says it is—it comes with no 
strings attached, no attempt to curry favour, no 

hidden agenda—it’s purely a tangible 
expression of spontaneous love and devotion.  
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It’s the kind of thing we should often do—it 
doesn’t take much to say ‘thank you’ or ‘Lord, 

we love you and appreciate you so much.’ It’s 
freewill because we want to do it, even when we 

don’t have to do it!
Maybe the reason this offering is often referred 

to as the fellowship offering is because it was an 
integral part of a meal, a meal usually shared 

with family and friends. It was also an occasion 
where God was central—he is seen as the host, 

and we are his honoured guests!  
In no way does this bring God down to our level, 

rather it lifts you and I to a higher plane; it brings 
a totally new dimension into our relationship 

with him. The God of majesty who thunders 
from Sinai is the very same God who thrives on 

sharing moments of intimacy with his people. 
This is one of those outstandingly special friend-

with-friend encounters.
It shouldn’t surprise us but what we have here in 

the peace or fellowship offering is a shadow of 
things to come! The community of believers that 

Dr Luke spoke of at the end of Acts 2 is 
characterised in ways that blow away the 

cobwebs from anything done by rote or ritual.  
It’s a refreshing, invigorating picture of what the 

Lord intends every church to be – a people 
gathered together in his name to worship only 

him.  
Nothing stiff or starchy there ... actually, the 

various elements of Leviticus 7 are enshrined in 
that picture of the first century church. There 

was a genuine concern for the poor and 
dishevelled in the wider community, there was a 

keen desire to meet as often as possible in the 
house of God, they shared a delicious meal 

when they had opportunity so to do, and there 
was a fair bit of lively worship as they praised 

the Lord.  
When we are at peace with God, we are often at 

peace with others, and more often than not we 
are at peace with ourselves. There’s an upward, 

an outward and an inward dimension to it—my 
friend, that’s why this offering is hugely 

important.  
In closing, let me say this: when we talk about 

the peace offering, it wasn’t only presented to 
the Lord as an act of thanksgiving for all their 

yesterdays; to say ‘thank you’ for showers of his 
blessing in the recent past; it was also forward-

looking, it was an upbeat expression of hope for 
God’s manifold blessing in the future.  

This is alluded to in Isaiah 25:6 where we read: 
‘On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare 

a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of 
aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of 

wines.’  
That’s what kept the people of Israel going on, it 

was the exciting prospect of sitting down one 
day at a banquet. That’s what fired their 

imagination, that’s what fuelled their hope. True 
for them, but no less real in our lives; for we 

look forward with John in Revelation 19 to the 
wedding supper of the Lamb. 

An eternity to feast on the delights of his love—
this is what fellowship is all about and it’s all 

because we are at peace with God. That’s why 
we can raise our voices and sing with Fanny 

Crosby: Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my 
Saviour am happy and blest; watching and 

waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, 
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lost in his love.  This is my story, this is my 
song, praising my Saviour all the day long.  

To you, I would say, Shalom!
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