
Say ‘Amen’ to Jesus (3)      
Isaiah 65:17-25; Matthew 6:9-13 

I’m sure most of us enjoy singing the great 
old hymn penned by Isaac Watts: ‘Jesus 

shall reign where’er the sun, Doth his 
successive journeys run; His kingdom 
stretch from shore to shore, Till moons shall 
wax and wane no more.’  If that opening 

stanza does nothing else, it points us in the 
direction of one powerful truth – Jesus is 
king!   

That’s a truth enshrined on the pages of 
Scripture – we find it over and over again in 
the Psalms, many of the prophets spoke of 
our Lord in a similar fashion – he is hailed 

as one who is sovereign.  Isaiah, for 
example, had the awesome privilege of 
seeing the King in all his incomparable 

beauty. 
In a crazy, mixed-up world, the truth that 
sounds out from the word of God is this: our 
God reigns.  We read that he is ‘the King for 

ever and ever, the great King over all the 
earth, he has established his throne in 
heaven and his kingdom rules over all’ – 

that’s just a sample of verses from the 
Psalms.   

I love the way David expressed it in 1 
Chronicles 29:11, ‘Yours, O Lord, is the 

kingdom.’ He is the Anointed One, the one 
whose right it is to rule and reign – it’s all 
about the exaltation of Christ. 

In fact, tucked away at the end of Daniel 4 is 
a choice phrase – it’s when Nebuchadnezzar 
acknowledges that God is very much in 
control and he says that ‘heaven rules’.  

Again, that tells me that God has his finger 
on the pulse of global affairs – he has his 
hand on the international community.   

Nothing happens by chance, nothing takes 
him by surprise – he sees all things and he 
knows all things.  God is not a passenger in 
the car, he’s in the driving seat! 

‘Your kingdom come’ … three simple words 
that open up a vista of global and eternal 
significance; at the end of the day, it’s all 

down to priorities and perspective.  It’s not 
my kingdom, it’s his kingdom. 
Such a glorious truth enables us to see 
events on earth through the lens of eternity, 

we see circumstances unfolding around us 
from the vantage point of God’s throne.  
True for Isaiah in chapter 6 of his book; no 

less true for old-man John in Revelation 4 
and 5.   



And what a mega difference that makes – 
that gives us a real reason for living, it 

breathes confidence into our hearts.  It puts 
Romans 8:28 in context for we know this 
God is someone who can bring the best of 

times out of the worst of times. 
So far as the future is concerned, this is 
God’s big picture – at the end of time, there 
will be a literal kingdom on planet Earth.  

This is God’s program for the ages.  Yes, his 
kingdom will come – and this prayer will 
then be answered in all its fulness.   

A new day is dawning when the ‘glory of 
the Lord will cover the earth like the waters 
cover the sea’ – then, it will be Christmas 
Day every day for there will be ‘peace on 

earth and goodwill to all men’!  That’s the 
difference Jesus makes when he rules and 
reigns!   

The future is then your friend when Jesus is 
your king.  Because ‘blessing abounds 
where’er he reigns, the prisoner leaps to 
lose his chains’ ... the supremacy of Jesus 

Christ.   
In that sense there is a prophetic slant to this 
most noble request, ‘your kingdom come’ – 

it is strikingly relevant for tomorrow’s 
world.  We know from John in Revelation 

11:15 that one day the resounding 
declaration will be heard that ‘the kingdom 

of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for 
ever and ever.’  A golden age, 1000 years of 

Jesus rule. 
It’s worth noting that this was the dream of 
the saints in the Old Testament era – this 
was their aspiration, you read Daniel 2:44 

and Isaiah 9:6-7; they fervently longed for 
the kingdom to come.  We know Malachi 
closes and God’s people are left sitting in 

the waiting room twiddling their thumbs, 
still wondering when their king will come. 
Then, one day, in God’s perfect timing, the 
King came – he was born in the royal city of 

