
Let’s talk about Jesus (4) Leviticus 4

Let’s talk about Jesus! I can’t think of anyone 
better to talk about, can you? He is the theme of 

our five studies in the early chapters of the book 
of Leviticus where the spotlight is shining on each 

of the offerings. Yes, we’re talking about Jesus, 
one offering at a time!

I’ve said it before, but it bears repeating: for many 
of us who enthusiastically fly the flag for God’s 

Word, who say with pride and a hefty dose of 
conviction that we love the Bible, this book is one 

that the majority of us have never read from 
cover to cover. It’s sad when we run out of gas 

and lack the stamina to keep plodding on, for 
that’s what it takes to conquer Leviticus!

Listen to this: I was taken aback to discover that 
among Jewish folks this was the first book in the 

Torah to which they introduced their children at 
school. Yes, they didn’t start with Genesis, or 

even Exodus, where every page is drenched in 
human drama and nail-biting scenes. They are 

full of compelling stories of such heroes as 
Abraham and Isaac, Jacob and Moses.  

Rather, they begin right here in the book of 
Leviticus! No blockbuster movies based on these 

chapters; not as far as I know, anyway! I don’t 
see too many Hollywood media moguls knocking 

on the door of this book! You see, this book is all 
about values, it’s about principles for life and 

living, it’s about doing the right thing in the right 
way—essentially, it’s about putting God first! 

That’s the perennial value of these chapters 
we’re reflecting on – it gives us a head-start on 

others; the logic is, teach the children timeless 

principles when they are young, then they will 
carry these golden truths over into adulthood!  

The first three offerings were entirely voluntary—
the burnt offering and the grain offering highlight 

our daily commitment to the Lord, the peace 
offering reminds us of our sweet communion with 

God.  
The final two offerings, the sin offering and the 

guilt or trespass offering speak of our cleansing 
from God. This is the prime reason why the Lord 

Jesus went all the way to an old rugged cross; 
they focus on the manward side of Calvary.

The key verse that links the old with the new has 
to be that penned by the preacher man, Paul. He 

pulled no punches when he declared in 2 
Corinthians 5:21 that ‘God made him who had no 

sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.’ Surely that 

tells us once and for all that God takes sin 
seriously.

That leads us into our first main point—
the sin offering was essential.  

I mean, there’s no point in beating about the 
bush, this offering is absolutely paramount. It’s 

one of those things that can’t be avoided or 
evaded, we can’t skirt around it and pretend we 

don’t need it. That’s living in cloud-cuckoo land, in 
a world of make-believe.  

You know and I know only too well that we are all 
dyed-in-the-wool sinners. Paul says as much in 

Romans 5:12 and Romans 3:23. There are no 
exceptions—every last one of us is standing in 

the dock and we’re guilty of sin and sinning. It’s 
true now; it was no less true back then when 



Israel was wandering round and round in circles 
in the wilderness.

We’re not sinners because we sin ... but we sin 
because we are sinners!

We have failed miserably, we have fallen far short 
of God’s high and holy standard, we have 

stepped out of line when it comes to God’s 
commands, we have stepped over the line 

because of our determination to go our own way 
and do our own thing.  

That’s what dear old Moses is underlining in 
verse after verse, after verse, in Leviticus 4 and 5 

... I mean, there is just no let-up, he goes at it 
hammer and tongs; there is no stone left 

unturned. The lasting impression is that we are in 
pretty bad shape. We have made a mess of our 

lives, we have blown it big time – hence the 
desperate need for a sin offering!

There are two phrases that pop up over and over 
again in chapter 4: the first, ‘when anyone sins 

unintentionally’ and, the second, ‘when they 
become aware of the sin they committed.’ In 

other words, ignorance is not bliss when it comes 
to sin! It may be the proverbial ‘slip of the tongue’ 

but that holds no credibility with God. I may not 
mean to do it, ‘it just happened’ we sometimes 

say—well, if that’s your first line of defence, 
you’re skating on dangerously thin ice. The 

baseline is we have no excuse!  
In chapter 5, verses 1-4, the Lord’s servant gets 

to the nub of the matter when he mentions three 
specific sins. All three are interlinked by the 

offender adopting a blasé kind of attitude; a 
careless, casual outlook when it comes to social 

and spiritual responsibilities.  

In verse 1 it is the matter of personal 
responsibility as it relates to others in the wider 

community. We read: ‘If a person sins because 
he does not speak up when he hears a public 

charge to testify regarding something he has 
seen or learned about, he will be held 

responsible.’  
It is a matter of wanting justice for all and there is 

a real challenge here for all of us to speak up and 
speak out on such issues. Edmund Burke hit the 

nail on the head when he noted: ‘All that is 
necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men 

to do nothing.’ Well, the Bible said it long before 
him! Silence is not a golden option in the face of 

blatant injustice and wrong.
The second sin is spoken of in verses 2 and 3 

and revolves around issues of ceremonial purity. 
If you touch something unclean, you not only 

contaminate yourself; because it is contagious, it 
can impact others! The only remedy for this 

problem is confession of sin, followed by the 
inevitable sin offering.

Number three is addressed in verse 4 ... that’s 
where individuals are flippant in what they say 

and do. They say one thing and do something 
entirely different; it’s when they open their mouth 

before putting their brain into gear. If the first sin 
was about being too slow to speak up, this one is 

about being too quick to speak out.  
So, you can see for yourself, sin is abhorrent to a 

holy God. Every time he gets a whiff of it, it 
causes him to turn up his nose in horror. Sin 

stinks! It not only leaves a bad taste, it also 
leaves a bad smell. No matter what the sin might 

be, irrespective of whether it’s a big one or a little 
one, sin is sin, is sin.  
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And because of its heinous nature and the fallout 
it causes, it reinforces the fact that every sinner 

needs a Saviour! Ah, that’s where Jesus enters 
the frame ... he became our sin offering. There, 

on that centre cross, he took my sin and my 
sorrow, he made it his very own. I think we do 

well to sing: O make me understand it, help me to 
take it in, what it meant to thee, the Holy One, to 

bear away my sin.
You see, the sin offering is not only essential, 

the sin offering was effective, 
we ascertain that from chapter 4, verses 6 and 7.  

