
Songs of the Servant (4.4) ... Isaiah 53:7-9

We're back again this evening in Isaiah 53 where 
we are focusing on the fourth and final Servant 
Song of Jehovah. The first song is in Isaiah 42, 
the second in Isaiah 49, and the third in Isaiah 
50. 
A trilogy of poems which speak so powerfully and 
prophetically of the Lord Jesus Christ as the one 
who is the Suffering Servant of Jehovah. 
Seven hundred years before Jesus came into the 
world, God opened the eyes of Isaiah to see into 
the very heart of Christ’s saving work. And the 
heart of that redemptive work is someone dying 
in the place of another. We can put it like this:
The Messiah is pierced and crushed in our stead. 
The righteous in the place of the unrighteous. 
The loving shepherd in the place of the lost 
sheep. The exalted king in the place of the rebel 
subjects.  
All four songs highlight the meekness and mercy 
and majesty of the Servant - a Servant, as we 
have noted, who is also a Son and a Sovereign!   
You will recall from a few weeks back that we 
reflected on the Servant’s exaltation in the first 
stanza - Isaiah 52:13-15 … he is exalted because 
of his success in verse 13, he is exalted because 
of his suffering in verse 14, and he is exalted 
because of his service in verse 15; 
then, two weeks ago, we asked and answered 
the two questions found in the second stanza … 
that was in verses 1-3, which is all about the 
Servant’s rejection. Here is one who appeared to 
be insignificant, not important in verse 1 … he 

appeared to be a nobody, not a somebody in 
verse 2 … and he appeared to be a loser, not a 
winner in verse 3;
Last Wednesday we spoke on verses 4-6 and 
discovered they were all about the Servant’s 
passion … we saw that ‘he was wounded for our 
transgressions and [he was] bruised for our 
iniquities’ - yes, in the Lord Jesus, we have the 
Sinbearer, the Substitute, the Scapegoat, and the 
Saviour. Here is one who bore our sorrows in 
verse 4, he bore our suffering in verse 5, and he 
bore our sin in verse 6.
That’s why we often sing so joyfully the words of 
Charles Gabriel’s hymn: He took my sins and my 
sorrows, He made them his very own; He bore 
the burden to Calvary, And suffered, and died 
alone. How marvellous, how wonderful …!
The verses under consideration this evening are 
of huge importance. Here we catch a glimpse of 
what the Lord Jesus did do and did not do in the 
lead-up to Calvary - we see his actions and his 
reactions in the face of horrendous provocation. 
It’s not a case of Jesus biting his tongue and 
displaying a stiff upper lip when under assault 
from every angle - it’s more an example of self 
control, of real composure; it’s a restraint that is 
breathtakingly beautiful in the face of severe 
taunts from evil men - here is one man who 
swam against the tide of public opinion; one man 
who bucked the trend of sinful humanity; one 
man who never sought to retaliate in any way at 
any time. One man. The only man!



And that’s why the apostle, the one who often 
opened his mouth before putting his brain into 
gear, said what he did in 1 Peter 2:18-25 … Peter 
wrote of Jesus that he ‘did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth: who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but [he] committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously.’ 
That is Peter’s take on verses 7-9 in Isaiah 53! 
See what he does, he does it so terrifically well, 
he joins all the dots! A case of fulfilled prophecy! 
And it came to pass!
The punchline comes in the preceding verse, 
when he writes: ‘For even hereunto were ye 
called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his 
steps.’ 
Jesus certainly left us an example and, wow, it’s 
some example. The question is, What kind of an 
example did he leave? Well, it’s all here in this 
fourth stanza where we’re left in no doubt what it 
means to follow in his steps. He actually gives us 
an exemplary blueprint for our own lives … there 
are 3 main points:
1. He was submissive in his silence (7)
Solomon in his wisdom reminds us that there is a 
time to say something, and a time to say nothing 
(Ecclesiastes 3:7). That basic truth is illustrated in 
an inspirational way by the Lord Jesus right here 
in verse 7.
We often have something to say, there are times 
when we say too much, other occasions when we 
open our mouths and put our feet in - some of us 
like the sound of our own voice … not Jesus! He 