Bethlehem, born to reign on David’s throne, 
born king of the Jews.  His name is Jesus.   
We know what happened within weeks of 

his birth; Herod sent soldiers on a search 
and destroy mission, he was determined to 
root him out and get rid of him.  A madman 
tried to kill God’s king while he was still in 

the cradle.  He failed! 
That was only for starters – as the story of 
his life and ministry progressed, things were 

on the up, there were many positive signs, 
he was treated like a king by some of the 



locals – the crescendo of their praise 
reached a climax when Jesus rode into 

Jerusalem on the back of a donkey.   
On that first Palm Sunday they gave him the 
green carpet treatment, it was a royal 

welcome!  ‘Blessed is the king who comes 
in the name of the Lord,’ they chanted as 
they waved their palm branches.   
That was fine, but the people failed to 

understand what kind of kingdom Jesus 
would establish – they missed the plot, as it 
were.  They misunderstood God’s plan – 

they looked for a military maestro who 
would liberate them from the occupied 
Roman army.  Well, God’s strategy was very 
different – his kingdom would not come by 

power and might, but through suffering and 
death.   
They also misunderstood the purpose of the 

kingdom – they were thinking of something 
political, but God’s aim was to conquer the 
real enemy of sin, death, and the devil – it 
was his intention to set up his kingdom in 

the hearts of ordinary people.   
And they misunderstood the progress of the 
kingdom – they thought it would come right 

away, which meant that their timing was off.  
It would take more than a few days for it to 

happen and they weren’t prepared to wait 
that long – before the week was out these 

same people were calling for Jesus to be 
executed.  People are fickle.  One minute, 
you’re a hero; the next, you’re reduced to 

zero, you’re a villain! 
If they misread the signs back then, it puts 
the pressure on us today to be sure to get it 
right – ‘your kingdom come’ is a bold 

reminder to each of us that it is God’s 
kingdom.   
We may see ourselves as a kind of spiritual 

elite, those into whom God has pumped a 
huge investment of grace and mercy – well, 
I don’t want to dishearten you, but the focus 
here isn’t on us – it’s on the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  He is centre stage!   
And he expects us to be nothing more and 
nothing less than loyal citizens … we’re not 

here to do our own thing, we’re not here to 
run our own lives, we’re not here to promote 
our own agenda, we’re here to be what he 
wants us to be and to do what he wants us to 

do.   
And so, when we pray ‘your kingdom 
come’, we are more or less handing the reins 

of our lives over to him.  We place our lives 
at his disposal.     



Jim Elliot recorded in his journal: ‘God is 
still on his throne, we’re still his footstool, 

and there’s only a knee’s distance between.’  
He went on: ‘That saint who advances on 
his knees never retreats.’  

God’s kingdom comes, therefore, in our 
hearts when we crown Jesus as Sovereign 
Lord of all – it’s when we give him the place 
he rightfully deserves, it’s when we 

acknowledge that he rules and reigns within, 
it’s when we say, ‘OK Lord, it’s over to you 
to do whatever you want to do with me.  I’m 

not my own, I belong to you – you’re the 
King, and I’m happy and content to be a 
loyal citizen of your kingdom.’   
This is part of what Jesus meant when he 

said in Luke 17:21, ‘the kingdom of God is 
within you.’  We can break it down even 
further and say that heaven must be in us 

before we can be in heaven – God’s 
kingdom must be in us before we can be in 
God’s kingdom.  It is a deep work of grace 
in redeemed hearts. 

God’s kingdom comes every time a sinner 
repents and trusts Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour; his kingdom is extended every time 

the gospel of grace triumphs in the heart of 

an individual.  It began as far back as 
Pentecost and it’s been going ever since.   

I love that for it shows to us the incredible 
power of the story of God’s salvation – this 
is breathtaking, it is unstoppable.  This is 

what mission and ministry is all about – it’s 
seeing the rule and reign of Christ in the 
lives of people all around the world.  The 
kingdom comes – one person at a time! 

God’s kingdom comes as we live our lives 
to his glory – his kingdom may not be of 
this world, but it is certainly meant to come 

into this world.  It’s you and I doing what 
needs to be done, getting on with living life 
– and doing it for the sake of his royal 
honour.     

‘Your kingdom come’ is a stunningly simple 
request for any person to make, but the 
repercussions are eternal.  It comes about in 

our lives when we say, in the beautiful 
words of Miss Havergal: Take my heart, it is 
thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.  Pray: 
Reign in me, Sovereign Lord, reign in me! 

Before we go any further in our study, let’s 
recap, first of all; when we come before the 
Lord as trusting children, we say, our Father 

in heaven; when we draw near as reverent 
worshippers, we say, hallowed be your 



name; when we touch the throne of grace as 
loyal citizens, we say, your kingdom come; 

and, when we seek him as obedient servants, 
we say, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven – that’s at the end of verse 10. 