Moses spells it out, for we read: ‘He is to dip his 
finger into the blood and sprinkle some of it seven 

times before the Lord, in front of the curtain of the 
sanctuary.  The priest shall then put some of the 

blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense 
that is before the Lord in the Tent of Meeting.  

The rest of the bull’s blood he shall pour out at 
the base of the altar of burnt offering at the 

entrance to the Tent of Meeting.’
No matter how we look at it, the blood that was 

shed and sprinkled was more than adequate, it 
was all-sufficient, it was atoning. This was 

extremely good news for the man or woman from 
one of the twelve tribes who had blotted their 

copy book, it didn’t matter how bad the sin, or 
how big the sin, the blood took ample care of 

that.  
Let me expand on it for a moment or two: when 

the priest sprinkled it seven times before the Lord 
it signified that perfect propitiation was made. 

This action was done just before the multi-
coloured veil in the holy place—in so doing, the 

priest was laying a precious foundation. It seems 
to me, if that veil and that blood could speak, they 

would say: ‘My friend, there’s a way back to God 
from the dark paths of sin!’

Some of the blood was also applied to the four 
horns on the golden altar of incense, which stood 

just inside the veil in the larger compartment of 
the Tabernacle. Horns in Scripture often 

represent power ... thus a powerful proclamation 
was heard, reaching out to every corner.  

It was only when all this had been completed that 
the priest moved back outside to the open air and 

poured the rest of the blood at the base of the 
brazen altar. The key note at this juncture is that 

of personal substitution—out there at the gate 
where the sinner was standing, he could see the 

blood. He knew what was taking place, he knew it 
was making atonement for his sin.  

That thought reminds me of the lyrics of the 
lovely old chorus: Upon a life I did not live, upon a 

death I did not die, another’s life, another’s death, 
I hang my whole eternity.

In verse 7 mention is made of two altars—two 
very different altars. One is the brazen altar which 

reminds us of Christ’s redemptive work on earth, 
the other one is the golden altar of incense which 

symbolises the present work of Christ in heaven. 
Ah, the link between the two is the blood that was 

shed! His ministry of intercession, when he prays 
around the clock for those who are his own, is 

based on his finished work on Calvary’s cross.
That’s why we shout in triumph from the rooftops, 

the rousing words of Horatio Spafford’s hymn: My 
sin, O the bliss of this glorious thought; my sin, 

not in part but the whole; is nailed to the cross, 
and I bear it no more; praise the Lord, praise the 

Lord, O my soul!  
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It’s imperative that we also consider the fact that 
the sin offering was extensive.  

This is hinted at in verses 13, 22 and 27. In a 
sense, it was horses for courses—when the 

entire congregation of Israel sinned, a bullock 
was what they had to bring; when a leader sinned 

against the Lord, he was to bring a male goat; 
when Joe Public sinned in one way or another, he 

was to bring a lamb.
The principle here is that privilege brings 

responsibility. Therefore, when sin would raise its 
ugly head in a person who occupied a position of 

leadership, it is viewed as something much more 
serious than if it happened to the ordinary man in 

the street! It’s fairly obvious, is it not, if a leader 
sins, the consequences of his sin are 

catastrophic compared to what would happen if 
wee Mrs Jones threw a wobbly in the local 

marketplace. It’s the ripple effect.  
I often think of it like this: the higher up the ladder 

we are, the further we fall, and the harder we hit 
the ground!

Here’s something for you to meditate on, we don’t 
have time to go into it in detail, 

the sin offering was exclusive ...
that is apparent from the teaching of Leviticus 16. 

That chapter deals with the comings and goings 
on the Day of Atonement, the most solemn day in 

the Jewish religious calendar, Yom Kippur.
On this one special day every year the high priest 

would be dressed in his garments of glory and 
beauty. He would take two goats—one would die, 

the other would live.  He would take the blood 
beyond the veil into the presence of God in the 

holy of holies. He would sprinkle it seven times 
upon and before the Mercy Seat.

Remember, Aaron or his successor is not 
dressed in his stunning robe of blue at this point, 

that seamless robe on whose hem are golden 
bells and coloured pomegranates, nor does he 

have on his multi-coloured ephod with the 
breastplate and shoulder onyx stones either; he’s 

down to basics—all he’s wearing is his white 
linen coat.

If the offering is acceptable, he would live; he 
would go back through the veil, redress, and in 

no time at all the golden bells would ring. The 
people would know in an instant that their sin had 

been atoned for, until the very next year when the 
same rigmarole would be repeated. The living 

goat then became the proverbial scapegoat when 
it was released into a waste howling wilderness. 

Again, a marvellous illustration of all that Jesus 
did for us at Calvary!

The last thought is this, 
the sin offering was exceptional.  

We know that when we compare Leviticus 
4:11-12 with Hebrews 13:11-13. So far as I am 

aware, this is the only time in the entire New 
Testament that an impassioned plea is ever made 

alongside one of the five Levitical offerings: ‘Let 
us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the 

disgrace he bore.’
We can sing with meaning: Christ has for sin 

atonement made, what a wonderful Saviour; we 
are redeemed, the price is paid, what a wonderful 

Saviour.
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