was different! See what it says specifically, two 
times over in verse 7, ‘he opened not his mouth.’
Think about it - it was often said of the Lord Jesus 
by those who listened to him in the synagogue or 
wherever that ‘no man ever spoke like this man.’ 
He was in a class of his own with what he said 
and how he said it. The other side of the coin is 
that no man ever kept silent like this man - if we 
are honest, not many of us can hold fire at the 
best of times; the question is, Who among us can 
keep our powder dry at the worst of times?   
If we lift the lid on verse 7, we notice rightaway 
that there are four things that happened to Jesus: 
one, he was ‘oppressed.’ That underlines the 
harsh, physical maltreatment he experienced at 
the hands of others. They had it in for him and 
were determined to give him a rough ride. 
It’s a word that is often used in the OT … it’s a 
graphic picture of what the Egyptian taskmasters 
did to make the life of the Hebrew slaves so very 
miserable. They demanded that they make bricks 
without straw! They piled the pressure on from 
dawn to dusk - in every sense, they cracked the 
whip, it was relentless; they knuckled down so 
hard on them that big, strong men buckled neath 
the load … brought them to a point where life was 
unbearable.
Jesus knew all about it - read the Gospel account 
for yourself, there we discover that his enemies 
continually stalked him, and finally captured and 
tormented him. Yes, he was oppressed. 
Two, he was ‘afflicted.’ That word implies treating 
someone with utter contempt, it has the idea of 
humiliating someone, belittling them, shaming 



them, treating them like dirt - it speaks of scorn, 
jest, mockery, ridicule, and derision. All of which 
the Lord experienced from day one of his public 
ministry. It peaked in that final week from Palm 
Sunday right up to Good Friday … he allowed 
himself to be afflicted - he humbled himself; all of 
that, and more, was the gall that Jesus sipped 
from a bitter cup.
Three, he was ‘led as a lamb to the slaughter.’ It’s 
worth pointing out that the slaughter doesn’t 
come until the next verse, verse 8 - here, he is 
just led to it. And that is a terrifying prospect. It is 
one thing to be oppressed and afflicted if you 
know that you will walk out of jail in a few hours 
into warm sunshine and blue skies. It is so very 
different if you know that the oppression and the 
affliction is but a prelude to the slaughter! 
Jesus knew all about it. He was conscious of all 
that was happening around him and to him. He 
was aware of his destiny. But, for him, there was 
no turning back because he delighted to do the 
will of God, even when it meant terrible suffering. 
His face was set like a flint to climb all the way up 
skull hill to Calvary - the redeemer was resolute, 
no matter the cost. 
Four, he was like ‘a sheep before its shearers.’ 
He was stripped of everything - his clothes, his 
dignity, his friends, his honour, his protection from 
on high - he was left with nothing! Bereft of all. 
Ah, no one has ever been as stark naked as 
Jesus on the Golgotha of Good Friday. No one 
has ever been as sheared of everything pleasant 
and beautiful, except love. A love for those he 