It’s worth noting that Jesus says nothing 
about the posture of prayer, how we do it; 
nor about the place of prayer, where we do 
it; nor about the time of prayer, is it AM or 

PM – all that matters is that we do it and 
that we make prayer a way of life. 
‘Your kingdom come’ zooms in on God’s 

program; ‘your will be done’ focuses on 
God’s plan. 
The last few words in that request raise the 
stakes to a new level; the implication is that 

God’s will is always done in heaven – what 
happens there is set before us as a 
benchmark.  That’s the gold standard – and, 

don’t forget, God is not in the habit of 
moving the goal posts.   
Unlike Wall Street or the Dow Jones, this 
does not rise or fall – it always stays the 

same – that is marvellously encouraging for 
it means that God doesn’t change his mind; 
he doesn’t say one thing today and then go 

out and do something different tomorrow – 
when it comes to God’s will, it is wrapped 

up in the character of one who is faithful 
and unchanging. 

We’re not talking here about the iron fisted 
rule of a despot dictator.  We’re talking 
about a God who wants nothing but the very 

best for his children. 
The Puritan pastor Richard Baxter was a 
mighty man of God, he used to write these 
words when he signed one of his books: 

‘Lord, what thou wilt, where thou wilt, and 
when thou wilt.’  That’s rather antiquated 
language for us to embrace in the third 

millennium – in today’s speak, it sounds like 
this: ‘Lord, whatever you want, wherever 
you want, and whenever you want it, that’s 
what I want!’   

That’s the huge challenge we all face today 
– are we willing to pray: ‘Father, it’s not 
what I want to do, it’s what you want to do.’  

David said in Psalm 40:8, ‘I delight to do 
your will, O God.’  Bobby Richardson 
played baseball with the New York Yankees, 
he’s a sporting legend, he expressed it like 

this: ‘Dear Lord, your will, nothing more, 
nothing less, nothing else.’ 
George Müller used to say that when we are 

praying, there are three things we need to 
ask ourselves: one, is this God’s work; two, 



is this God’s way; and, three, is this God’s 
time?  

For some people, prayer is like a spiritual 
parachute – you’re glad it’s there, but you 
hope you’ll never have to use it! 

That outlook is often seen in how we say 
these words: some say them with bitter 
resentment, they feel short-changed by God; 
others say them with an attitude of passive 

resignation – ‘Ah, whatever will be, will be.’   
When it comes to God’s will, there are some 
won’t go away facts that we need to 

remember: one, God knows all there is to 
know; two, God wants only the very best for 
his children; three, God keeps his eye on the 
big picture; four, God is aware of our DNA, 

so much so that he knows all about my 
personality group as well as my strong 
points and my weak points.  

Five, God may choose to lead us around but 
he’ll always lead us aright – yes, there will 
be hills and valleys on the journey of life; 
six, God won’t twist your arm behind your 

back but, ultimately, he’ll get you where he 
wants you to be; seven, God’s goal is for 
you and me to be moulded into the image of 

Jesus Christ. 

‘… as it is in heaven’ – a telling phrase.  
Can you imagine a work force comprised 

entirely of angels?  Not fallen angels, who 
hate God and his work, but perfect angels 
who always serve him with joyful praise.  

Angels on the payroll – it would be every 
employer’s dream!   
There are no slackers in heaven; angels 
never go on strike; they never demand a pay 

rise or hold out for more benefits.  They 
never call in sick, never show up late, never 
take long coffee breaks, never even 

complain.  Night and day, they work as well 
as they can, as fast as they can, and as 
cheerfully as they can. 
It seems to me that what makes angels such 

wonderful employees is that they always 
follow their instructions – they get a five 
star rating every time when it comes to 

performance.  We have echoes of their 
annual appraisal in Psalm 103:19-21!   
Angels are God’s best servants because they 
don’t talk back and they don’t fly around 

thinking they know better – whatever God 
says, their response is always, ‘your will be 
done’.  That’s the mindset – and that’s the 

reason why God’s will is always done in 
heaven! 



Over there it’s carried out completely, 
consistently, cheerfully, and constantly! 

Jesus moved on, however, to throw down 
the gauntlet for us lesser mortals – it’s ok in 
heaven, but it’s what happens down here on 

planet Earth that really counts.  This is one 
of those petitions that will be answered – 
just as God’s kingdom must come, so his 
will must be done.   

God’s will is seen in creation – we read in 
Revelation 4:11: ‘For you created all things 
and by your will they were created.’  God 

does what he wants to do among the nations, 
we read in Daniel 4:35, ‘he does as he 
pleases with the powers of heaven and the 
peoples of the earth; no one can hold back 

his hand or say to him: “What have you 
done?”’  In other words, the clay can’t say to 
the Potter – ‘You’ve got to do it my way!’   

The divine will is also seen in redemption – 
we were ‘chosen in him’ from before the 
world began, that’s Ephesians 1:5.  God’s 
will is to justify sinners by faith, and then 

sanctify them by his Word and Spirit – we 
know that from 1 Thessalonians 4:3.   
It is an integral part of God’s overall 

purpose to keep us safe and to ultimately 
take us home to glory, that’s John 6:39-40.   

At the end of time, it is God’s will to receive 
universal praise, for that is the moment 

when every knee will bow and ‘every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord’ (Philippians 2:10-11).  When that day 

comes and Jesus returns in power and glory, 
the will of God will be done on earth as it is 
now done in heaven.  It can’t fail, it won’t 
falter – it is sure and certain.  God says it, 

and we claim it – he’s a God who always 
delivers the goods! 
In the meantime, between here and there, 

God’s will is not always done on earth.  If it 
was, why would we need to pray for it?  
There’s no point in us wasting our breath, is 
there!  If God’s will was always done on 

earth, there would be no crime, no sin, no 
abortion, no gay lobby, no murder, no 
drunkenness, no abuse, no false doctrine, 

and so on.   
God is a God whose grace oozes from every 
pore in his body, but he isn’t someone who 
teases or taunts his children.  God’s eternal 

purpose and plan will not be thwarted, not 
once, not twice, not ever!  I’m glad to say 
that is set in unbreakable concrete, as it were 

– and God does not go back on his word. 



The problem we face is that we don’t always 
do what the Lord wants us to do – God says 

something in his Word and we run a mile in 
the opposite direction.  I reckon most of us 
have the Jonah syndrome lurking 

somewhere in our makeup!  Other times 
we’re a bit like Moses and we miss out 
because we blow the top once too often.   
There are those moments when we can 

easily identify with Peter, we suffer from 
that dreaded disease, foot in the mouth – big 
ideas, great intentions, soft heart, but we’re 

impulsive and inclined to act before we put 
our brain into gear.   
It’s about you and I being like clay in the 
hands of the Potter.  My main role is to bow 

and bend to his will, whatever that may be.  
It’s not the easy way, but it’s always the best 
way. 

There are so many illustrations in Scripture 
which paint a vivid picture of our inability 
to get it right first time – there’s a battle 
raging inside us.  Lucy told Charlie Brown: 

‘We learn more from our failures than from 
our successes.’  He replied: ‘Then that 
makes me the smartest person in the world.’  

Yes, we fail! 

We want to go God’s way, we want nothing 
but the Lord’s best, we are keen to surrender 

everything to him, but it’s a constant source 
of tension in our lives … God’s will and my 
will!   

We’re like Paul at the end of Romans 7 – the 
answer is only found when we recognise the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ and when we 
march forward in his triumph; but that’s a 

day by day commitment. 
We have a beautiful example of someone 
who always did the will of his Father – 

Jesus Christ.  For him it meant a life of total 
fulfilment; there was unsurpassed joy and 
undiminished pleasure.  There were many 
mountaintop moments of elation – it’s also 

true to say there were many dark days of 
agony and unspeakable loneliness.   
For him, it meant a cross – a Calvary – a 

place where he would bear the fierce fury of 
God’s anger as he carried the full load of our 
sin upon himself.   
He did it all because of that encounter in the 

Garden of Gethsemane when he yielded and 
said: ‘Father, not my will, but yours be 
done.’  For the Lord Jesus, doing God’s will 

on earth was paramount in his experience – 
nothing else mattered.  It was his bread and 



butter – doing God’s will was life itself.  
What an example! 

I have stood on the same stretch of sand at 
Palm Beach in Ecuador where Jim Elliot 
and four other young men were martyred in 

1956 as they sought to win the savage Auca 
Indians for Jesus Christ – he wrote in his 
journal: ‘He is no fool who gives what he 
cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.’   

The last verse of the hymn Trust and Obey 
says it all: ‘Then in fellowship sweet, we will 
sit at his feet, or we’ll walk by his side in the 

way; what he says we will do, where he 
sends we will go, never fear, only trust and 
obey.’ 
The evangelist D L Moody said one day: 

‘The sweetest lesson I have learned in God’s 
school is to let the Lord choose for me.’  It 
seems to me that prayer is a mighty 

instrument, not for getting man’s will done 
in heaven, but for getting God’s will done 
on earth.   
With that in mind, here’s something for you 

to mull over – the will of God will never 
lead you where the grace of God cannot 
keep you. 

Miriam Booth, daughter of General Booth 
of Salvation Army fame, said on her 

deathbed: ‘It is wonderful to do the Lord’s 
work, but it is greater still to do the Lord’s 

will.’  
‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven …’  