was willing to lay down his life for, those he came 
to seek and save. 
These four facts paint a horrifying picture of how 
much the Lord Jesus went through in our stead. 
This is no minimalist artistic impression of what 
Jesus encountered in life and in death - this is a 
brutal brushstroke on the canvas of Scripture, for 
it tells the true unvarnished story just like it is. No 
holds barred, no punches pulled.
Yes, that’s what they did to our blessed Lord and 
Saviour, our Rock and our Redeemer. But, did 
you notice how he responsed to each and every 
threat? He kept his counsel. He said nowt! Two 
times do we read that ‘he opened not his mouth’ 
and one time do we read that he was ‘silent.’ 
We see evidence of this from the gospel narrative 
in Matthew 26:62-63 when he was in a mock trial 
before Caiaphas; then, later that morning in Mark 
15:45 when he is brought before Pilate; then after 
a while in Luke 23:9 when Jesus appears before 
Herod … it’s all there in the biblical record. Jesus, 
the living Word, said nothing!
There’s no doubt about it, his response was truly 
an amazing majestic silence, he exemplified 
patience, and he showed an acceptance of the 
divine plan and purpose. Never once did he fight 
his corner, there were no verbal protests from 
him, he didn’t argue with them or attempt to shout 
them down; even when they badgered him and 
brutalised him, the Lord Jesus did not retaliate in 
any shape or form. His was not a guilty silence, it 
was golden. He suffered in silence. Here is one 
who is incomparable in every way, unique, like no 
other! 



Here’s a fascinating thought and I’m indebted to 
Simon, the local shepherd, for his insights on this 
point: we read that ‘he was led as a lamb to the 
slaughter’ (7) … from a shepherd’s perspective, 
when it comes to producing lambs, he has in 
mind a certain number that he wants to retain as 
replacements in the flock - ewe lambs, but all the 
rest are bound for the slaughterhouse. 
There is maybe a hint here of what happened in 
eternity past; an insight into God’s predetermined 
plan for Jesus, the Lamb of God (Acts 2:23) of 
which Peter spoke so fervently on Pentecost. 
Even before he was born, it was planned that he 
would go to the cross - he was, to quote John in 
Revelation 13:8, ‘the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world’ … at his birth, he was 
given the name ‘Jesus’ because he would be the 
Saviour of his people … 
the fact that Jesus as the Lamb was led to the 
place of death did not come as any surprise to 
the Father in heaven … so far as he is 
concerned, it’s all going according to plan!
The other picture is that of ‘a sheep before its 
shearers’ - the thought here is one of submission. 
I’m led to believe that as a shearer you can hold 
the sheep in a particular way with your legs, that 
they just sit, while you work around them to get 
wool off! Apparently, not all sheep play ball with 
you - they put up a bit of a fight and cause a fuss 
and that’s when life is made so much harder for 
the one doing the shearing!
So far as Jesus is concerned, he was a perfect 
example of submission - they manhandled him, 
but he let those doing the shearing get on with it. 

Here is the one who could’ve called ten thousand 
angels to come to his aid; never once did he bleat 
or make a scene - he was silent, knowing that he 
was in the safe and secure hands of his heavenly 
Father.
Just before we look at the next main point, let me 
say this - we have here a picture of Jesus as the 
sacrificial Lamb. Back in Genesis 22 and the 
story of Abraham and Isaac, it was a lamb slain 
for an individual; then in Exodus 12, on Passover, 
it was a lamb slain for a family; here in Isaiah 53 
the lamb is slain for a nation - 
see what’s happened for we’ve moved from one 
person, to one family, to one people group … if 
you fast forward and look at John 1:29 you will 
see that the ripples go out further, for the Baptist 
refers to the Lamb who takes away the sin of the 
world …
And that’s why in Revelation we hear triumphant 
chords of praise: because the Lamb wins, and he 
is worthy, and worshipped! For ever and ever …
2. He was submissive in his suffering (8)
The opening phrase intimates that ‘he was taken 
from prison and from judgment’ - that speaks so 
powerfully to the fact that his many trials were 
both unfair and unjust. His treatment was wrong 
from beginning to end. It was a kangaroo court. 
Talk about a miscarriage of justice, this was it!
The pertinent question is asked, ‘Who will declare 
his generation?’ That’s followed by a reason, ‘For 
he was cut off from the land of the living.’ He was 
led to the slaughter, then he was slaughtered! For 
that’s the meaning behind the words ‘cut off.’ The 
same turn of phrase is found in Daniel 9:26 for 



we read that ‘the Messiah shall be cut off.’ It has 
the idea of a violent death and generally refers to 
the death penalty. Jesus, as the Servant of the 
Lord was mercilessly executed, he is murdered, 
he is killed, with no offspring left behind.
In that day for someone to die childless signified 
that you were cursed by God and that your life 
was virtually useless. You’ve left nothing behind, 
no one to carry on the family name. There’s no 
legacy of any significance. 
The question asked, ‘who will declare’ - and that 
gets to the nub of the matter. The blunt truth is 
that none of his contemporaries gave it a second 
thought, they didn’t lose any sleep over it; no one 
from the top down was willing to retrace their 
steps in relation to this monumental injustice. No 
one sprang to his defence. He was on his own. 
From their vantage point, it was fait accompli. 
But that’s only part of the story, there’s more! We 
read, ‘for the transgressions of my people he was 
stricken.’ Ah, that’s the heart of the gospel of God 
- we deserved it, but he bore it instead. It was not 
for any sin which he had committed, because he 
was the spotless Lamb of God; it was for your sin 
and mine that he took the knockout punch of holy 
anger and wrath … that blow, which should have 
hit you and me, landed on him. Verse 5 says it all.
That explains why Paul summarised the gospel of 
grace with these simple words in 1 Corinthians 
15:3, ‘Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures.’ There’s a link back to what we have 
here, let me show you what I mean: 
‘Christ died’ - ties in with ‘he was cut off from the 
land of the living’ … ‘for our sins’ corresponds 

with ‘for the transgressions of my people’ … and 
‘according to the Scriptures’ harks back to these 
words in Isaiah 53:8, just as the prophet said 700 
years ago!
3. He was submissive in his shame (9)
The focus here is on the burial of the Lord Jesus. 
The text can read like this: ‘he was buried among 
the wicked rich.’ It’s another one of those Hebrew 
parallelisms. The Servant was a good man, yet 
he is buried with the wicked. He was a poor man, 
yet he is buried with the wealthy. In one sense, as 
we look at it, it should not have ended this way! 
He wasn’t given to violence in any shape or form, 
nor was he underhand in any of his dealings, not 
once did anything double-tongued come out of 
his mouth - he was blameless in his walk and 
talk, so both by word and deed his life should 
have turned out differently. That’s how we, from 
our human perspective, would see it! 
Ah, how different is the perspective of heaven. 
From a higher throne, the Father has a different 
take on it. And we’re so incredibly thankful for 
that! He died like a criminal, but was buried like a 
prince. That pays tribute to the providence of our 
sovereign God. 
You can read all about it in Matthew 27:57-59, 
where we meet Joseph of Arimathea in whose 
brand new tomb, in a floral garden, Jesus was 
buried. You see, back then if a man was hung on 
a cross and crucified, the Romans often left the 
dead body hanging there for all to see - a kind of 
roadkill, to be devoured by the birds and the wild 
animals. Eventually, officials would dispose what 
was left of the corpse in a common grave in the 



valley of Hinnom - and that place has history. You 
can check that out for yourselves. 
Instead of further humiliation being heaped upon 
him, Jesus was given the honour and dignity of a 
decent burial. Not for him the shame of being 
unceremoniously thrown into a garbage dump 
just south of Jerusalem’s walls, beyond Mount 
Zion. 
A poignant reminder that God’s ways are not our 
ways and that he always has the final say, both in 
life and in death. In reality, this was the first small 
step of his exaltation!  
When Bunyan’s pilgrim arrived at the cross and 
the burden of his sin rolled away, he could sing:
Blest cross! blest sepulchre! blest rather be, The 
Man that there was put to shame for me.
‘… But, we see Jesus, crowned with glory and 
honour, that he by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man … looking unto Jesus, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God …’
Here is one who is gentle and without guile, one 
who was submissive in his silence, submissive in 
his suffering, and submissive in his shame … 
next week is our final week and we shall look at 
verses 10-12 and the Servant’s Salvation!


